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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE EXHIBITION 


OF MEXICAN ARCHITECTURE at 


the RIBA is reviewed and illustrated. p. 700 


THE CITY CORPORATION have commissioned Sir William 
Holford to submit proposals for the treatment of the area 
around St. Paul’s Cathedral. The proposals are to take the form 


of drawings and models with an explanatory statement. 


THE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICES of 


Ministry of Works are stil 


* yery much alive 


” 


p. 713 


the 
despite the 


temporary interruption in the appearance of the Advisory Leaflets: 
p. 714 


their scope is described on 


THE REASONS which led the Danish Institute of Measurements 
and Estimates for the Building Trade to investigate the merits of 
the British system of quantity surveying were outlined last 


week at a meeting of the RICS. 


pe Ii5 


A REPORT ON ALLEGED PRICE RINGS in the supply 
of building materials and components was before the Association 
of Municipal Corporations at their meeting in London yesterday. 
The report states that ‘it is for the Monopolies Commission to 


decide, 


on the information they are empowered to obtain, 


whether the profit margin in any particular instance is too 
p. 719 


high.” 


THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR opens at Castle Bromwich 


ard London next Monday. 


A review of the exhibits of interest 
to the building industry begins on 


p. 724 


Temple Bar 625 1-2-3-4 


ONE-WAY TRAFFIC? 


T risk of appearing a xenophobe it is an editorial 
obligation sometimes to sound a sober note. This 
one happens to coincide with the opening of yet another 
exhibition of foreign architecture, but is not directed at the 
RIBA which houses it or, indeed, at any institution whose 
concern it is to restore and maintain post-war cultural 
communications. It is, rather, an expression of concern 
at the type of national conceit which plays down its own 
products in assuming that it can safely be left to others 
to undertake what was once postulated as “ the Projection 
of England.” 

Communications should work both ways: one is not a 
Scrooge in hoping that hospitality will be returned, or a 
xenophobe to wonder whether it need be quite so one-way. 
It is not insular or empire-building to suggest that there are 
other sources for a periodic ringing of changes in subject 
and theme. A generation has emerged far enough from 
the exaggerated nationalism of war to want to know what 
is going on outside, but reassurances that we are transmit- 
ting as well as receiving are few. One wonders whether 
an occasional inward, or even backward, glance might 
profitably punctuate the consistently outward view of the 
architectural scene afforded by such a non-stop review of 
its foreign aspects, and might even build up an 
“exportable surplus ” for exhibition abroad. 

Like other countries, Great Britain has, after all, claimed 
to have abandoned the use of the past as a copy-book and 
discovered its value as material applicable for research into 
the ways in which other ages and cultures solved their 
architectural and constructional problems. Besides 
proving intensely “ contemporary,” however, those solu- 
tions assumed a national and even local character in a 
vernacular shaped by inescapable climatic, social, 
economic, topographic and other factors. This is a matter 
of assimilation and adaptation, not of piecemeal adoption. 

Here seems to be the principal lesson to be learned from 
most foreign exhibitions, but it cannot be made explicit 
except by inference. Without this, is there not a danger that 
a new copy-book may replace the classic one—that of an 
international technological formula, which may increase in 
appeal in inverse ratio to the working-out of the “ code” 
of traditional materials and methods which hitherto served 
each separate culture? If so, the remedy is surely more 
periodic surveys of more “ English-speaking ” architecture, 
a national idiom no less assimilated and adapted by the 
Commonwealth, and similarly strengthened by infusions of 
indigenous blood, than that of Spain, Portugal, France, 
Holland and the rest. 

No doubt, the matter of money prevents our Embassies 
and cultural bodies from making the traffic circulate as 
freely as it should, and the constant outcry against expendi- 
ture of this nature is greatly to be deplored. For if—as 
some fear—we really must decline into a lesser power 
economically, there seems the greater need to try by all 
means to marshal the evidence of our cultural potential, not 
least in the architectural field. Rediscovery of the British 
way Of life might profitably begin at home. Overseas, to 
use an ironically apt phrase, its projection is nobody’s busi- 
ness but our own. 
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Notes of the Week 


THE QS IN DENMARK 


PDENMARK is one of the many Euro- 

pean countries in which quantity 
surveying, as a distinct profession, does 
not at present exist. Some of the reasons 
which led the Byggeriets Beregning- 
institut (the Institute of Measurements 
and Estimates for the Building Trade in 
Denmark) to investigate the merits of 
quantity surveying on the British system 
were outlined at the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors on April 20, when 
three members of the Board—M. Viggo 
Noerby, B. Erling Frederiksen and M. 
Bjorn Bindslev—addressed a full house 
of quantity surveyor members on the 
subject of the Building Industry in Den- 
mark. 

Tendering for building work in Den- 
mark is at present carried on without 
bills of quantities, each builder taking 
off his own from a specification drawn 
up by the architect or engineer and from 
the drawings. It would appear that the 
subsequent pricing is variable and that 
many tenderers guess at the figure they 
will put in; as a result they seldom know, 
we gather, what price any job comes out 
at, and can mark their success only by 
the amount of money they have in the 
bank at the end of the year. For the 
past two years, therefore, the BB Institute 
has been looking into the establishment 
of a standard method of measurement 
and laying plans to train men to prepare 
bills of quantities. For the present, at 
any rate, such trainees will be in archi- 
tects’ or engineers’ offices. This may be 
taken less as indicating that the Danes 
do not wish to establish a separate pro- 
fession than that the Danish building 
owner is not yet prepared to accept, and 
pay directly for, another professional 
building _ service. “Slowly, slowly 
catchee monkey” would seem to be the 
watchword. 


ALL-ROUND DEVELOPMENT 


DENMARK will be well advised, how- 
ever, to build up the architect’s position 
pari passu with that of the quantity sur- 
veyor. The cure for building ills does 
not lie only in accurate measurement and 
fair tendering methods. In Denmark, 
according to the visitors, the architect 
has only recently emerged from the posi- 
tion of a mere drawer of elevations, and 
he is not yet fully accredited as a prac- 
tical man. Any country which cares for 
fine building must accept that the archi- 
tect should be the leader of the building 
team, or architecture will come a bad 
second to construction. This means that 
the architect must be trained and 
equipped for the job of leadership in the 
field. The Danish guests of the RICS, 
who have a strong architectural back- 
ground, appear to be well aware of this 
need, as well as of the importance of get- 
ting more men of intellect and integrity 
into the ranks of builders. A strongly 
qualified designing side of a building 
industry backed up by an equally strong 
constructional wing is the best guarantee 
against the misuse of a quantity survey- 
ing profession whose talents too often 
are directed at the building owner’s 
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HAMMERSMITH POLICE STATION. One of the buildings 
designed by Mr. Donald H. McMorran, FRIBA (ARA-elect) 
and his partner Mr. Horace Farquharson (see Note). 


behest towards making a start on build- 
ing work before the plans or the builder 
are ready. Unless proper attention is 
given to this implication, the gap between 
Danish building costs (which at present 
are about 175 per cent. above pre-war) 
and our British figure of 246 per cent. 
may rapidly diminish. 

The Quantity Surveyors’ branch of the 
RICS deserve congratulations on 
arranging these addresses as well as on 
the help they have given over the past 
two years to the Danes. The latter put 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MAY 2 
RICS.—‘‘ The City of To-Morrow: Barbican and 
Beyond,’’ by Mr. Bryan Anstey, BSc, FRICS. 
12, Great George-st., SWI. 5.30 p.m. 


BriTisH CoLour CounciLt.—13th Designers’ Con- 
ference. 13, Portman-sq., Continuing until 
May 6. 


TUESDAY, MAY 3 
RIBA.—AGM, 66, Portland-pl., WI. 6 p.m. 
HoustnG CEeNntTRE.—‘* The Housing of Immigrant 
Workers,”’ by Cllr. Major H. N. White, JP. 13, 
Suffolk-st., SW1. 6 D.m. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 

ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT Society.—AGM. 66, 
Portland-pl., 1. 12 noon. 

Lonpon Society.—‘* The Blackheath—A Focus ot 
English Life and History for 700 Years.’’ by Mr. W 
Braxton Sinclair, FRIBA. 6-8, John Adam-st., WC2. 
5.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 5 

Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Annual Spring Meet- 
ing. Harrogate. Continuing on May 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—‘‘ Sewerage 
and Sewage Disposal: The Implementation of the 
Public Health Acts,’’ by Mr. M. Hoffman. Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, SWI. 6 p.m. 


up a wonderful show, their command of 
English exciting general praise, and the 
packed house, over which Mr. G. P. Vale 
presided, certainly had their money’s 
worth. A welcome and distinguished 
visitor present from South Africa was 
Mrs. Peggy Borckenhagen, partner with 
her husband Carl in the Johannesburg 
firm of quantity surveyors, Borckenhagen 
and Louw. 


NEW ARA 


THE ELECTION of Mr. Donald McMor- 
ran to the rank of Associate of the Royal 
Academy of Arts will be widely wel- 
comed. He is one of a small band of 
contemporary architects whose works 
have that special quality of strength, 
cohesion and sensitivity which, given 
good planning, marks the great building. 
There are many who think that Hammer- 
smith Police Station, designed by the new 
ARA and his partner, Mr. Farquharson, 
is the finest small building put up in 
London in the past 20 years. Architec- 
ture owes Mr. McMorran more than 
acknowledgment of a considerable sense 
of design; it largely has him to thank for 
the report on Architectural Education, in 
principle accepted by the RIBA Council, 
whose recommendations when imple- 
mented should go far towards improving 
the technical efficiency of the young 
architect as well as remedying some of 
the inequalities under which the part- 
time student, as compared with the full- 
timer, has hitherto suffered. 
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CYRIL FAREY’S WORK 


THE DECISION of the RIBA to mount 
an exhibition of the work of the late 
Cyril Farey will be widely welcomed. For 
a quarter of a century Farey was the 
outstanding perspectivist, and the 
d-velopment of this side of his art 
through that period should be of great 
interest. If Farey had a fault it is one 
siiared by every artist of note who draws 
buildings for exhibition, that of making 
the subject look a better building than 
s-metimes it is. But the real fault here 
li‘s with the client, and always will. 


We shall hope also that the exhibition 
ay have some examples of Farey’s own 
a chitectural design — sensitive and 
holarly as it is. In Farey, ability as a 
wtrayer and an executant of architec- 
re were nicely balanced; we may never 
iow whether the vast volume of per- 
ective work which he accomplished re- 
ated against the fullest development of 
-s considerable powers of architectural 
»mposition. Perhaps, the promised show 
vhich owes its inception, it is possible, 

a suggestion made _ in_ these 
vumns by Mr. Sydney Newbery) 
ill clarify thought on the matter. 

is certain, at any rate, that the 
se of other artists of eminence in 
ie perspective field coincided with an 
increased flow from Farey’s office of 
ecclesiastical and other works of great 
architectural merit. 
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APPEAL FOR OLD HASTINGS 


IT 1s to be hoped that strong support 
will be forthcoming in connection with 
the appeal which has now been launched 
to save from decay the many fine old 
buildings in the historic town of Hastings. 
The preservation of Hastings’ old Town 
Hall, its ancient churches and other 
notable buildings and the net houses on 
the foreshore, can only be effectively 
accomplished by the raising of a substan- 
tial sum of money on a voluntary basis. 
The appeal was inaugurated by the 
Duke of Norfolk (Lord Lieutenant of 
Sussex) at a luncheon on March 31. The 
aim is to raise a total of £30,000 and of 
this £17,000 is required immediately for 
urgent restoration. 


Sir Winston Churchill has sent a mes- 
sage expressing his support of the appeal. 


PESIGN FOR A LOKDON ASSociATON 
OF PRIVATE HACTISING ARCHITECTS 




















Rejected—Too Revolutionary ! 


To-day, April 29, is Private View at the 
Royal Academy. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


COST OF BUILDING CHART 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I find the chart on page 623 of 
your issue of April 15 interesting and 
informative. There you state: “ Com- 
parison with Chart B is significant; the 
latter shows that soon after 1921 when 
there was a temporary curtailment of the 
house-building programme, building 
costs fell steeply, etc.” I have no data 
available, but believe the real cause of 
the fall was that a Mr. Beveridge intro- 
duced a plan to halt rising costs, and the 
wages of operatives were substantially 
reduced around 1921-2 and _ prices 
stabilised. I have often wondered why 
this procedure was not introduced after 
the last war. 

There was, I feel sure, no curtailment 
of the house-building programme, and if 
there had been this would not account 
for the sudden drop in the wage rate 
which the graph shows, neither does a 
“rise and fall” clause affect costs as 
shown. 

Perhaps you would, by inserting a suit- 
able editorial, correct what is rather an 
important comparison between the 
handling of our economy in the years 
immediately following two great wars. 

A. A. Parrott, Managing Director, 

Fawcett Construction Co., Ltd. 


117, Victoria-street, SW1. 


“A TAX ON BUILDING ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


wi, IR,—We were very interested to read 
your Editorial of April 22 dealing 
with the building industry’s general com- 
plaint of excessive charges which are 
being made for water used in building. 

The Isle of Wight is no exception to 
this and for your information, we are 
engaged on a local housing contract for 
16 houses valued at approximately 
£24,000, upon which we have paid, under 
protest, a scale charge of £26 for water; 
this at the meter rate shown on the 
scale of 2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons, would 
represent some 28,000 gallons of water 
for the contract. 

Based on the quantity surveyor’s last 
valuation to the end of March amounting 
to £12,200, we have completed approxi- 
mately 50 per cent. of the contract. We 
have, however, completed nearly all sub- 
structures where the majority of the 
water has been used. We installed at our 
own expense at the inception of the con- 
tract our own meter, which from a read- 


ing taken on April 22, registers a con- 


sumption of 13,570 gallons. At 2s. 6d. 
per 1,000 gallons, this amounts to 
£1 13s. 9d., a figure which, doubled for 
the remaining half of the contract, gives 
a valuation of £3 7s. 6d. compared with 
£26 paid. 

We felt that these figures would make a 
useful comparison with those of the 
Cuckfield Rural District Council, but for 
a larger type contract. Support is cer- 
tainly given to your contention of exces- 
sive charging, and we feel that the time 
has arrived when some nationally agreed 
basis of water charges for building pur- 
poses -should.be- made. 
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It may be stated that we have offered 
to pass on to the employers (the I.W. 
Rural District Council) any refund 
which we might be successful in obtaining 
from the 1.W. Water Board, on the com- 
pletion of our contract, in a small effort 
to reduce the cost to the community of 
local authority housing. 

N. Downer [MIOB], 

William Downer and Sons (1.W.) Ltd., 


Totland Bay, Isle of Wight. 


HOUSING IN UGANDA 
To the Editor of The Builder 


.1R,—Congratulations on your very 
informative “African edition” 
(March 11). It was well done, and we 
thank you for space given to our humble 
efforts in Uganda. 

Since giving you details of our work 
on the modular post-and-slab system of 
housing for Africans, therein described, 
we have increased output from each of 
our four pre-cast yards to 1.5 houses/ 
day and by so doing have reduced costs 
to under 15s. per super foot. 

Again congratulations to you! 

May I in passing point out that in your 
Directory of Departments, Associations, 
etc., in Africa, you did not give the 
Uganda Association of Building and 
Civil Engineering Contractors, as repre- 
senting the interests of the building indus- 
try in Uganda. 

On behalf of the Association, which I 
might add, is multi-racial, 1 would extend 
a welcome to inquiries from prospective 
suppliers of materials and to UK con- 
tractors. Our Secretary, Mr. Shah, at 
the undermentioned address, will be 
pleased to deal with all correspondence. 

J. A. SINCLAIR, chairman. 

Uganda Association of Building 

and Civil Engineering Contractors, 
PO Box 2691, Kampala, Uganda. 


HIRE OF STEEL SCAFFOLDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The recent correspondence in 
your columns on the ownership, as 
opposed to the hiring, of steel scaffolding 
raises questions which I, as a builder, 
thought had been answered years ago. 
This company has long held its own stock 
of steel scaffolding and erected it as re- 
quired. We should be very distressed if 
it should be thought that we were not to 
be trusted to erect such straightforward 
scaffolding without risk, and it is quite 
obvious to us that to keep a reasonable 
stock is much cheaper than to hire for 
the smaller jobs, especially when trans- 
port and erection costs are taken into 
consideration. 

For the larger and more intricate jobs 
there is much to be said for hiring and 
letting the experts do the work. The 
modest builder would net find it 
economical to hold the quantity needed 
for such work where erection may be- 
come a specialist job. We are not by any 
means alone as holders of scaffolding for 
our own use. It has become a part of a 
builder’s usual plant. 

F. E. Littte (Director). 
F. .E.. Little, Ltd., 
579p, High-road, N17. 
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University City : Pool and diving stage. Felix T. Nuncio, Architect. 


MEXICAN ARCHITECTURE 


Exhibition at the Royal Institute of British Architects 
Reviewed by BASIL MARRIOTT 


()PENED by HE The Mexican Ambas- 

sador on April 20, this exhibition, 
the first here of its kind, continues at the 
RIBA until May 2, after which showing, 
curtailed by late arrival, it transfers to 
the Building Centre en route to the Con- 
tinent. 

Anticipation has been lively because of 
the great successs of the Mexican Art 
Exhibition at the Tate: direct compari- 
son with that staggering cavalcade would 
be unfair, but this follow-up is a most 
useful converse and as a completing 
“tessera”” to the rich Mexican mosaic. 
It is equally exciting and, if here and 
there patchy, is the first to draw for us 
the important inference of such foreign 
surveys—the assimilation and emergence 
into a national vernacular of the hétero- 
geneous influences comprising all cul- 
tures and particularly those of the New 
World. There the process has been 
singularly unbroken, and at risk of miss- 
ing a lot of p!easure it would be feasible 
to short-circuit the survey by going 
straight from the earliest historical screen 
to the last of the 1955 section to see it 
run full-cycle—not merely that the 
elements, for instance, of the University 
City echo so aptly the unequivocal geo- 
metrics of the archaic Cuicuilco so 
equally congenial to the conical moun- 
tain “ backdrop ”’; but more in the com- 
bination of monumental simplicity of 
form enriched by a peculiar pre-occupa- 
tion with texture and surface enrichment. 

This is somehow more than skin-deep, 
and displays a notable fertility of inven- 
tion: there is, of course, in its roots the 


elusive “ Hellenistic ’’ and almost Chinese 
echoes which complicate the study of 
native American and other early art. 
But to me its modern variant is essen- 
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tially in the Baroque spirit—if this can 
apply to an aesthetic so closely bound 
to technics. It had its dangers: like 
Baroque, the decoration does not always 
bear close examination, being more im- 
portant for its “ effect’ and the shadows 
it casts—but it seems a natural product 
of the clear, unrelenting light. The same 
was noted at the Brazilian exhibition, bu! 
it must be conceded that the Mexican 
version shows even greater benefit from 
the infusion of native blood, at the same 
time avoiding the dubious suggestion of} 
over-glossiness or even streamlining due 
perhaps, to Brazil’s looking more frankly 
northwards. 


Some of the newest Mexican buildings, 
therefore, for all their international 
clichés seem well rooted in a tradition of 
craftsmanship (or at least its synthesis) 
and to spring from a natural sensitivity 
to plastic form combined with surface 
richness. This is the contemporary 
“esperanto” gone native with a ven- 
geance, and the lesson is vital if the inter- 
national exchange of ideas is not to 
result in mere piecemeal copyism. 


Before going into detail, two small 
carps should be netted now, since they 
affect this note from the reader’s point 
of view: neither reflect on the RIBA or 
in fact on any body concerned in the 
considerable difficulties of securing and 
mounting such an exhibition at all. One 
is the absence of a catalogue: keeping 
an eye on a scripted theme while follow- 
ing through a hallful of centuries illus- 
trated by photographs whose excellence 
is itself a distraction, plus taking notes, 
rules out the possibility of recording the 
names of the architects—often of an un- 
usual length and sonorousness even for 
Latin Americans. The second carp—even 
smaller fry—is that translated captions 





Dwelling house, Acapulco. Mario Pani and Enrique del Moral, Architects. 















vould 
confr« 
turnec 
vhere 
jai He 
the se 
ings ¢ 
The 
screen 
its pal 
see th 
of its 
histori 
kind, ; 
not be 
of aC 
gizzar 
minde 
in an | 
The 
a thir 
here | 
difficu 
the ar 
now f: 
lising 
absen< 
other 
docurr 
tion d 
inspire 
a Por 
Elsewl 
moder 
her a 
narrov 
to curl 
It is 
lised f 
was fp 
death- 
a mias 
Conqu 
Aztec 
sionate 
Then 
combi 
seculat 
@ reg 


can 
ind 
‘ike 
ays 
im- 
WS 
luct 
ime 
but 
can 
‘om 
ime 
| Ol 
lue 
ky 


ngs, 
nal 
1 of 
SiS) 
vity 
‘ace 
ary 
jen- 
ter- 

to 


nall 
hey 
oint 
. or 
the 
and 
One 
ding 


llus- 
=nce 
otes, 
the 
un- 
for 
ven 
ions 











April 29 1955 






THE BUILDER 





University City : Frontones (Pelcta courts). Alberto T. Arai, Architect. 


vould have helped: but after the first 
confrontation with “ frontones,”’ which 
turned out to be what one thought— 
vhere the national game Pelota (or is it 
jai Halai?) is played—some guessing and 
the self-evident function of most build- 
ings can be trusted. 


The script is set out (in English) on the 
screens to which it relates. At first glance 
its partisanship makes it a little hard to 
see the cycle, as it were, for the speed 
of its Revolutions, but this proves to be 
historico-political and not the “ party” 
kind, and very material. The visitor need 
not be deterred by captions like “ Peace 
of a Constructive Dictatorship ”’ or other 
gizzard-stickers to us _ non-politically- 
minded people who haven’t had to fight 
in an internecine war of independence. 

The historical section forms at least 
a third: I give it even more proportion 
here because of its importance. It is 
difficult to moderate one’s admiration for 
the archaics of the ““ Dawn ” era, though 
now familiar from books, and it is tanta- 
lising that so little seems known, in the 
absence of Mexican “ Rosetta Stones,” 
other than this sympathetic objective 
documentation. The conjectural restora- 
tion drawings, and one modern mural 
inspired by the eruption of Xitle to make 
a Pompeii of Cuicuilco, seem unworthy. 
Elsewhere, too, the graphic arts of 
modern Mexico do not yet seem up to 
her architecture, and perhaps some 
narrower limitations of media are needed 
to curb such exuberance. 


It is disturbing that all this highly civi- 
lised foundation was stained with what 
was probably the bloodiest and most 
death-wishing religion of proto-history— 
a miasma persisting in the horrors of the 
Conquest, when the fusion between the 
Aztec and Toltec cultures with the pas- 
sionate Christianity of Spain took place. 
‘hen the importation was conventual, 
combining (like our own) religious and 
secular activities, but even so inheriting 
¢ regional slant exemplified by the 


“open” chapel. For a hundred unbroken 
years we learn that three churches a week 


Family flats, Colonia del Valle. 
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were built, and it is natural, therefore, 
that the Baroque should range from the 
unsophisticated, in both aesthetics and 
technics, to the height of refinement. 

The symbolic neo-classicism following 
independence seems of paradoxical 
severity and restraint, though again in- 
fused with some indigenous warmth. 
But alas! Diaz’s Presidency produced 
some dreadful monuments—one at least 
comically reminiscent of Rome’s Victor 
Emmanuele Memorial. From the land- 
mark of 1910 until 1926 and the begin- 
ning of the modern movement, Mexico 
seems to have been as over-preoccupied 
with constructivism and groping techno- 
logy as elsewhere, and national con- 
sciousness came late. 

The few generalisations at the outset 
of this note must cover most of the 
strictly contemporary work; the histori- 
cal links and continuity are strong, but 
clearly Mexico is now acutely conscious 
of the social implications of her archi- 
tecture. In schools particularly; in houses, 
housing and flats; in the machinery of 
welfare, enlightenment, commerce and 
transport, enthusiasm and courage are 
everywhere evident, fused into an identi- 
fiable artistic nationalism. The hard- 
core is appropriately the splendid Univer- 


(Continued on page 712) 





Mario Pani, Salvador Ortega, J. de J. Gutierrez 





702 THE BUILDER April 29 1955 abet 
pr’ 




















View of Control Tower from Concourse 
level of South-East Passenger Building. 
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Control Tower from south-west. 


(THE first of London Airport Central’s new group 

of modern buildings came into service on April 
17. They are the Central Control Tower and the 
South-East Face Passenger Building. A third building, 
at the Eastern Apex, is expected to be complete by 
the end of the year. This terminal area, which 
stands in the middle of the aerodrome, is connected 
with the entrance on the Bath-road by a 680-yard 
long tunnel; the buildings, which will gradually re- 
place the present temporary buildings along the 
Bath-road, are set in a carefully planned pattern in 
which roads, car parks, aircraft stands and services 
have their place. Altogether the terminal area covers 
158 acres. All the buildings have been designed by 
Mr. Frederick Gibberd, and they have been con- 
structed under the supervision of the Director- 
General of Works, Air Ministry, as agent for the 
Ministry of Transport and Civi] Aviation. Con- 
sulting engineers for heating and ventilating were 
Messrs. G. H. Buckle and Partners, and for electri- 
cal and mechanical installations Messrs. Ewbank and 
Partners, both firms acting in collaboration with Sir 
William Halcrow and Partners, the consulting civil 
engineers. 


THE CONTROL BUILDING 


Aircraft flying to and from London Airport and 
all movement on runways, taxiways and aprons are 
controlled from the Control Tower, which is planned 
as the focal point of a highly complex system of 
radio and line communication, radio and radar 
navigational aids, airfield lighting and ground move- 
ment control. A glazed penthouse at 9th floor pro- 
vides an all-round view of the airport for the control 
staff. Rising 127 ft. high, the Control building is 
arranged in a T-shaped plan with the tower at its 
fulcrum. Staff restaurants are grouped with the 


kitchen in the leg of the T to the south side. The 
west wing contains administrative offices on the first 
floor and a medical centre on the ground floor. The 
Airport Commandant’s office and the management 
offices occupy the lower floors of the building, the 
top four being used by Air Traffic Control. 


SOUTH-EAST FACE BUILDING 


This passenger handling building is opposite the 
South-East face apron. It is connected to the adjoin- 
ing airlines operations building now under con- 
struction on the Eastern Apex by a corridor on the 
airside at first-floor level for movement of passengers 
within the Customs examination area, and by a bridge 
at roof level for spectators moving about the roof 
gardens. The main function of the building is to 
provide for the handling of in-coming and out-going 
passengers and their baggage. The building has to 
deal with four kinds of passengers: 

Terminal: Passengers beginning or ending their 
journeys at the Airport on overseas routes and subject 
to clearances through Customs, Health and Immigra- 
tion formalities. 

Transit : Passengers travelling on the same service 
from one country to another via London Airport and 
not therefore subject to the formalities listed above. 


Interline : Passengers changing from one service to 
another at the Airport. These require Customs, 
Health and Immigration examination according to 
their place of origin and final destination. 

Internal: Passengers travelling to or from places 
in the United Kingdom. These do not require exami- 
nation by the Control authorities. 

In addition, the building provides amenities for 
passengers, facilities for technical staff working on 
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KEY TO FLOORS 6-9 OF CENTRAL CONTROL TOWER, 
CENTRAL BLOCK. 





Cable duct. 
Ventilation duct 
Goods lift. 
Passenger lift 
Radar display. 
Wireless telegraphy. 
Offices. 

9 External balcony 


Akt wnr = 


on aA 


Upper floor plans (6th to 9th) of central control tower, 
central block. 
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Approach control room. 








10 Gallery. 
il Tote display. 

12 Tote equipment. 
13 Library. 

14 Male rest room 


15 Lavatories. 


16 Ventilation plant and tanks. 


17 Lift motor room. 


18 Aerodrome contro] room. 
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Ground-floor plan of the central block. 
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KEY TO GROUND-FLOOR PLAN OF CENTRAL BUILDING. 


1 Main entrance hall. 
2 Service core. 


3 Medical section. 


4 Telecommunication. 


5 Kitchen. 





Main entrance to central block. 







6 Serveries. 
7 Staff caféteria. 


8 Industrial canteen. 


9 Service yard. 
10 Loading bay. 
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the apron, and accommodation on 
roof terraces for spectators. 

THE CONTINENTAL SECTION of the 
building is planned at first-floor level 
as a series of transverse bands con- 
taining the concourse or main hall, 
Customs, Immigration, Health and 
Waiting-rooms. Ten parallel passen- 
ger-handling channels cut through 
these bands at right angles between 
the landside and airside of the build- 
ing. Each channel is served by a 
baggage conveyor belt running 
beneath the first floor except in the 
Customs Hall where the baggage is 
brought up for inspection at the same 
time as the passenger is there. Stretch- 
ing the whole length of the building 
is a Customs barrier which the general 
public cannot pass. TRANSIT AND IN- 
TERLINE passengers have their own 
self-contained suite on the airside of 
the Customs barrier. The whole of 
the ground floor is given over to the 
handling of baggage, accommodation 
of technical staff and equipment and 
the preparation of food and services. 
On the second floor there is office ac- 
commodation for operating com- 
panies, and extension of first-floor 
concourse and a restaurant, as well as 
roof gardens for the general public. 
The upper floors are planned as a 
series of terraces for spectators. 

[HE INTERNAL SECTION of the build- 
ing forms an appendage to the Con- 
tinental section and has its own separ- 
ate entrance. It bypasses the Customs 
barrier but is linked to the main 
concourse in the Continental section at 
first-floor level. 

The main part of the passenger 
facilities are concentrated on the 
first floor; at this Jevel depart- 
ing and arriving passengers pass 
through one or other of the ten paral- 
lel channels already mentioned. Each 
channel is self-contained, the route 
being numbered, unmistakable and 
free from cross-flow interruption. 
Baggage and passenger remain in the 
same flow. Channels and conveyor 
belts are in pairs and are reversible so 
that they can, if needed, be used to- 
gether. 

Apart from the series of ten en- 
trances to the individual channels for 
use by passengers brought in by coach 
from the London air terminals, there 
is a central entrance hall on ground 
floor which serves passengers and 
others arriving or departing by private 
car or taxi, who, after having their 
baggage weighed and labelled and 
tickets checked, ascend to the con- 
course by the central escalator. 


DETAILED PLANNING 


The main hall occupies the heart of 
the building at first- and second-floor 
levels. At first floor, are airline 
counters, shops, post and cable offices, 
car-hire agencies, theatre and hotel 
booking, a buffet, etc. There are also 
nurseries for children. At second- 
floor level a balcony overlooks the 
main concourse, and a restaurant with 
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The south-east passenger building. Above: The 
Below: The building seen from 


north-west 
the north. 
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South-east passenger building from south, 
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a lounge-bar overlooks the airfield. 
At this level are more shops. Open- 
ing directly off the lounge bar is a 
roof-garden “ waving base.” 

Transit Suite. Placed centrally at 
first-floor level on the airside of the 
building but not in any way connected 
with the main concourse is a self-con- 
tained suite for transit and interline 
passengers who have to remain on the 
airside of the Customs and Immigra- 
tion controls whilst waiting to con- 
tinue their journey. This suite con- 
tains a _ buffet-lounge, restaurant, 
shops, cabling facilities, shower baths, 
men’s hairdresser and a small nursery. 

Airside Gallery and Bridges to 
Apron. A long glazed gallery runs 
the full length of the building on the 
airside, connecting all channels and 
linking with the Eastern Apex build- 
ing. From this gallery footbridges 
provide access directly to and from 
the apron, over the apron road. 

Roof Gardens and Terraces. Ad- 
vantage has been taken of the large 
roof areas to design a series of gardens 
and terraces at different levels, from 
which spectators will have a panora- 
mic view of the terminal aprons and 
of the airfield as a whole. At first- 
floor level there is a large terrace. 


CONSTRUCTION 


The buildings are constructed in 
steel framework, except for the Cus- 
toms hall of the Passenger building, 
where the roof is supported by a series 
of multi-span welded portal frames. 
Buildings are on a 12-ft. grid, but 
complete standardisation has not been 
possible because of different floor 
loadings. All steelwork has been elec- 
trically bonded and earthed against 
interference to radar. Brick, cast 
stone or tiling have been used extern- 
ally. Floor and roof construction 
generally is in precast concrete units. 
Windows are double-glazed against 
noise, and are designed to be cleaned 
from within. Flexibility in office 
space is secured by use of movable 
partitions. Suspended ceilings are sup- 
ported on light metal framework with 
removable panels to give access to ser- 
vices carried in the void. 

The construction of the top floor of 
the Control] Tower is a light steel 
frame suspended on six radial ribs 
designed as 3-pin portal frames. A 
service core has been provided through 
the whole height of the buildings. 

Until a permanent heating station is 
built to deal with the entire Central 
Terminal area, the needs of the first 
three buildings are being met by a tem- 
porary boiler house sited on the 
Western Apex. Within each building 
high-pressure hot water is circulated 
through a_ series of calorifiers. 
Secondary low-pressure circuits from 
these feed a variety of ceiling and 
embedded floor-heating panels in the 
public and special purpose areas. 
Mechanical ventilation is provided in 
all areas to be used by large numbers 
of people. 
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View of first-floor concourse from second-floor balcony. The passenger bays 


with their baggage belts can be seen. 


Below is a view of one of these bays, 


where outgoing passengers wait for Customs and other preliminaries. 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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GROUND-FLOOR PLAN 
Passenger entrance halls to channels. 
2 Central passenger entrance hall 
(passengers in advance aud by own 
transport). 
Left 


Advance luggage. 


luggage. 


Escalators to main concourse. 
Luggage conveyor belts. 

Bins for advance luggage. 
Luggage trucking corridor. 
Bus drivers’ common room. 
Stores. 


Heating. ventilation and electrical 
plant rooms. 

Aircraft equipment stores. 

Service corridor. 

Bonded 
Control 


store. 


centre. 


16 Kitchen for preparation of meals 
in aircraft (BEA). 

17 Kitchen for preparation of meals 
for restaurants, etc. 


18 Outside staff 
rooms, etc. 


19 Outside staff common rooms. 
20 Offices. 
21 VIP’s reception suite. 


22 Concourse for services not subject 
to Customs control. 


23 Staff canteen. 

24 Luggage loading bank. 
Service road. 
Apron circulation road. 


lockers and drying 


Inner aircraft stands. 
Bridges and ramps from first floor 
to aircraft stands. 
Layby for buses to outer aircraft 
stands. 
Ramp from airside gallery for buses 
to stands. 
FIRST-FLOOR PLAN 
Main concourse. 
Escalators. 
3 Conveyor belts. 
Processing points. 
Customs hall. 
6 Immigration hall. 
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7 Health control. 
8 Waiting 
9 Airside gallery. 


10 Bridges and 
stands. 


rooms. 


ramps to aircraft 


11 Centre concourse. 

12 Information bureau. 

13 Airline companies’ counters. 

14 Buffet. 

15 Shops. 

16 PO cables, car hire, etc. 

17 Staircase to balcony lounge. 

18 Telephones. 

19 Lavatories. 

20 Nursery. 

21 Transit passengers’ lounge. 

22 Transit passengers’ restaurant. 

23 Servery. 

24 Offices. 

25 Upper part of internal services. 

26 Interna! services waiting room. 

27 Ramp down to buses for outer 

aircraft stands. 

SECOND-FLOOR PLAN 

1 Upper part of concourse. 

2 Balcony lounge. 

3 Shops. 
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4 Hairdressers. 

5 Lavatories. 

6 Lounge and buffet. 

7 Restaurant. 

8 Spectators’ restaurant. 

9 Servery. 

10 Staff snack bar. 

11 Beer Garden. 

12 Roof garden (waving base). 
13 Offices. 


THIRD-FLOOR PLAN (ROOF 
GARDEN) 
1 Spectators’ roof terraces. 
2 Spectators’ roof gardens. 
3 Children’s playground. 
4 Lavatories. 
5 Caféteria. 
6 Tea bar. 
7 Licensed bar. 
8 Serveries. 
9 Raised covered seats for spectators. 
10 Ventilation plant rooms. 
11 Tank rooms. 
12 Bridge to eastern apex building. 
13 Beer garden. 
14 Roof garden (waving base). 
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Diagrammatic sections of flow of passengers and luggage through typical channel of south-east face passenger-handling buildirg. 
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Third-floor plan. 




























































































Second-floor plan. 
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View along first-floor concourse. 
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Staircase from concourse to second floor. 
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Waiting room on airside of first floor. 


The contractors for the steelwork were Redpath, 
Brown & Co., Ltd. Sub-contractors were : — 


CONTROL BUILDING 

Access Equipment Co., Ltd., access equipment for radar control; 
Arcanum Terrazzo & Stone Co., Ltd., terrazzo paving; Aygee, Ltd., 
metal windows and glazing; Ayrshire Dockyard Co., Ltd., metal 
Partitions; Bellman, Ivey, Carter & Co., Scagliola marble; Frederick 
Braby & Co., Ltd., aluminium sheet roofing; G. Brady & Co., Ltd., 
steel roller shutters; Builders’ Supply Co. (Hayes), Ltd., joinery; 
Cooper Wettern & Co., Ltd., cast stone; Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., venetian blinds; John Dale, Ltd., suspended ceilings; 
Decorative Specialists, Ltd., painting; Dent & Hellyer Sanitation, 
Ltd., plumbing; Durasteel, Ltd., fire-resisting doors and screens; 
Electrical Installation, Ltd., electrical installations; Eustace & 
Partners, joinery; David Esdaile & Co., Ltd., plastering; Express 
Lift Co., Ltd., lifts; Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd., kitchen equipment; 
B. Finch & Co., Ltd., sanitary fittings; James Gibbons, Ltd., iron- 
mongery; Greenwood & Airvac Ventilating Co., Ltd., ventilating 
louvres; Haywards, Ltd., metal staircase; Holcon, Ltd., Carda 
windows; Horsley Smith & Co. (Hayes), Ltd., cork tiling. 

T. & W. Ide, Ltd., glass dome lights; Johnson & Phillips, cable Passenger elevator from ground floor to concourse. 
racking; Key Engineering Co., Ltd., telephone ducting; Lamson 
Engineering Co., Ltd., pneumatic tube system; H. H. Martyn & Co. 
Ltd., entrance door and screens; Metalastic, Ltd., cushy foot mount- 
ings for lifts; Morris Singer Co., Ltd., balustrading; Mosaic & 
Terrazzo Precast Co. (Staines), Lid., terrazzo partitions; Natural 
Rock Asphalte, Ltd., asphalt roofing and tanking; Newells Insulation 
Co., Ltd., asbestos spray; Nine Elms Stone Masonry Works, marble 
paving; Norris Warming Co., Ltd., heating and hot water and 
ventilation; Parkinsons (Wall Tiling), Ltd., floor and wall tiles; 
Permanite, Ltd., roofing felt; Pilkington Bros., Ltd., anti-sun glass; 
Potter Rax, Ltd., shutter gates; Rowan and Boden, Ltd., thermo- 
plastic floors; Structural Services, Ltd., plumbing; Trussed Concrete 
Steel Co., Ltd., precast floor units; V.G. (London), Ltd., linoleum; 
and Wiggins-Sankey, Ltd., asbestos roofing. 


SOUTH-EAST FACE BUILDING 

J. & B. Abbott (Contractors), Ltd., painting; Acme Showcard & 
Sign Co., Ltd., signs; Ayrshire Dockyard Co., Ltd., metal partitions; 
Aygee, Ltd.. metal windows and glazing; Frederick Braby & Co., 
Ltd., ventilating louvres; Builders’ Supply Co. (Hayes), Ltd., joinery; 
D. Burkle & Son, Ltd., joinery; Carter & Co. (London), Ltd., wall 
tiles; James Clark & Eaton, Ltd., mirrors: Chatwood Safe & Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., strongroom door; Clark, Hunt & Co., Ltd., galvanised 
mild steel brackets; Cooper Wettern & Co., Ltd., cast stone; Cork 
Insulation & Asbestos Co., Ltd., cork insulation; Horace W. Cullum 

Co., Ltd., acoustic ceiling; Curfew Doors & Shutters, Ltd. steel 
shutters; Concrete, Ltd., precast floor units; Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., venetian blinds; John Dale, Ltd., suspended ceilings: 
Deans Blinds (Putney), Ltd., sun blinds; Dent & Hellyer Sanitation, 
Ltd., plumbing; W. H. Earley, Ltd., dust screens and hoppers; John 
— et. i. flag we en Installations, Ltd., 
electrical work; Davi sdaile & Co., Ltd., fibrous plaster; E. J. ? iri, 
Elgood, Ltd., cork tiles; Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd., kitchen equipment; Spectators restaurant on airside, second ficor. 
Faulkner Greene & Co., Ltd., patent glazing. 

Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd., metal-faced plywood; J. S. & F. 
Folkard, Ltd., sanitary fittings; General Constructional & Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., luggage racks; James Gibbons, Ltd., ironmongery; 
Girlings Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd., flower boxes: Granwood Flooring 
Co., Ltd., Granwood flooring; Harris & Sheldon, Ltd., shop fronts; 
Hill Bros., plastering; A. Horrocks & Sons, Ltd., granolithic peving. 
Horsley, Smith & Co. (Hayes), Ltd., hardwood strip flooring; E. 
Aldam & Co., Ltd., sliding door gear; Holcon, Ltd., Carda aes 
G.N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., heating and hot water and ventilation; 
F& hgh roof - _ os td Ltd., terrazzo tile . 
paving; Key Engineering Co., Ltd., telephone ducting: Lamson ) 
Engineering Co., Ltd., pneumatic tubes; Light Steelwork (1925), Ltd., Control Tow er an Passenger 
handrailing = a a go ly mony jcigetrical d ] i 
installation; Macartney, Ltd., felt roofing; Marryat cott, Ltd., lifts thy 
installation; H. H. Martyn & Co., Ltd., bronze skirtings; Mosaic and Buil Ing, London Centra Airport 
Terrazzo Precast Co. (Staines), Ltd., terrazzo partitions. 

Nine Elms Stone Masonry Works, marble paving; Natural Rock 
Asphalte, Ltd., asphalt roofing and tanking; Permunite, Ltd., 
waterproof roof pavings; Potter Rax, Ltd., shutters; A. Quiligotti & 
Co., Ltd., terrazzo paving; Rowan & Boden, Ltd., thermoplastic 
floors; Runnymede Rubber Co., Ltd., rubber flooring; Edward A. 
Sargent, anti-vibration mats; Shutter Contractors, Ltd., shutters: 
Sovex, Ltd., conveyors; Steel Bracketing & Lathing, Ltd., steel 
bracketing; R. Wallace & Co., roof garden work; G. & W. Waller. 
Ltd., signs; Waygood-Otis. Ltd., escalators; Williams & Williams, Ltd., 
aluminium windows; Zanelli (London), Ltd., floor and wall tiling. 
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Secretariat of Communications and Works, Colonia Navarte. Francisco Zuniga, Sculptor. 


MEXICAN ARCHITECTURE 


(Continued from page 701) 

sity City, familiar enough from the archi- 
tectural publications to need no further 
reference here than to urge the reader 
not to miss the opportunity to see it in 
a context of 4,000 years. 

The names I would commend to atten- 
tion are those of Santiago Greenham, 
and (because I want to sow the thought 


that he may indicate by his strange, 
evocative shapes where Mexico, and per- 
haps others, may one day go from here) 
Cevallos. The script’s claim for Mexico, 
as heir to 40 centuries of architecture and 
““a synthesis of the highest cultural tradi- 
tions of the Native American, and one 
of the most highly developed aspects of 
Western Culture” is a bold one, but 
seems supported by the evidence of this 
exhibition. 





Primary school, Colonia Proletaria. 


Luis G. Rivadenyra, Architect. 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 
The Tite Prize Competition 


5 


IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 127 competito 
took part in the RIBA Tite Prize en love 
competition. The following competito 
have been selected to proceed with the fin 
drawings for the competition :— 


G. J. Badnell (Department of Architectur>, 
Northern Polytechnic, London); James Bannister (D :- 
partment of Architecture, University of Sheffielc 

. G. M. Crerar (School of Architecture, The Roy | 
Technical College, Glasgow); M. B. Everitt (Scho)! 
of Architecture, Leicester Colleges of Art and Tec - 
nology); W. J. Fisher (Department of Architectur 
Northern Polytechnic, London); G. S. N. Hawtho 
(School of Architecture. The Roval Technical Colleg , 
Glasgow); J. H. Hutchinson (Leeds School of Arch - 
tecture); R. J. B. Keene (School of Architectur 
Leicester Colleges of Art and Technology): A. | 
Modinos (School of Architecture, The Royal Technic 
College, Glasgow); A. M. Rome (The RWA School 
Architecture. Bristol): Miss A. J. Ross (Schoal cf 
Robert Gordon's Technical Colleg 


er 7 


—_ 


Architecture, 
Aberdeen). 


The Soane Medallion Competition 


IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 125 Competito: 
took part in the Soane Medallion en log 
competition. The following competito: 
have been selected to proceed with the fin: 
drawings for the competition :— 


M. J. Attenborough (Nottingham School of Arch.- 
tecture); Richard Bryant (School of Architecturc, 
Leicester Colleges of Art and Technology); Geoffrey 
Copcutt (School of Architecture, Leicester Colleges. 
of Art and Technology): William Cove (School of 
Architecture. The Polytechnic, Regent —_ Stree', 
London); Jorn Cuthbertson (School of Architecture, 
The Polytechnic. Regent Street. London); Thomas 
Hancock (School of Architecture. Leicester Colleges 
of Art and Technology): Miss A. E. Heyworth (Liver- 
pool School of Architecture, University of Liverpool): 
Oe 2 Imlach (School of Architecture, Robert 
Gordon’s Technical College, Aberdeen); W. Y. Salter 
(School of Architecture, Robert Gordon’s Technica! 
College, Aberdeen); R. M. Smart (Department of 
Architecture, Northern Polytechnic, London); R. F 
Smith (Birmingham School of Architecture); L. G. D. 
Thompson (School of Architecture, Edinburgh 
College of Art); S. M. Walker (The School of Archi- 
tecture, The Polytechnic, Regent Street. London). 


YORK AND EAST YORKSHIRE 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY 


Annual Dinner 


v 


v 


THE establishment of a Chair of Architec- 
ture at the University of Hull was urged 
by COLONEL RUPERT ALEC-SMITH, founder 
of the East Yorkshire Georgian Society, 
replying to the toast of the guests at the 
annual dinner of the York and East York- 
shire Architectural Society, held at the 
Royal Station Hotel, Hull. on April 15. 

He felt that the Society, as a professional 
body, would agree that a Chair of Architec- 
ture at the University would be a stimulus 
to their profession and a great advancement 
in the cause of good architecture in the 
area. 


OBITUARY 


S. E. Castle, FRIBA 


Mr. Sydney Ernest Castle, FRIBA, who 
died at his home in London on March 23, 
at the age of 71, was the architect in charge 
of the Ministry of Education scheme im- 
mediately after the war for converting 
existing buildings for use as teachers’ train- 
ing colleges under the Teachers’ Emergency 
Training Scheme. He was for many years 
a contributor to architectural journals, and 
in the late 1920s undertook a lecture tour 
in America. He had been in practice since 
1906 and was the architect responsible for 
the design of the News Chronicle building 
in Bouverie-sireet. 
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News of the Week 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 


BUILDING firms who are regularly 

invited to submit tenders for LCC 
contracts are to be asked by the council’s 
general purposes committee to sign a 
special declaration. 

The declaration will be to the effect 
that (a) they will not communicate to a 
person other than the council the amount 
of any proposed tender for the construc- 
tion of a building, and (b) they will not 
adjust the amount of any proposed tender 
in accordance with any agreement or 
arrangement between them and any per- 
son other than the council. 

The committee’s decision arose from a 
suggestion to local authorities by the 
Minister of Works, who had already 
taken similar action regarding Govern- 
ment contracts for new buildings. 


ABS GENERAL MEETING | 


THE annual general meeting of the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society will be 
held at the RIBA on Wednesday, May 4. 
Mr. Aslin, CBE, PRIBA, President, will 
take the chair at 12 noon. 


LEVERHULME SCHOLARSHIP 


Tue Leverhulme Scholarship, tenable 
at the-Architectural Association School 
of Architecture, London, value £2,000, 
which includes payment of fees and 
maintenance for five years, has been 
awarded this year to Mr. Andrew W. 
Anderson (City of Norwich Grammar 
School). 


THE GEORGIAN GROUP 


ARRANGEMENTS have been made for 
members of the Georgian Group to see 
over a number of notable Georgian 
houses during the summer. The first 
visits are tomorrow, April 30, to Broad- 
lands, near Romsey, and to Cranbury 
Park, near Winchester. Details of these 
and subsequent visits are obtainable from 
the Group’s secretary at its new address: 
c/o Mr. R. H. Davies, 44, Lowndes- 
street, SW1. 


REDUCING BUILDING COSTS 


THE RICS Junior Organisation, which 
had planned a talk, “ Reducing Building 
Costs,” by Mr. D. E Woodbine Parish, 
FIOB, for April 21 regret that this meet- 
ing had to be cancelled. Arrangements 
have now been made for thé meeting to 
be held at the Institution, 12, Great 
George-street, SW1, on Thursday, May 5, 
at 6 p.m., preceded by light refreshments 
from 5.30 p.m. No tickets required. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. GeorGe L. Sykes, AIQS, announces that he 
has commenced in private practice as incorporated 
quantity surveyor with offices at Barclays Bank Build- 
ings, 3, Bolton-rd., Walkden, Manchester. Temporary 
tel: Walkden 3585. 

MEssrs, SHERWIN & AXTELL, chartered quantity 
surveyors, of 8, Buckingham Palace-gdns., West- 
minster, SW1, and of 4, South-sq., Boston, Lincoln- 
shire, have dissolved their partnership as from 
April 5, 1955. Mr. S. W. SHERWIN, FRICS, will 
continue to practise under his own name at 116, 
Victoria-st., Westminster, SW1, and at 4, South-sq., 
Boston. Mr. STANLEY AXTELL, FRICS, will practise 
under his own name at Peninsular House, 28, 
Monument-st.,; London, EC3, and at Winchester. 

Messrs. D. R. Notans & Co., chartered surveyors, 
have taken into partnership Mr. R. F. Bevan, ARICS, 
and Mr. R. Greaves, ARICS, both of whom 
have -been. members of their staff for a number of 
years. From May 2 the firm’s new London address 
will be 14, Charterhouse-square, EC1. 


THE BUILDER 


PLANS FOR ST. PAUL’S 
PRECINCT 


Sir William Holford Commissioned by 
City Corporation 


PPHE Common Council of the City of 

London on April 21 decided to com- 
mission Sir William Holford, FRIBA, MTPI, 
as an architectural and planning consultant 
to submit proposals for the treatment of the 
area round St. Paul’s Cathedral. A report 
on the matter submitted by the Corpora- 
tion’s Improvements and Town Planning 
Committee, was summarised in The Builder 
of April 1. 


The proposals are to be submitted in the 
form of drawings and models with an ex- 
planatory statement on layout of buildings 
and roads approaching St. Paul’s—including 
Newgate Street, the New Road, Carter Lane, 
and Ludgate Hill—and the preservation or 
creation of views of the cathedral from other 
parts of London, and factors affecting the 
skyline. The Common Council also approved 
the proposal of the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government for setting up a commit- 
tee consisting of the Minister (or his repre- 
sentative), the chairman of the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee of the City 
and the chairman of the LCC Town Plan- 
ning Committee (or his representative). 


Mr. J. Batty, chairman of the Improve- 
ments and Town Planning Committee, in 
submitting the recommendations, said that 
the matter had received the approval of the 
Minister and of the local planning authority. 


CAPTAIN A. INSTONE suggested ,that any 
proposals agreed by the joint committee in- 
volving change in previous financial esti- 
mates should form the subject of another 
report for the approval of the court. He 
sought to add words to the recommendation 
to ensure this. 


The Town CLERK said that acceptance and 
approval, or rejection or modification, of 
any proposals (with due regard to financial 
considerations) remained with the court. 


Mr. Batty said that the report was ex- 
pected within 12 months. Financial estimates 
could not be made until the committee had 
the proposals of Sir William Holford, which 
would be brought to the court. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, April 28, 1855 


PRESENT CONDITIONS AND FUTURE 
PROSPECTS OF ARCHITECTURE.—The 
colonies do not now afford an oppor- 
tunity to an architect. Australia, which 
seems from its resources to promise a 
fair chance, is not sufficiently settled, and 
is already as nearly overstocked with 
architects as England. . . . The condition 
and prospects of those who .are unsuc- 
cessful in that expensive country, where 
there is no Architects’ Benevolent Society 
to fall back upon, and where all who can- 
not labour with their hands meet with so 
little sympathy from their neighbours, is 
dreary indeed. 


I have thus endeavoured to sketch, 
however imperfectly, the present con- 
dition of architects; and although the 
picture is not a pleasing one, it is to be 
feared thai it is only too accurate. 


From an article by ALFRED RIMMER. 
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NEWAWARD FOR SCOTTISH 
HOUSING DESIGN 


Saltire Society's Incentive to Private 
Enterprise 


N view of the marked increase in the 

building of houses for sale or to let 
by private enterprise, resulting from the 
relaxation of building controls, the Sal- 
tire Society announces the institution of 
a new award for housing, in order to 
encourage better design in projects spon- 
sored by private enterprise. 

For many years it has been a common 
complaint that the standard of design of 
commercially built bungalows and 
terraced houses has been monotonous, 
has lacked distinction and has generally 
left much to be desired: and the Society 
feels that this recently reopened field for 
private enterprise should be used by 
building contractors and _ building 
societies as an opportunity for enhancing 
the new areas being opened up for 
development to a far greater degree than 
was the case in Scotland before the war. 
By drawing attention to examples of well- 
designed housing through this new 
award, therefore, it is hoped that others 
will find it worth their while to pay more 
heed to this aspect of commercial 
enterprise. 

The Society feels that while there has 
been a marked improvement in design 
in industry owing to the activities of such 
bodies as the Council of Industrial 
Design, design in commercially sponsored 
housing has lagged behind. In some 
areas, indeed, it is noted that contractors 
are actually continuing to erect bunga- 
lows of the same poor designs as were 
employed before 1939; though there are 
welcome indications that some contrac- 
tors at least are now employing archi- 
tects in an effort to produce better 
results for the capital invested. 

This award, which will be administered 
by the Saltire Society, will be made for 
the lay-out and design of groups of 
houses built to let or for sale by private 
enterprise, not for single houses. The 
award taking the fgrm of illustrated 
scrolls will be given to the contractor 
and the designer, and a plaque will be 
placed on a house in the successful 
scheme. * 

It is hoped that the standard of design 
and lay-out will be sufficiently good to 
justify an annual award, the first being 
for groups of houses sponsored by 
private enterprise and completed in the 
period between the end of the war and 
December, 1954. 

In its efforts to increase public appre- 
ciation of good architecture in Scotland 
the Saltire Society has, since 1937, spon- 
sored annual awards for the design of 
local authority housing, in co-operation 
with the Department of Health for Scot- 
land; and has recently instituted, also 
with the Department’s approval, an 
award for the restoration and rehabili- 
tation of the centres of old towns and 
villages. Schemes eligible for all these 
awards are assessed by a special panel of 
members of the Society consisting of 
four registered architects, a civil engineer 
and two lay members, their recommen- 
dations being subject to Council approval. 
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MoW Technical Information 


A WIDESPREAD SERVICE 


In a Leading Article on April 15, we drew attention to the fact that there had 
been an interruption in publication of the Advisory Leaflets issued by the 
Ministry of Works, and went on to say that the closing down of the Ministry’s 


technical information services was to be regarded as retrogressive. 


The 


Ministry, while acknowledging that there has been an interruption in the appear- 
ance of the Advisory Leaflets (a hiatus which the industry will be glad to note is 
shortly to end) point out that the Technical Information Services otherwise are 
very much alive, and their scope is outlined in the following article which we 
are happy to print as showing that our account of their death was grossly 


exaggerated!—ED. 


T the end of the war and in the years 
immediately following, the Ministry 
of Works organised a number of com- 
mittees to study the latest knowledge in 
the various fields of building research and 
practice; the findings of these bodies 
were later published by His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office as a series of Post-War 
Building Studies or were incorporated in 
British Standard Codes of Practice. 

At the same time the Ministry’s Chief 
Scientific Adviser and his staff were 
engaged in a number of investigations 
of new techniques and materials and par- 
ticularly of the economics of various 
building methods. Some of the results of 
this work were made generally known 
through articles contributed to the techni- 
cal Press and others gave rise to a series 
of National Building Studies, which were 
intended to supplement the earlier publi- 
cations as new knowledge became 
available. 


NEW METHODS 


In 1950 the Ministry's work in 
scientific research and development was 
transferred to the Building Research 
Station of the DSIR and with it the 
means of putting out the first versions 
of its results and findings. Since then, 
however, the Ministry has maintained a 
Technical Information Service for the 
building industry aimed at encouraging 
the application of new knowledge in 
building and the spread of up-to-date 
standards of good practice. This service 
Is operated by Technical Information 
Officers at the Ministry’s headquarters in 
London, Edinburgh and Cardiff and at 
ae of its Regional Offices throughout 

ngland. Its objects are to draw attention 
to the results of scientific research and 
development and to help individuals in 
the industry both to identify opportuni- 
ties for using up-to-date knowledge and 
to apply that knowledge to their own 
particular problems; it also helps to keep 
research organisations aware of local 
—— and difficulties. 

e€ main aim of the Ministry of 
Works’ Technical Information Officers rd 
to show how practical problems can be 
solved by the application of knowledge 
gained as a result of research. They do 
not exist to give the sort of advice nor- 
mally obtained from professional con- 
sultants; when an inquiry opens up a real 
prospect of successful application of the 
results of research, their job is to seek out 
the basic reasons for the problem and 
to attempt to deal with it even if the 
work involves personal discussion with 
the inquirer and visits to the site. Good 


examples of the kind of problem most 
suitable for reference to the service are 
the choice and efficient use of modern 
equipment, use of new materials to the 
best advantage, and precautions against 
failures in every day work. Their work 
extends the services offered by central 
research organisations and helps members 
of the industry to use the facilities which 
these organisations provide; it is often 
easier to discuss difficulties on the spot 
than to write about them, and the Techni- 
cal Information Officers are available 
when and where they are wanted. They 
have access to sources of up-to-date 
information and to experts in every field 
of technical development and, if they 
cannot always give answers to particular 
problems themselves, they know where 
to go for advice and how best to obtain 
it. The scope of their service includes 
constructional methods, materials and. 
techniques and all matters of site organi- 
sation, but they do not, of course, deal 
with wages and working agreements. 
Each winter the Technical Information 
Service organises a programme of some 
250 technical lectures at various centres 
throughout the country. Much of the 
value of a lecture meeting is derived from 
the discussion it arouses, and the best dis- 
cussions are stimulated by speakers who 
describe some aspect of research and 
development on which they themselves 
are working, or new methods and 
materials within their own practical ex- 
perience. The lectures are open to every- 
one interested in building and, as far as 
possible, subjects are chosen which are 
appropriate to local problems and con- 
ditions. The main sources of speakers 
are the central research organisations and 
the Ministry’s own professional staff; the 
services of local experts, however, are 
welcomed, and an increasing contribution 
is being made by senior technicians in 
the larger building firms and by industrial 
research and development associations. 
All details of local organisation are 
handled by the Technical Information 
Officers; the general programme and 
arrangements for speakers from central 
sources are dealt with at headquarters. 


BUILDING. FILMS 


The Technical Information Service 
maintains lists of technical films on a 
wide variety of building subjects. It 
lends many of these films to organisations 
and private firms in the industry for 
showing to their members and staff, and 
-the Technical Information Officers give 
advice on the selection of suitable films 
and assist if required with arrangements 
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for showing them. 

The Ministry stages exhibits at the 
major building trade exhibitions in 
London and elsewhere and organises a 
plant exhibition and demonstration at a 
different centre each year; this year’s 
exhibition will be held in Glasgow from 
June 8-15. In addition, its Technical 
Information Officers co-operate with the 
Building Departments of leading Techni- 
cal Colleges in the arrangement of “ Open 
Weeks” where important technical 
developments are shown, and they contri- 
bute display material to any small ex- 
hibitions where it can be appropriately 
staged; they attend all these exhibitions 
both to answer inquiries and to provide 
any further information that visitors may 
be encouraged to seek. 

It is estimated that each year some 
20,000 people concerned with building 
attend the lecture meetings organised by 
the Ministry’s Technical Information 
Service, over 40,000 see technical films 
through its agency and more than 50,000 
attend exhibitions arranged with its co- 
operation. 


AVAILABLE TO ALL 


The service is available to everyone 
concerned with building, but it is to the 
smaller firms that it has most to offer and 
particularly to builders and their foremen 
and senior craftsmen who have few re- 
sources for keeping abreast of progress 
in so wide a field or for interpreting 
scientific and technical publications to 
their own advantage. To help this section 
of the industry the Ministry publishes 2 
series of Advisory Leaflets designed to 
give authoritative information on various 
aspects of building practice in clear and 
simple terms. Over the last few years 
36 leaflets have appeared and more than 
one and a half million copies have been 
sold; there have been temporary diffi- 
culties in maintaining the rate of new 
production in this series but it is intended 
to resume publication this year. Both 
the service and the Ministry’s Directorate 
General of Works supply the technical 
Press with articles on new technical ex- 
perience and methods from time to time. 

Full advantage of the facilities which 
the service offers depends on co-opera- 
tion and help from the industry itself. 
Lectures, exhibitions and discussions are 
indispensable means of spreading new 
knowledge, but it is essential to follow up 
with individuals the interest that has 
been aroused. Local associations in the 
industry can help the Technical Informa- 
tion Officers to do this more effectively 
by undertaking much of «the detailed 
organisation of local events and en- 
couraging their members to take advan- 
tage of the inquiry service. 

The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion, for example, has organised a special 
service for its own members which is 
operated jointly by their officers and 4 
member of the headquarters staff of the 
Technical Information Service. The 
Association’s area secretaries do much to 
distribute up-to-date publications among 
the members and to encourage references 
to the service; many of the problems 
dealt with are reviewed in the Associa- 
tion’s bulletins which are reprinted in the 
technical Press. 
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THE BUILDER 


“ The Building Industry in Denmark” 


TALKS AT CHARTERED QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ MEETING 


\ GENERAL MEETING of Quantity 

id Surveyor members of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors was 
held at 12, Great George-street, West- 
minster, SW1, on April 20, when a dele- 
gation from Denmark, comprising Mr. 
Frederiksen, Mr. Viggo Noerby and Mr. 
Bjorn Bindslev, gave talks on “The 
Building Industry in Denmark,” from 
which extracts are given below. The 
chair at the meeting was taken by Mr. 
G. P. Vale. 


Mr. ViGGo Noersy said: In the name 
of the Danish Institute of Measurement 
and Estimates in Building, I have the 
honour. to thank the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors for having invited 
us to be present at this meeting and to 
address you about the Danish building 
industry. I bring also the kindest re- 
gards of our Chairman, who at the last 
moment was taken ill, and gave me all 
the responsibility of representing our 
Board of Directors here today. 

At the same time, I wish to thank you 
for the great kindness with which you 
received our research delegation two 
years ago. The result of that study tour 
has been extremely valuable in our con- 
sideration of the problem of introducing 
a system of quantity surveying in Den- 
mark. I should like especially to thank 
Mr. Sweett for the lecture which he de- 
livered to the Quantity Surveyors’ Com- 
mittee which has been set up by the 
Danish Ministry of Housing. 

We Danes have arranged our task this 
evening so that first I shall try to give 
you an impression of the general con- 
ditions in Danish building; secondly, Mr. 
Frederiksen will speak about the Danish 
Institute and Danish contracting practice; 
and finally Mr. Bindslev will speak 
about the investigation of the introduc- 
tion of quantity surveying in Denmark. 

As you know, Denmark is a small 
country. Our population is only 4.3 
million, so that if you compare our 
figures with yours you must multiply by 
ten. In our building industry about 
100,000 workers are employed. The 
building industry takes the central 
Position in our economy; it represents a 
material part of the country’s invest- 
ments; building in Denmark is a key 
industry. 


HOUSING PRODUCTION 


_ The annual housing production—that 
is, dwelling houses—during recent years 
has been about 20,000 dwellings, and 
Tepresents very nearly the maximum utili- 
sation of the country’s building capacity 
by traditional building methods, because 
we must also take into account building 
for public purposes, industry, farming 
and other businesses. 

At present Denmark uses about 3 per 
cent. of its net annual national income 
for house building, which is less than in 
the other Scandinavian countries, but 
Which corresponds very nearly to the 
Situation in England. - 

Denmark went through the war with- 
out war devastation worth mentioning, 


and our building problems have arisen 
from the following three circumstances: 
(1) That during the war we were un- 
able to build enough to cover the de- 
mand for the increasing population; 
(2) Because the price development 
has been unhappy; 


(3) Because the post-war industrial 
boom in connection with the mechani- 
sation in farm districts has caused 
rather big migration to the towns. 


RENT CONTROL 


Our post-war housing policy was based 
on our expectation that it should be 
possible after the war to return to the 
price levels that we had before the war. 
Therefore, with the consent of all politi- 
cal parties, it was decided that we should 
keep our pre-war rent level both in old 
and in new houses—in the old by means 
of a rent restriction and a prohibition 
against tenants being given notice to 
quit; and in the newly-constructed 
houses by means of a large-scale Govern- 
ment finance scheme in connection with 
granting subsidies, mostly in the form of 
interest reductions on Goverment loans. 

It soon turned out that the fundamental 
basis of this policy was very unsound. 
Instead of falling prices and unemploy- 
ment, we had increasing prices and nearly 
full employment—and sometimes more— 
so that the result was (or ought to have 
been) that as soon as possible we ought 
to have given up the idea of keeping pre- 
war rent levels. However, many dis- 
putes had to be fought and many elec- 
tions held before the heavy decision was 
taken to increase the rents. 


BUILDING COST INDEX 


The building price index is now 275, 
based on the prices in September, 1939. 
The result of this has been that the rents 
in newly-constructed buildings — even 
taking into account the big subsidies— 
are between 80 and 90 per cent. higher 
than before the war. This development 
has led to tension between new and old 
rents which has spoiled the mobility of 
the dwelling market and consequently has 
led to a bad utilisation of our stock of 
dwellings. Small families live in too big 
flats, and vice versa. 

The rent-stop leads to bad repair of 
the houses and will in the long run mean 
a slow-down in house production — in 


that respect, one need only look at the 


conditions in France. 

Finally, the change in the relationship 
between income and rent will lead to an 
increase in the demand for space and in 
the total consumption, which will make 
it more difficult to meet the demand for 
housing. 

At the same time the Government has 
been forced to take over more and more 
of the financing of new housing and 
now covers about 90 per cent. of all new 
building, and when the State financing 
system which had hitherto been utilised 
preved to have deficiencies, it was very 
desirable to make a change in the whole 
system. The result of these considerations 
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has been quite new legislation which was 
introduced last week, on April 16. 

The main features of this new 
housing policy are that we are to 
give up our rent-stop policy in the 
course of three years, and allow house 
owners an increase of 24 per cent., dis- 
tributed as 16, 4, and 4; that is, 16 per 
cent. this year, 4 per cent. next year, and 
4 per cent. in 1957. In addition, there 
will be an increase in the taxation for 
local authorities of 3 per cent., so that the 
result will be a total increase in rent of 
27 per cent. The finance policy will also 
be changed. 

In different ways we are trying to im- 
prove our housing standards, to widen 
our capacity and, so far as possible, to 
make the houses cheaper. 

The extent of introduction of mechani- 
cal equipment is still unsatisfactory, 
partly because such equipment is often 
so expensive that the little master artisan 
cannot himself finance the purchase, nor 
is he in a position to utilise the equip- 
ment effectively. The Danish Ministry 
of Housing has therefore taken the 
initiative of opening the machinery 


stations of building which, through hiring 
out modern equipment for building, will 
in time to come offer an important con- 
promotion of 


tribution _to the 
mechanisation. 


The Danish Institute’s Work and 
Contracting Practice 


Mr. ERLING FREDERIKSEN _ said: 
The Joint Organisation of Danish Non- 
Profit Housing Societies founded the 
Byggeriets Beregningsinstitut in the 
spring of 1945. This may be translated 
as “ The Institute of Measurements and 
Estimates for the Building Trade,” which 
indicates some of the tasks of the insti- 
tute. For practical reasons, however, I 
shall use a pseudonym, namely the BB 
Institute, or simply the Institute. 

The BB Institute was founded as an 
independent institution which receives no 
subsidy of any kind from anybody for 
any part of its work. The existence of 
the Institute is consequently dependent 
on the fees received for the work 
executed. The Institute is managed by 
a Board of Directors, consisting of 22 
persons, who are associated with Minis- 
tries, public utility building owners’ 
organisations, architects’ organisations, 
and engineers’ organisations. So far, the 
contractors and the builders are not re- 
presented but efforts are being made to 
remedy this deficiency. Five members of 
the Board of Directors make up a select 
body, the Executive Committee. The 
daily work of the Institute is managed 
by the Director, who is my humble self. 


THE MAIN OBJECT 


The by-laws define the object of the 
Institute as to effect improvement of and 
lower prices in building, especially non- 
profit house building. This object is 
pursued through: (a) calculating the 
quantities of materials and building 
prices and making technical economic 
examinations of building projects sub- 
mitted, to ensure that the tenders will not 
be too high; (b) controlling tenders, bills 
for extras and building accounts; (c) in- 
vestigating technical economic problems 
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of general interest to building; and 
(d) utilising the experience of the Institute 
and using its staff members in the solu- 
tion of other problems according to the 
decisions of the Board of Directors an 
the Executive Committee. . 

Traditional building work in Denmark 
is normally divided among at least nine 
contractors, namely, the mason, the 
carpenter, the joiner, the glazier, the 
plumber, the sanitary contractor, the 
central heating contractor, the painter 
and the electrician. It is not unusual for , 
up to 15 to 20 contractors to figure in the 
accounts of a building work. 

Practically all building work is based 
on piece-work contracts, and the payment 
of wages is based on the rate agreements 
made between the organisations of the 
parties. These agreements have been 
embodied in a vast number of highly de- 
tailed unit price rates. 

During the first five-year period, the 
Institute was chiefly assigned tasks by 
non-profit-making housing societies, but 
private building owners and Government 
institutions were also counted among its 
clients. 

Whenever the Institute, after its control 
calculations, finds reasons for objecting 
to the price of a tender, the discussions 
with the contractors are normally left 
to the Institute. 


“ REMARKABLE RESULTS” 
The results achieved are, in our 


opinion, remarkable if we take into con- 


sideration that in the first instance it is 
a matter of tenders which are already 
the lowest ones in the competition, and 
secondly, the controlling institution has 
no legal force. The Institute has had to 
rely entirely on negotiations based on 
impartial and correct calculations. 

During recent years the work of the 
Institute has, inter alia, been influenced 
by the Research Institute established in 
1947—the Danish National Institute of 
Building Research. For this Research 
Institute the BB Institute has carried out 
a vast number of economic estimates in 
connection with the tasks taken up in 
building research. 

Contemporaneously with these prob- 
lems of research, the work of controlling 
tenders has been continued, but the 
latter work has followed a somewhat 
different line. This change has been 
caused by our special system of inviting 
tenders. This special system, which 
requires a further explanation, may be 
briefly described as follows: “ Competi- 
tion is all right, but for heaven’s sake not 
too much of it.” 

For many years the Danish master 
artisans and contractors have in their 
organisations endeavoured to cast a 
damper on competition. These efforts 
were a counter-move against the state of 
affairs prevailing at the beginning of the 
*thirties, when the struggle between the 
contractors was particularly fierce on 
account of the economic conditions. 
Contractors who experienced that period 
often characterise the conditions as 
follows: when the net price of a work 
had been calculated, you had to ask 
yourself, “ How much am I to deduct if 
I want to have a chance to get the job? ” 
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You see, it was a question of working for 
nothing. , 

As a certain profit is essential for the 
existence of a business enterprise, the 
contractor had to try to get such profit 
through a hard-boiled interpretation of 
the contract. Either he delivered 
qualities inferior to those anticipated by 
the building owner, or he worked out a 
hair-splitting interpretation of the con- 
tract so that absolutely essential ‘works 
had to be paid for as extras. In this con- 
nection we must also bear in mind that 
we in Denmark have no bill of quantities 
as the basis of inviting tenders. If the 
contractor did not manage to get safely 
ashore in this way, his boat was soon 
filled with water and he had to close his 
business. 


PARALLEL WITH LBC 


As a counter-move against those con- 
ditions many contractors’ organisations 
agreed upon a certain modification of the 
competition. This modification was 
carried out by means of advance tender- 
ing in the organisation, as a rule the day 
before the actual date of tendering, as 
with the London Builders’ Conference. 
It was a typical form of modification 
that the tender nearest to the average of 
all the tenders was submitted as the 
lowest tender in the actual competition. 


* All the lower tenders were raised just as 


much above the average as they were 
originally below that figure. Another 
typical form was that one tender out of 
each five participants was adjusted 
upwards. In a competition of 20 
tenderers, the four lowest ones had to 
put up with an increase of their tenders 
above number five in the competition. 
The fact that in a few cases the organisa- 
tions resorted to an increase of. all 
tenders by a fixed amount which the 


~ nominated contractor had to hand over 


to his less successful competitors serves 
only to make the picture complete. 

Of course, these modifications of the 
competition were no success with the 
building owners, but the authorities had 
no means of stopping them. In 1943 
the Minister of Trade set up a committee 
representing all parties for the purpose of 
investigating these conditions. In its 
report, the committee established that a 
certain modification of the competition 
could be tolerated, and the following pro- 
posals were made: 

Modification of the competition 
should be prohibited when only one or 
two tenders are submitted. In all other 
cases either an open or a closed modi- 
fication of the competition should be 
permitted. 

The open form should be applied by 
the organisation if the building owner 
agrees to it when requested to do so. 

The closed form could only be used 
when the building owner refuses to 
agree to the open form. 


EXCLUSION OF LOW TENDERS 

In the open form the organisation 
would guarantee that all tenders were 
submitted direct to the building owner 
without the intervention of the organi- 
sation. In return the organisation would 
be entitled to demand within four days 
of the tendering the exclusion of too low 
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tenders. If the building owner refused 
to accept this demand, and if negotiations 
were fruitless, an arbitration committee 
should be set up with two representatives 
from each party, those representatives 
having no direct interest in the case 
concerned. 


That committee would decide to what 
extent the demand was justified and in 
addition to the two extremes—complete 
approval or complete rejection — it 
would have the possibility of taking any 
intermediate stand. If the building 
owner did not permit the open form of 
modification of the competition, the 
organisation would be entitled to apply 
the closed form, the main characteristics 
of which correspond to the afore- 
mentioned modifications applied before 
the committee on tendering procedure 
was set up. 

It would be an absolute condition of 
the carrying out of these two forms of 
modification of the competition that the 
by-laws of the organisations should con- 
tain provisions to that effect, and such 
provisions should be registered with, and 
approved by, the  price-controlling 
authorities and should be entered in a 
register which would be open to the 
public. 


THE NEW SYSTEM 


This system proposed by the com- 
mittee was accepted by the Ministry of 
Trade in 1946 as the price-controlling 
authority’s basis for the work on the 
question of tendering, and since then the 
system has been applied under the name 
of “the new system of tendering.” 

The system, which began to gain a 
footing only after a few years, has re- 
sulted in a change of line in the work of 
the BB Institute. The members of the 
staff of the Institute have in a large num- 
ber of cases appeared as representatives 
of the building owners in arbitration com- 
mittees. When, a couple of years ago, 
we had taken part in 65 such cases, we 
made an investigation of the outcome of 
those cases, and a few figures from this 
investigation may serve as an indication 
of the consequences of the system. 

In response to these 65 invitations for 
tenders, 871 tenders were submitted, out 
of which 42 per cent. were subject to 
demands for exclusion as being too low. 
The trial of the cases by the arbitration 
committee, and possibly by the umpire, 
reduced the number of excluded tenders 
to 24 per cent. The total of the lowest 
tenders which were not ultimately ex- 
cluded is as high as no more than 5 per 
cent. less than the total of the averages 
of the individual tenderings. 

A later investigation made by the price- 
controlling authority on the basis of 
more copious material resulted in the 
finding that modifications of the com- 
petition had been developed further than 
was required and deemed necessary for 
protection against unfair competition. It 
was likewise established that there 
seemed to be a tendency to abandon the 
system of inviting tenders in favour of 
other methods, which is considered 
unfortunate. 

This system of. inviting tenders was 
originally regarded with a certain scepti- 
cism by both sides, and the system has 





taken 
the ci 
That 
expre 
less t 
very 1 
The 
ling ¢ 
gatior 
now | 
setting 
which 
partie: 
The 
more 
comm 
prise 
to buil 
mittee 
on the 
The 
io the 
hence 
how n 
work 
partly 
basis f 
and the 
seemed 
embark 
improv 
tenders 
concerr 
Fron 
When \ 
their ey 
selves 1 
so we I 
our eye 
inviting 
quantity 
ourselve 
Danish 


Th 


Mr, I 
be awar 
the fairl 
have ha 
Hans At 
no bill ¢ 
quantity 

It may 
wrongs ¢ 
In the ye 
of Housi 
investiga 
ducing tl 
documen 

From | 
has reser 
Vise hoy 
proached 
committe 
which, dtu 
tion, has 
The actu: 
out durir 
and will 
clusion bi 
for a I 


55 


ised 
ions 
ittee 
tives 
ives 
case 


what 
d in 
plete 
— it 
any 
ding 
n of 
the 
Pply 
istics 
fore- 
2fore 
dure 


n of 
is of 
t the 
con- 
such 
, and 
ling 
in a 

the 


com- 
ry of 
olling 
n the 
n the 
name 


ain a 
as re- 
ork of 
of the 
num- 
tatives 
1 com- 
S ago, 
es, we 
me of 
m this 
ication 


ns for 
sd, out 
ject to 
yo low. 
tration 
impire, 
tenders 
lowest 
ely ex- 
n 5 per 
verages 


e price- 
asis of 
in the 
e com- 
er than 
ary for 
ition. It 
- there 
don the 
vour of 
nsidered 


ers was 
n scepti- 
tem has 


April 29 1955 


in the course of years been provided 
with a series of administrative patches, 
now On one party’s initiative, now on the 
other’s. 


BUILDING OWNERS’ RESPONSE 


Gradually the building owners have 
taken up a rather chilly attitude, whereas 
the contractors have been fairly satisfied. 
That this latter is the case and that the 
expressions of satisfaction have neverthe- 
less been given in modified terms seems 
very natural to me. 


The constant murmuring and grumb- 
ling and the results of the two investi- 
gations into the effects of the system have 
now led the Government to propose the 
setting up of a committee, a proposal 
which has been accepted by all political 
parties. 

The committee’s terms of reference are 
nore extensive than those of the first 
committee, as the inquiry is also to com- 
prise deliveries of materials and goods 
to buildings, and the plan is that the com- 
mittee’s work shall lead to an Act based 
on these questions. 

The work of the BB Institute has led 
{o the management of the Institute and 
hence the building owners realising partly 
how much and how complicated is the 
work required in a calculation, and 
partly how irrational and insufficient a 
basis for a calculation the specification 
and the drawings alone are. It therefore 
seemed quite natural for the Institute to 
embark upon work in an endeavour to 
improve the material of invitations for 
tenders in the interests of all the parties 
concerned. 

From days of old the Danes have, 
when circumstances permitted, turned 
their eyes westward. They threw them- 
selves upon and raided England. And 
so we have done now. We have turned 
our eyes towards the English system of 
inviting tenders and towards the English 
quantity surveyors, and we have thrown 
ourselves into work to build up a similar 
Danish system. 


The Introduction of Quantity 
Surveying 


Mr. BJORN BINDSLEV said: You may 
be aware that Denmark still belongs to 
the fairly under-developed countries. We 
have had a Canute and we have had a 
Hans Andersen; but so far we have had 
no bill of quantities, let alone a real live 
quantity surveyor! 

It may be said that it was to right these 
wrongs of the past that the BB Institute, 
in the year 1950, applied to the Ministry 
of Housing for a grant for the purpose of 
investigating the possibility of intro- 
ducing the bill of quantities as a contract 
document in Danish building. 

From the very beginning the Ministry 
has reserved to itself the right to super- 
vise how the investigation was ap- 
proached, and the Ministry set up a 
committee composed of many parties 
which, during the period of the investiga- 
tion, has approved the lines of the work. 
The actual investigation has been carried 
out during the last two or three years 
and will shortly be brought to a con- 
clusion by the submission of a proposal 
for a Danish Standard Method of 
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Measurement. This proposal is accom- 
panied by a less extensive report on 
quantity surveying in English building 
and a more exhaustive one on the placing 
and management of building contracts, 
in which our proposal for a Danish 
system of quantity surveying is mooted. 

In my remarks I shall give a brief 
survey of the main points of the latter 
report. 

To-day it is common practice in 
Danish building to invite tenders and to 
award contracts on the basis of drawings 
and the specification. The specification is 
prepared by the architect and the con- 
sulting engineer, and normally it consists 
of three parts: 

(1) The special provisions of the 
contract; 

(2) A summary description of the 
site management and special opera- 
tions and obligations, if any; and 

(3) An indication of the qualities of 
the new materials and constructions. 


The special characteristic in the Danish 
practice of inviting tenders as distinct 
from the practice adopted in England, 
Germany, Switzerland and—as far as I 
know—also in France, is the fact that in 
Denmark the taking off of quantities is 
normally left to the contractors as part 
of their calculation. 


RETARDED DEVELOPMENT 


A lengthy explanation would be re- 
quired if I were to give a thorough ac- 
count of the reasons why to-day we are 
still at the stage of development of the 
main contract document where, for in- 
stance, English building was 50 or 100 
years ago. I believe, however, that it 
may be attributed partly to the fact that 
not so many years ago—and this applies 
first and foremost to Copenhagen—build- 
ing was to a great extent managed by 
private limited companies of artisans. 
They were often speculative companies 
which managed without any particular 
technical assistance, but which on the 
other hand had an excellent basis in a 
finely developed artisan tradition. Fre- 
quently the task of the architect was 
limited to preparing the drawings, very 
often, indeed, merely the front elevations. 
The master artisans preferred to take care 
of the rest themselves. 


The development during the last few 
years in Danish building has greatly 
changed these conditions. This is true 
of the technical side of building, but 
equally true of the economic and organi- 
sational sides. The problem of the plac- 
ing and management of contracts has 
made itself felt with increasing intensity 
to all parties concerned. 

To-day it is of decisive economic im- 
portance to the building owner that in the 
invitation of tenders the building work be 
defined as exactly and unambiguously as 
possible in respect of quality and 
quantity. 

As far as the contractor is concerned, 
he must be interested in receiving as ex- 
haustive and unambiguous information 
as possible about the building work in 
question. This information must be sub- 
mitted to him in such a form that he is 
enabled to make a quick and accurate 
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calculation of his tender while he still 
remains competitive as compared with 
the other tenderers. 


THE INVITATION MATERIAL 


The development has shown with suf- 
ficient clarity that the invitation material 
used so far has not met these require- 
ments in respect of unambiguousness and 
accurate definition. For several years it 
has been quite obvious that the specifi- 
cation and the drawings did not consti- 
tute a satisfactory basis of calculating 
for the contractors, and that in many 
cases the contractors failed to base their 
tenders on an accurate pre-calculation of 
the quantities of the building work. In 
these circumstances, the difference be- 
tween the tenders submitted has fre- 
quently been as high as 100 per cent. 
Consequently, the task of the Danish 
investigation of quantity surveying has 
naturally been to show the way to a more 
satisfactory system of inviting tenders 
and placing and management of building 
contracts. 


How, then, has this problem been 
solved? 

To begin with, I should like to point 
out that it has been of the utmost im- 
portance to us that we have had the op- 
portunity of studying the English system 
of inviting tenders. I can inform you 
that originally it was the English system 
of quantity surveying that gave rise to 
this investigation, and I may safely add 
that only through a thorough study of 
the English conditions of inviting ten- 
ders have we been able to solve this prob- 
lem and to come to a result which is, in 
our opinion, so satisfactory. 


As part of the investigation we have 
studied the conditions in a number of 
other countries, such as Norway, Sweden, 
Germany and Switzerland. But only in 
England did we find a rooted and deve- 
loped system from which, strictly speak- 
ing, we could learn something. 


THE BILL OF QUANTITIES 


In its final Report, the BB Institute 
submits a proposal that the bill of quanti- 
ties be accepted by the parties as the basis 
of invitations of tenders and as a contract 
document. The Institute also proposes 
that the bill of quantities be prepared 
by the architect and the consulting 
engineer. 


It has thus been felt that it would be 
premature to suggest the creation of a 
profession of quantity surveyors corres- 
ponding to the British one. The future 
will show. whether in Danish building 
there is any need for such a specialist 
profession. 


However, we who have worked on 
these problems are convinced that the 
introduction of the bill of quantities will 
fairly soon disclose that in building there 
is a marked need for the very consultative 
service in the practical economy of build- 
ing that the qualified quantity surveyor 
can offer. Therefore, the BB Institute 
considers it highly important that steps 
be taken as early as possible to introduce 
in technical tuition the subjects which 
deal with the organisation and practical 
economy of building. The Institute 
recommends that quantity surveying in 
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future be made part of the training in 
the technical schools and colleges. This 
training should, of course, be combined 
with general instruction on the questions 
of placing and management of building 
contracts. 

We think that the bill of quantities 
should represent a combination of the 
statement of quality and the statement 
of quantity, thus constituting the only 
contract document besides the drawings. 
The Institute suggests that the bill of 
quantities should contain the following 
five sections: 

(1) The general information about the 
building work, including the names and 
addresses of the building owner, tech- 
nicians, legal adviser, etc., the location of 
the building site, number of storeys, the 
floorage, etc. 

(2) The general provisions, including a 
statement of the prerequisites and con- 
ditions of the execution of the work, the 
building owner’s invitation of tenders 
and the contractor’s tender, the con- 
ditions of contract, definitions, etc., 
general facilities, the site management as 
well as special operations and obligations 
attaching to the project concerned. 

(3) A description of the qualities of the 
raw materials, including a statement of 
the qualities of the raw materials which 
are common in most of the constructions 
used. 

(4) An indication of the quality of the 
constructions, including a statement of 
the qualities of the individual construc- 
tions and contruction parts. It will be 
natural to divide this section into sub- 
sections dealing partly with the quality of 
goods and partly with the quality of 
labour. ‘ 

(5) A statement of the quantities of 
the constructions, including an enumera- 
tion of the quantities of goods and labour 
which, according to the drawings, are re- 
quired for the building work in question. 


THE DANISH SMM 


1 believe that it is not an unknown 
phenomenon in England that within the 
building industry there is a perceptible 
development towards disintegration » of 
the traditional artisan trades. I wish to 
point out that this development in Den- 
mark has not failed to influence the 
preparation of the Danish Standard 
Method of Measurement. 

Where it was formerly a_ natural 
thing—as, for instance, in our standard 
specification—to register the operations 
according to whom performed them, the 
stage of development of to-day necessi- 
tates the adoption of a different method 
of registration. The more natural thing 
to-day must be to base the method on 
the kinds of material which will, of 
course, always remain unchanged. 

In its report, the BB Institute advocates 
the future use of the bill of quantities 
contract as generally applied in the 
British industry. Moreover, the Institute 
recommends the principle that the build- 
ing owner shall guarantee the quantities, 
while in return the contractor shall 
guarantee the prices. We know that some 
building owners have hesitated to under- 
take this responsibility. Also, to-day it 
is the building owner who has to take the 
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rap if the architect has forgotten to pro- 


vide the house with tiles! 


As far as invitations of tenders are 
concerned, the BB Institute recommends 
the system that the tendering contractors 
compete only on the final price so that 
at the preliminary stage they have no 
obligation to fill in the bill of quantities 
with unit prices and item prices. Only 
the nominated contractor shall undertake 
to complete the bill of quantities with all 
prices before the contract is signed. The 
contract sum shall hereafter be identical 
with the original tender. 

Finally, the Institute recommends that 
the unit prices shall form the basis of 
valuation of extras and variations and 
also—whenever this can be agreed upon 
—as the basis of preparing interim certifi- 
cates while the building is 
construction. 


Discussion 


Mr. J. G. OsBorNeE said that he 
gathered from Mr. Bindslev’s remarks 
that the architect was to prepare the bill 
of quantities, but how was the architect 
going to do it if he were immersed in 
design? Would the architect have the 
staff who could understand the method 
of measurement? And having done it, 
how was the architect to be paid for it? 

Mr. BINDSLEV replied that, like Mr. 
Osborne, he did not know how the archi- 
tect was going to prepare the bill of 
quantities. It had been thought, how- 
ever, that it would take time to intro- 
duce the new profession of quantity sur- 
veying; but, as he had already said, it was 
equally thought that a profession of 
specialist quantity surveyors would come 
into being in time. On the whole, this 
problem was, however, the greatest prob- 
— that the Danish building industry 

ad. 

Mr. Lestie asked whether, if there 
were fixed-price contracts in Denmark, 
any difficulty was encountered with re- 
gard to cost variations. 

Mr. BINDSLEV replied that normally 
the lump-sum contract was used, and this 
was a fixed-price contract. One of the 
difficulties in Danish building was that 
there were really no means of making 
up with extras. This difficulty had 
indeed been one of the reasons for start- 
ing the investigation to which he had 
referred. 

The schedule contract was normally 
used in engineering work where the con- 
sulting engineer made up a sort of bill of 
quantities—but it was only a sort of bill 
of quantities! He took off quantities, but 
not exact quantities, and it was up to the 
parties to measure up the work after- 
wards. 

It was proposed that there should be a 
fixed-price contract, with the bill of 
quantities contract, and that the unit 
prices should be used as a basis for 
variations and extras. But that basis did 
not yet exist. 

Mr. Stamp said that he did not know 
how they would get on in this country 
without quantity surveyors. One always 
got a comparable estimate before the 
Builders’ Conference had been busy. He 
gathered that the Builders’ Conference 
was to be abolished. It had been inter- 
esting to him to open tenders and to find 
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that the difference between the first and 
the sixth in a million pound quotation 
was about £2,000. He just did not be- 
lieve that that was competitive tendering, 
because the human element could make 
more mistakes than that. 

They had been trying out — and the 
quantity surveyor, of course, came into 
this—negotiated contracts, and he hoped 
that more would come of this in the 
future. He would study with interest the 
suggestions and experiments made by 
Denmark with a view to getting round 
their version of the Builders’ Conference, 
because something must be done about it 
in this country. 

Mr. Potts asked whether it was the 
custom in Denmark for all those who 
tendered to be informed of the amounts 
of all the tenders. He thought that this 
was a very proper practice. He thought 
that people who tendered ought to know 
how they stood in the competition. 

It was held in some quarters that the 
quantity surveyor should prepare the 
bill of quantities and also price it, and 
then the building owner could put it out 
to the builder of his choice. This would 
not eliminate the element of competition, 
because competition would still take 
place over the question of the improve- 
ments, the differences in wages that were 
always taking place, new materials, new 
methods, and so on, which the quantity 
surveyor always had to keep up with. He 
had tried to think of objections to that 
idea, but he had not been able to find 
any, and it seemed to him to have great 
advantages. 

THE CHAIRMAN, in reply to Mr. Potts, 
said that he thought the contractors al- 
ready knew before what the tenders were 
and they got together before the tenders 
were submitted. 

As to the second part of Mr. Potts’ 
remarks, he thought it would be the very 
negation of competitive tendering if the 
quantity surveyor were to price the bill 
and then the building owner said that 
it had to be done at that price. It 
seemed to be quite contrary to the spirit 
of tendering. After all, it was the con- 
tractors’ prices that were wanted, and 
not prices by somebody else. 


VOTE OF THANKS 


Mr. Cyrit SwWEETT (Fellow) proposed 
a vote of thanks to Mr. Frederiksen, Mr. 
Noerby and Mr, Bindslev. He confessed 
that he found it very difficult to do justice 
to what he thought would be agreed had 
been a wonderful evening. The speakers 
had spoken in extraordinarily good 
English, they had been amusing, informa- 
tive and extremely interesting. Mr. B. S. 
West seconded the vote of thanks. 

Mr. Vicco Noerpy expressed the 
thanks of his colleagues and himself for 
the very friendly words which had been 
spoken by the proposer and seconder of 
the vote of thanks. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE GUIDE 


A new booklet entitled ‘ Everybody's 
Guide to National Insurance” has been 
published by the Stationery Office, price 6d. 
This guide explains how the two schemes 
of National Insurance operate, and gives the 
new rates of contribution due to come into 
force on June 6. 
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“IDENTICAL TENDERS” FOR SUPPLY OF 
BUILDING MATERIALS 


Association of Municipal Corporations Receive Report 


AT their meeting at Church House, 
~~“ Westminster, yesterday (April 28) the 
Association of Municipal Corporations 
had before them a report of a special sub- 
committee* of the general purposes 
committee on alleged price rings in the 
supply of building materials and compo- 
nents to local authorities. The report 
recommends that, without implying any 
form of criticism of the suppliers, the 
Board of Trade should be asked to 
receive a deputation from the Association 
to discuss the supply to local authorities 
of the articles concerned. 


A number of local authorities were 
asked by the sub-committee for informa- 
tion concerning the supply of materials 
for which identical tenders had been 
received. From the replies received, 
Sir Herbert Manzoni, City Engineer of 
Birmingham, has prepared a memor- 
andum. The report, complete with Sir 
Herbert Manzoni’s memorandum, is 
reproduced below. 


Report of the Special Sub-Committee 


The Bristol City Council informed the 
Association that they were receiving 
identical tenders for certain goods or 
work to be performed, and they invited 
the Association to seek the views of other 
local authorities in order that a consoli- 
dated case might be put to the Board of 
Trade for reference to the Monopolies 
Commission. (No approach can be made 
direct to the Commission.) 


The general purposes committee 
decided to seek the views of other mem- 
ber authorities before considering 
whether to approach the Board of 
Trade. They also decided that the other 
Associations of local authorities should 
be asked to consider undertaking a 
similar investigation. 

The CCA and RDCA have agreed to 
make an inquiry of their members about 
monopolistic practices, but have not so 
far informed the Association of the out- 
come. The UDCA have decided that as 
they have not received any representa- 
tions from members about the submis- 
sion of identical tenders they are not pre- 
pared to take part in an inquiry. 


A number of local authorities were 
asked for details of tenders received 
over the last 12 months for certain 
articles in respect of which the Associa- 
tion had been informed that identical 
tenders had been received. They were 
also asked for information on any other 





* The membership of the special sub-committee is 
as follows: Alderman Sir Miles Mitchell (chairman of 
the general. Purposes committee), Alderman Sir 
William Grimshaw (vice-chairman: of the General 
Purposes Committee), Alderman J. - > ae 
(Lincoln), Alderman F. A. Parish (Bristol), Alderman 
R. Charlton (Andover), Alderman H. T. Bush 
(Cheltenham), Alderman A. W. Graham Brown 
(Guildford), Alderman Sir Alfred Shennan (Liverpool), 
Alderman A. Charlton Curry (Newcastle upon Tyne), 
Councillor Arnold Tweedale (Oldham), Alderman 
G. D. Hastwell (Barrow-in-Furness), Councillor H. D. 
Steele (Worthing), Councillor L. A. Beschi (Willes- 
den), the Town Clerks of Manchester, Sheffield, 
Hornsey, and Paddington, the City Engineers of Bir- 
mingham, Leeds and Plymouth, and the Borough 
Engineers of Huddersfield, ‘Chesterfield, and Ealing. 


items for which they received identical 
tenders. From the replies received, the 
City Engineer of Birmingham prepared 
a memorandum (reproduced below). In 
addition to this memorandum, we have 
considered letters received from members 
drawing attention to the fact that they 
have received similar tenders for the sup- 
ply of certain articles or services. 


We do not feel able, on the informa- 
tion before us, to express any opinion on 
whether the prices quoted to local 
authorities for goods which appear to be 
subject to a monopoly or a price ring 
are reasonable. It is for the Monopolies 
Commission to decide, on the informa- 
tion they are empowered to obtain, 
whether the profit margin in any particu- 
lar instance is too high. 


Our attention has been drawn to the 
fact that in some instances there would 
appear to be a monopoly or price ring in 
respect of certain goods which only 
applies in certain localities and is not 
nation-wide. In such cases, we do not 
recommend the Association to take any 
action at the present time. 


We would also point out that in many 
cases local authorities stipulate that a 
British Standard is to apply and in such 
circumstances we would not be surprised 
at the prevalence of similar tenders. 

We do, however, recommend that the 
Association should, without implying any 
form of criticism of the suppliers, ask 
the Board of Trade to receive a deputa- 
tion from the Association to discuss the 
supply of the following articles to local 
authorities : — 

Cement, 

Bolts, nuts and washers, 
Wire nails, 

Sheet lead, pipes and traps, 
Metal windows and doors, 
Bitumen emulsion, 

Road tar, 

Precast concrete goods, 
Earthenware pipes, 
Galvanised dustbins, 

Salt, 

Spun iron pipes, and 
Street lighting equipment. 


Memorandum by the City Engineer of 
Birmingham 


TERMS OF REFERENCE 


“ The attention of the Association has 
been drawn to the fact that identical ten- 
ders have recently been received by mem- 
bers for the following articles: Cement; 
chain link fencing; bolts, nuts and 
washers; wire nails; sheet lead, pipes and 
traps; galvanised metal windows and 
standard metal windows and doors. 
Information has also been received that 
identical tenders had been submitted to 
a member for the following: bitumen 
emulsion; road tar; pre-cast concrete 
goods (kerb, channel, paving stocks). 
Before deciding to refer the matter to 
the Monopolies Commission, the general 
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purposes committee required more 
information and 20 local authorities were 
circularised with the request to specify 
the above items and give information 
covering date of tender, number of firms 
tendering—indicating local firms and 
firms outside the council’s area—and also 
whether such firms were actual manufac- 
turers or merchants. The prices quoted 
were asked for and any variations such 
as discount allowed, quantity or other 
rebates. 


Dealing with these items individually, 
the following points arise : — 

(1) Cement. There is a very tight ring 
in the cement industry and all the authori- 
ties approached state that, when tenders 
are requested, identical prices are 
received. There are of course variations 
in price and these would seem to be in 
relation to the haulage distance necessary. 


(2) Chain link fencing. This com- 
modity does not appear to be covered in 
the same way as cement. Six of the 
member authorities state that the tenders 
have varied as between local merchants 
and manufacturers, but in July of this 
year Birmingham requested prices from 
two manufacturers and three merchants 
and were given the same basic prices 
with percentage surcharge in each case; 
the monthly settlement discount allowed 
by each of the firms was also the same 
in each case. On the other hand, Liver- 
pool asked for Tenders in January, 1954, 
for 50 rolls—each 55 yards of 32-inch— 
heavy galvanised woven wire fencing, 
and obtained 19 quotations (four local 
merchants and 15 makers outside the 
city) and the prices varied between 
58s. 3.6d. to 112s. 6d., less 24 per cent. 
per roll. 

(3) Bolts, nuts and washers. The prices 
of this commodity are subject to standard 
price lists—-(a) that of the Black Bolt and 
Nut Association, and (b) that of the 
Bright Bolt and Nut Association. Prices 
are quoted at a plussage on the standard 
list which at the moment appear to vary 
as between areas. Liverpool had 16 
tenders recently of which 9 were identi- 
cal in price, the others varying by a few 
coppers only. 

(4) Wire nails. Here the standard price 
list is issued by the Nails Association and, 
in general, traders are identical although 
one or two slight variations are referred 
to. 

(5) Sheet lead, pipes and traps. Sup- 
plies of lead and commodities made 
therefrom are subject to the standard 
prices of the Lead Sheet and Pipe Manu- 
facturers’ Association, but on account of 
variations in the price of raw metals, 
tenders vary up or down in accordance 
with the market. Manéhester, however, 
seems to buy sheet lead and pipes at a 
special rate below standard prices 
amounting to £6 per ton or £6 10s if two- 
ton lots are ordered. There were varia- 
tions in tenders obtained by Sheffield, but 
between the lowest and the highest price 
submitted, the difference did not amount 
to more than 1 per cent. 


(6) Metal windows and doors. Willes- 
den’s experience in two cases of three 
tenders being received was that in each 
case two tenders were identical and the 
other was about 4 per cent. below. 
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Recently a third quotation was obtained 
with two prices absolutely identical and 
one substantially in excess of the other 
two. The interesting part here is that 
each of the seven component items in 
steel door frames were priced at identical 
figures in the two cases referred to. 
Recent prices obtained by Ealing, Wor- 
thing, and Manchester were identical. 
Prices obtained in November, 1953, 
by Birmingham from seven manufac- 
turers returned three identical figures 
(the lowest) and others between 4 per 
cent. and 8 per cent. higher. Hudders- 
field’s experience relative to metal win- 
dows shows distinct variations between 
the highest and lowest figures. In this 
case, one local tender was much higher 
than the lowest received. In Liverpool, 
identical tenders have been and are being 
received. 

(7) Bitumen emulsion. The experience 
of most of the replying authorities in 
this case is that identical prices are 
received, there being.two with slight 
variations—Sheffield and Huddersfield. 
In the case of Sheffield, prices were 
received from manufacturers outside the 
area and the variation from the lowest 
price was 2d. per ton in the case of the 
others quoting. Huddersfield’s tenders, 
again from outside the local area, varied 
considerably. 

(8) Road tar. All authorities obtaining 
tenders for road tar state that the basic 
prices are the same in each tender. 


(9) Precast concrete goods. In most 
authorities the basic prices submitted by 
tenderers are identical. | Experience 
seems to show that local firms all quote 
the same prices, but outside manufactur- 
ers and merchants submit prices which 
would appear to vary with the haulage 
distance. Differing prices are, however, 
submitted in respect of concrete pipes, 
but this may depend upon the specifica- 
tion issued. 


(10) Earthenware pipes. In the earth- 
enware pipe trade, the National Pipe 
Federation issue a standard price list and, 
generally speaking, there is no variation 
between manufacturers’ and merchants’ 
tenders which are based on the current 
issued price list. There are variations in 
the case of bends and special pipes in 
some cases. There is sometimes, how- 
ever, a variation in the cash discount 
allowed, but it would appear that there 
is a strong trade association covering 
the-earthenware pipe trade. 


SUNDRIES 


Cases have been referred to by some 
authorities of other commodities not 
mentioned in the original terms of refer- 
ence which appear to be subject _to 
identical tenders. Both Manchester and 
Chesterfield find this happens in the case 
of salt; Wolverhampton have found it.in 
the case of spun iron pipes; Barrow-in- 
Furness have received identical tenders 
in respect of wire reinforcement and 
galvanised dustbins. Willesden also has 
received identical tenders in respect of 
galvanised dustbins. 

An examination of the correspondence 
submitted rather indicates that, in some 
cases where prices vary slightly, some 
arrangement may have been made where- 
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by a particular supplier effects a slightly 
lower tender in order to receive a share 
of the business; whether this is done or 
not is difficult to state. 

There might be a point, too, in that 
local merchants may vary their discount 
slightly in accordance with the volume 
of business received from the local 
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authority, but this point might be diffi- 
cult to establish, Whether or not in the 
case of building materials merchants are 
forced to tender at certain prices under 
the risk of having the manufacturers’ 
supplies cut off is another point upon 
which evidence is not available but might 
be sought. 





WORK STUDY METHODS IN BUILDING 


Special Appreciation Course 


[N the belief that the application of work 
study to the building industry would 
lead to greater efficiency, five leading build- 
ing contractors collaborated in the arrange- 
ment of a work study appreciation course 
which was held at the Park Lane Hotel, 
London, on April 22 and 23. The firms 
concerned were Richard Costain, Ltd.; Hol- 
land & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd.; John Laing 
and Son, Ltd.; the Unit Construction Co., 
Ltd.; and George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. 
The promoters of the course issued the 
following statement describing the purpose 
of their venture :— 


The country is very “production con- 
scious ” today, as it must be, and responsible 
builders have been doing some heart search- 
ing and trying to see how best they can con- 
tribute to bettering the conditions and the 
productivity in their own industry. 

Building productivity fell steeply after the 
last war, as it did after the 1914-18 war. It 
has been rising over the last five years, but 
builders would be the first to agree that it 
is still below the pre-war level and that there 
is room for improvement in their businesses 
on the management side and on the sites. 

The five building and civil engineering 
firms (named above), believing that the use 
of work study can help decisively in this 
improvement, have collaborated to set up a 
short appreciation course so that their man- 
agement, in all its grades from the board- 
room to the site office, can be informed of 
the possibilities of this technique and the 
ways in which it can be used to raise build- 
ing efficiency and output and consequently 
to improve the conditions and pay of the 
operatives. 

The five firms have been fortunate in 
securing a very strong team of lecturers who, 
are all giving their time and work voluntarily. 
They include a group from ICI headed by 
Mr. R. M. Currie, the head of the central 
work study department of that company 
which today employs no less than 1,200 work 
study people); Mr. E. Fletcher, head of the 
production department of the Trades Union 
Congress; Mr. A. W. H. Walker, head of 
the Work Study School at Cranfield; and 
three representatives of the leading indus- 
trial consultants, Mr. E. F. L. Brech (Ur- 
wick, Orr and Partners), Mr. S. Erskine- 
Murray (Associated Industrial Consultants), 
and Mr. H. M. Slade (Personnel Administra- 
tion). : 

At a Press conference held before the 
course commenced Mr, K. Lainec (of John 
Laing and Son, Ltd.), said that by intro- 
ducing the principles of work study on the 
building site it was likely that the operative 
would be able to accomplish more work 
during the time he was on the job. It could 
also be applied with advantage to organi- 
sation on the site generally. 

It was at first necessary, however, to 


“ sell” the idea of work study to manage- 
ment before attempting to supply it else- 
where. It was for this reason that the 65 
members of the five collaborating firms who 
were attending this special course were 
mainly from the management side. His 
firm were sending a number of area and 
district managers to take part in the course 
with the object of spreading the principles 
of work study within the company. 

Mr. E. FLETCHER, head of the production 
department of the Trades Union Congress, 
said that his contribution to the course would 
be to outline the trade union attitude to 
work study. He believed that the building in- 
dustry could benefit in some ways by apply- 
ing different methods, and he thought it was 
a suitable subject for the attention of the 
London Builders’ Conference. 

He did not claim to be an expert on the 
set up of the building industry, but he felt 
that on matters such as the avoidance of 
waste on sites and in certain aspects of or- 
ganisation on the job, work study might 
usefully be adopted. 

Asked what he thought the operatives’ 
reaction would be to the introduction of 
work study methods on the job, Mr. Fletcher 
said that if a man thought they were being 
applied to him directly and unfairly his re- 
action was likely to be antagonistic. 


COMMON PROBLEMS 


Mr. P. J. Torriz, another of the lecturers 
at the course, said that his remarks would 
take the form of a general résumé of method 
study. Although most of his experience 
of the subject had concerned ‘its application 
to the chemical industry, many of the prob- 
lems which he had come up against had their 
counterpart in the building industry. 

One important step in applying new 
methods was to convince the man who had 
been doing a particular job in the same way 
all his life that there was a more efficient 
way of doing it. Another point to which Mr, 
Torrie referred concerned architects. It was 
always better, he said, to make alterations 
at the design stage of any project than to 
make them when the job was in progress. 

Following up the question of architects’ 
responsibilities, Mr. LAING said that 
work study methods might well be applied 
in their offices where current procedure could 
no doubt be modified. Asked if he thought 
architects were producing too many detailed 
drawings, Mr. Laing replied that no -archi- 
tect had ever supplied him with too many 
drawings. 

Describing a simple way in which the de- 
signer could help the builder, Mr. Laing said 
that if a window was designed large enough 
to allow the entry of a certain item of plant 
after the walls of the building were up, the 
interior work could be carried out more 
quickly and efficiently. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
The Budget 


‘P,HE House of Commons resumed on 

April 19 after the Easter recess to hear 
Mr. Butler, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
present his fourth Budget, and to make some 
preliminary skirmishes in the election battle 
which will begin in earnest on May 6, when 
Parliament is dissolved.. The announcement 
that an election would be held on May 26, 
made by Sir Anthony Eden on April 15, 
put an end to the speculation, coupled with 
that about the retirement of Sir Winston 
Churchill, that there would be an early 
opportunity of seeking an electoral approval 
for the Government with the advent of a 
new Prime Minister. 

When the new House of Commons is 
elected it will have 630 members instead of 
625, the five additional seats being in 
England. This increased change in repre- 
sentation arises from the review of con- 
stituencies made by the boundary commis- 
sions for England, Scotland and Wales, the 
English one recommending the abolition of 
six of the existing seats and the creation of 
1! new ones. In reaching their recommenda- 
tions to adjust the boundaries of 215 con- 
stituencies—172 of them being major altera- 
tions—the commissions have related them to 
movement of population caused by increased 
housing developments, particularly in the 
last three years, and the growth of new towns. 

The effect on the distribution of electorates 
in future through a continuance of this 
growth is foreseen by the commission, who 
state that further adjustment of boundaries 
appears inevitable. 

The decision to go to the country 18 
months before the end of the Government’s 
term of office, and in the middle of the 
present session, has meant the demise of 
some legislation and the postponement of 
other projected Bills, including one to deal 
with smoke pollution on the lines of the 
recommendations of the Beaver Committee. 
That measure was tentatively promised by 
Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, in the second read- 
ing debate on Mr. Gerald Nabarro’s private 
Bill. That promise was tempered with a 
warning that the introduction would be 
governed by the progress of talks with the 
industries and other organisations concerned. 
It is understood that those talks have now 
reached some conclusion, and that the Bill 
is in preparation ready for presentation, so 
its introduction in the new Parliament should 
not be long delayed. 

The Budget was in a way short commons, 
especially to those who had hopes of con- 
cessions which would appeal to the elec- 
torate, but the Chancellor successfully re- 
sisted the temptation to risk more than his 
available surplus would permit. He had to 
seek the best way of securing that its distri- 
bution covered as wide a range of the people 
as possible, and for that reason many 
sectional interests, whose claims for relief 
were considerable, had to be ignored as the 
Chancellor sought by a method of “ classical 
purity and simplicity ” to relieve the “ sheer 
burden of taxation” giving the greatest 
measure of relief to the greatest number of 
people. In adopting the orthodox way of 
reducing the standard rate of income tax, 
with varying increases’ in the allowances, 
he was motivated by a desire to use the one 
direct incentive which would be regarded 
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as “the most positive and heartening en- 
couragement to all, employers and workers 
alike.” ' 

The one guiding principle in this decision 
was the need to stimulate greater effort in 
productivity to enable the nation to maintain 
its exports in foreign markets in the face of 
increasingly fierce competition from abroad. 
With a surplus available it was not surpris- 
ing that members had varied and, to them, 
more attractive ideas about how the con- 
cessions should have been spread. Many of 
those ideas, particularly the clamant demand 
for cuts in indirect taxation had been made 
and considered earlier, and it was according 
to the degree of coincidence of those ideas 
with the Chancellor’s action that the Budget 
was applauded or condemned. 


HOUSING AND RENTS 


In the debate which followed, Mr. SPARKS 
asked why Mr. Butler could not have done 
more for housing. Government grants and 
payments to new towns were falling: they 
had also fallen last year. The difficulty in 
getting people to go to new towns arose 
because of the high rents. The problem of 
rents for new accommodation was serious, 
and the Government had made it much more 
difficult by increasing the interest charges on 
loans to local authorities for housing pur- 
poses. The amount to be provided next year 
for such loans would be many millions less 
than last year. If the Chancellor had money 
to dispose of why did he not reduce the in- 
terest rate from 44 per cent. to 3} per cent.? 
Better still, why did he not grant interest- 
free loans for housing purposes? 

Housing was a great social service, and it 
had been demonstrated that private enter- 
prise was not.able to provide housing ac- 
commodation for the ordinary people who 
had not the money to buy their own homes. 
Ordinary workers, who were to benefit by 
the reduction in income tax, could not ex- 
pect their housing needs to be supplied by 
private enterprise and looked to local 
authorities and the State to improve those 
needs. He could not understand why the 
Chancellor increased the interest rates on 
housing loans when rents were very high 
in spite of the subsidies. 

The estimate for providing housing ac- 
commodation for the armed forces was 
£10m. and the out-turn was £1m.: next year 
the Government were estimating to spend 
£7m., but it might be that the amount actu- 
ally spent was only £500,000. It was true 
that the authorities were providing new ac- 
commodation, and some of the new 
sleeping quarters and barrack accommo- 
dation was excellent, but the work was not 
being done quickly enough. How could it 
be when the Government allocated £10m. 
but authorised the expenditure of only. £1m. 
to cover the housing requirements of the 
three services? He would have thought that 
the Chancellor would have devoted much 
more money to accelerate the rate at which 
new buildings were being provided to house 
service men and their families. 


THE OPPOSITION’S VIEWS 


Mr. HuGH GAITSKELL, the former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, made the 
Opposition’s main case against the Budget. 
He taunted the Chancellor about the level 
of investment in private industries, and was 
not at all favourably impressed by the 
change in the standard rate of income tax. 
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There was, he said, not the slightest doubt 
that companies were once again the 
“ favourite children.” On Mr. Butler’s own 
admission they received £40m.—Mr. Gait- 
skell’s own figure was £45m.—out of the 
£100m. which those changes would cost. 
This sum of £40m. to £45m. would go to 
about 200,000 companies, of which £21m., 
or about half, would go to only 300 com- 
panies, each of which was making a profit 
of £1m. or more. This figure of £40m. or 
£45m. did not include tax concessions on 
distributed profits, dividends and interest. 
His calculation was that that would involve 
another £20m. so that between £60m. and 
£65m. would go to companies and property 
owners. Giving away money to companies 
in this way brought no security whatever 
that it would be invested. 

Mr. REGINALD MAUDLING, Minister of 
Supply, and formerly Economic Secretary 
to the Treasury, contested this assertion. He 
said that Mr. Gaitskell had talked about 
“ giving money away,” but it was the com- 
panies’ own money. 

If a company was big, it had grown that 
way by its own efficiency, and it was non- 
sense to imagine that the country’s economy 
could be conducted without a large number 
of thriving big companies side by side with 
the medium and small concerns. He was 
glad that the Chancellor’s measures meant 
relief to big companies. By granting tax 
reliefs to industrial undertakings they would 
help the country as a whole. One of the 
most favourable factors of the proposals was 
that they would enable British industry to 
make a greater spurt than it had done in the 
last year. 


THE CHANCELLOR’S DEFENCE 


Mr. BUTLER was in no way apologetic for 
favouring companies. His answer to Mr. 
Gaitskell’s chiding was that he was interested 
in the future of the British economy, and the 
employment of the people. He did not 
regard companies as the prerogatives of rich 
men. Whether large or small—and even 
the larger companies had a better social 
record than the smaller ones—all were the 
very basis of British national prosperity. 
The Opposition were not doing a service to 
themselves or the country in referring to 
companies in the unguarded and wild terms 
which had been used. There ought to be 
some reasonable reward to those whe 
ventured their resources in industrial enter- 
prise. It was up to managements to make 
sure of the necessary provisions for the 
proper re-equipment and development ot 
their undertakings. The interests of wage 
earners and shareholders were not neces- 
sarily inconsistent. 

The debate on the Budget was concluded 
on April 22, and the Finance Bill which 
embodies its proposals in financial form was 
brought in and read a first’ time. It was 
the main business during the week, and was 
due to be read a third time on April 29. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
LOCAL AUTHORITY BORROWING 


Mr. OLIver asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government whether he would 
make a statement about representations made 
to him by local authorities concerning the 
high rate of interest charged to local 
authorities on their borrowings. 

Mr. JosSePH SLATER asked the Minister 
how many representations he had received 
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from local authorities about the effect of 
the circular relating to new borrowing rates 
on their finances, and consequently on their 
duty to carry out essential services; and 
what proposals he had for dealing with this 
problem. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDys, replying on April 19, 
said: Up to the end of last week letters on 
this subject had been received from 18 
local authorities. No special action is con- 
templated. 

Mr. OLIVER asked if Mr. Sandys was 
aware of the great financial burden which 
the increase in the rates had placed on the 
borrowing of local authorities. Was the 
Minister also aware that the increase in loans 
for 15 years or more for housing purposes 
in particular represented more than one shil- 
ling a week on a £1,500 house. In view of 
that great increase if it was not intended to 
alter Bank rate would the Minister make 
representations to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer about increasing the subsidy. 

Mr, SANDYs said that on the average coun- 
cil house the increase in the known cost 
of loan charges would be about £3 a year. 

Mr. Harry Hynp asked the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer whether, having regard to 
the recent increase in Bank rate with its 
resultant effect on the borrowing rates 
charged by the Public Works Loans Board, 
he would afford more favourable terms to 
local authorities for the purpose of carrying 
out essential types of services. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury: No. 

Mr. Hynb said that local authorities had 
undertaken considerable financial commit- 
ments for essential public works before the 
Chancellor made his decision to give higher 
rates of interest to monéylenders. Did the 
Financial Secretary appreciate that those 
authorities were in real difficulties and 
expected some help. 

Mr. BROOKE said that the Government 
were following precisely the course laid 
down by the late Sir Stafford Cripps five 
years ago when he said that the rates of 
interest charged to local authorities must 
correspond broadly to the Government’s 
borrowing rates for comparable periods. 


MINING SUBSIDENCE 


On April 19, Mr. SwINGLeR asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
when he would visit mining subsidence areas 
to examine the problems of local authorities 
on the spot. 

Mr. SANDYS said as soon as possible. 


PLANNERS’ QUALIFICATIONS 


SiR ALFRED Bossom asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if he would 
circularise the various authorities who em- 
ployed town planning officers, emphasising 
the need for the senior officer of the depart- 
ment to be fully qualified and conversant 
with all professional requirements of the 
subject. 

Mr. DuNcAN SANDYS, in a written reply 
on April 20, stated: I find it hard to believe 
that the authorities concerned are not already 
fully aware of the qualifications required. 


PRODUCTIVITY STUDIES 


THE fourth article in the 
“Towards Higher Productivity,” by Mr. 
R. Rosner, ARIBA, AMTPI, has been 
unavoidably held over from this week’s 
issue of The Builder. 


series 
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MODERNISATION OF OLD 
DWELLINGS 


York Institute's Course 


COURSE on the modernisation of 

obsolescent dwellings was held re- 
cently at York, organised by the York Insti- 
tute of Architectural Study. The course was 
specialised and followed on the 1954 Hous- 
ing Act, which allows Improvement Grants 
for old houses. The York Institute, which 
have been running courses on the protection 
and repair of historic buildings for a num- 
ber of years, claim that the new course was 
the first of its kind in the country. 

The official opening in St. Anthony’s Hall, 
York, was performed by Mr. Max Tetlow, 
Principal Regional Officer of the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, on 
April 14. 

Mr. TETLOw said the Institute had chosen 
an opportune time for staging the course, 


for not only was there legislation available, 


but a great need for modernisation of old 
property. There was, however, the danger 
that the project might slip between two 
stools and not be carried out as successfully 
as it might be. It was well known that 
since the war there had been comparatively 
little maintenance of property. This was 
largely because the building trade had been 
employed, no doubt rightly, on new build- 
ings, and particularly houses. . 

“But in appreciating the large number 
of houses which have been built by cor- 
porations since the war,” said Mr. Tetlow, 
“we must realise that much of that has 
been done at the expense of repairs to 
old buildings.” When this was added to 
the years of the war, there was a period 
of some 15 years in which there had been 
much less than average and very much less 
maintenance than was required on resi- 
dential property. 

The 1949 Act, which allowed local 
authorities to make grants to individuals 
to modernise or convert, was very little used. 
During the four or five years in which it 
operated, only about 11,000 houses had the 
benefit of grants. 

The 1954 Act, which was now operating, 
had had a very different response from the 
public. It made possible the conversion of 
houses on a scale and in a manner more 
beneficial to the individual. Local authori- 
ties had responded extremely well and very 
few were not operating the grants system. 
The Act, however, merely called for pro- 
perty to be brought up to proper living 
standards and paid no attention at all to 
the architectural side of buildings. 


“ UNSYMPATHETIC CONVERSION” 


“T am afraid that many properties which 
are being converted are not being converted 
as sympathetically as one would like to see,” 
he said. The arranging of such a course 
at York was therefore a step in the right 
direction. 

Modernisation usually fell into two cate- 
gories: sound buildings with no esthetic 
value and buildings of character and charm, 
usually in the centre of towns. 

There had been a tendency for the central 
houses to become vacated and for the 
occupiers to move out. Towns had become 
less desirable through smoke, dirt and traffic 
problems and the houses had fallen into 
disuse or perhaps been taken over as offices. 
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This was a great pity, and it was to be 
hoped that the recent legislation and a 
steady policy from the Government would 
seek to improve these areas by getting rid 
of smoke and traffic problems. These 
houses could then be modernised into 
either “semis” or maisonettes, whichever 
was suitable. Not only would this con- 
tribute to solving the enormous housing 
need, but would preserve the excellent cen- 
tral areas of towns which would be very 
difficult to replace with modern buildings. 

Mr. Tetlow was introduced by the Direc- 
tor of the York Institute, Dr. William A. 
Singleton. 


FIREPLACE INSTALLATION 


Manchester's New By-law 


THE PRACTICE of some builders, when 
installing modern fireplaces in old houses, 
of merely laying down a tiled slab hearth 
over the wooden flooring, has been the 
cause of several house fires in Manchester. 

Few of the older houses have properly 
constructed hearths, and the Corporation say 
that many of the smaller builders ignore the 
rules laid down for the installation of fire- 
places, and some may not even know of 
their existence. 

To stop it the Manchester Corporation 
has introduced a new by-law which makes 
it an offence for a builder to ignore. the 
rules. An official warned that the Corpora- 
tion intends to see that the by-law is 
enforced even to the extent of a few pro- 
secutions in the city courts of builders who 
fail to conform to it. 

The by-law also affects the home handy- 
man who decides to instal a new fireplace. 
Last year 142 fires in the city were. caused 
through badly installed fireplaces. 


LABFCW 
Annual Ladies’ Night 


“BUILDING and farming have a lot in 
common,” said Lt. Cmpr. J. M. BALDock, 
MP, when proposing the toast to: the 
London Association of Builders’ Foremen 
and Clerks of Works and its president at 
the association’s annual ladies’ night, on 
April 16. 

“ Both consist largely of small units, and 
both suffer a great deal from the vagaries of 
the English climate,” he said. “ Another: 
difficulty is a natural resistance to change 
and to mechanisation, but, whether you like 
it or not, change will come because it is not: 
possible to embark on an atomic age and 
leave building and farming behind.” 


He complimented the Association on the 
line it was taking in endeavouring to im- 
prove the general standard and knowledge 
of foremen and clerks of works which, he 
said, would be the key to the change and 
improved efficiency of coming years. 


Responding, the president, Mr. J. F. 
ANDERSON, said he hoped that some day 
the industry would take the building super- 
visor more into its confidence and that it 
would raise the standard of the men in 
charge of sites. “It is my fond hope,” he 
said, “that the building industry will 
establish a transferable pension scheme for 
foremen and clerks of works. There is no 
doubt that the industry can afford this and, 
in so doing, would add security and status 
to our calling.” 
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GROWTH OF 
SOUTHAMPTON 


Mayor Foresees Bright Future for 
Builders 


\ BRIGHT future for builders in the 
*% Southampton area was envisaged by 
the Mayor, Ald. R. R. H. Hammond, at 
the annual dinner of the Southampton and 
District Association of Building Trades 
Employers. 

Replying to the Civic toast, proposed by 
Mr. H. K. G. Knight, president of the 
Association, Mr. HAMMOND said that pro- 
vided that we had peace he was certain 
that in ten to 15 years there was a great 
future for the industry. 

There was a growing desire for light in- 
dustries and factories to come to the 
Southampton area. In the New Docks on 
the Millbrook trading estate, Standard 
Cables were already erecting a factory. 
Messrs. Mullard also desired to have an 
extensive factory there, and there were 
numerous inquiries for sites in the town. 

Within the next year or two the Millbrook 
estate would be completely built upon. It 
was now no secret that the Corporation were 
making a survey of the Northam area, and 
it was hoped that within the next two or 
three years the area would be completely 
replanned so that additional land could be 
found for further light industries. 

In view of the development of industry 
in the town, Ald. Hammond thought that in 
the foreseeable future the population would 
swell to a quarter-of-a-million. 

These developments meant that they must 
have houses and the only solution seemed 
to him (and he was speaking as an individual 
and not as Mayor) was to have satellite 
communities beyond the green belt. It was 
absolutely essential for most of the green 
belt to be maintained because it was impos- 
sible to build on certain areas, including the 
New Forest. 

In addition to the Northam scheme, there 
was the lower part of the town where some 
of the few surviving slums still existed. That 
had now the active consideration of the 
Council and he believed it was the aim to 
build flats on these sites, probably five to 
eight storeys high. In his opinion the future 
was never brighter. 

Proposing the toast, MR. KNIGHT said he 
was happy to hear ofthe Northam project 
and the clearance of the lower part of the 
town, and now that the allocation of labour 
to new housing no longer took precedence 
over slum clearance they, as builders, must 
be prepared to do two types of work simul- 
taneously. 

It was now Government policy, he said, 
that private housing development should 
form an increasingly large part of the 
country’s housing requirements. But the 
builders of Southampton, having survived at 
last building licensing and material short- 
ages, were finding it extremely difficult to 
secure suitable building land. 

He, personally, wondered whether 
planning decisions which had been made to 
encircle our towns with green belts were 
such a good thing as at first might have 
appeared. 

Although he would agree that some limit 
must be imposed on the spread of large 
cities, he found that in restricting the growth 
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of a town and premier port such as 


Southampton which was partly bounded by 
sea and river, and had a growing population 
prosperity, a 


and consequent stalemate 
would be reached. 

Providing ample provision was made for 
open spaces within these areas he could see 
no advantage in retaining the green belt. 

“Many of us,” he said, “have lost our 
land by compulsory purchase _ orders. 
Government approval has now been given 
for Corporation land to be resold. I feel 
that Southampton Corporation should now 
carefully review its land holdings, and 
should, in any way possible, assist by re- 
selling to private developers. 

“The Corporation might even go a step 
further and consider providing roads and 
main services on large sites where the initial 
costs may be too high to be undertaken by 
any one local contractor, and resell in 
smaller sections.” 


LAW REPORT 
Building a Bungalow: Effect of Cut 
Specification 
CourT OF APPEAL, 


BEFORE LorDs JusTICES DENNING, BIRKETT 
AND ROMER. 


Whitbread v. H. T. Welsh 


AN award of £849, made by His Honour 
Brett Cloutman, QC (Official Referee), 
to Mr. Walter William Richard Whitbread, 
a builder, trading as Leach of Sidcup, of 
Blackfen-road, Sidcup, in respect of a claim 
against Mr. Herbert Thomas Welsh, of 
Shorndean-street, Catford, was upheld by 
the Court of Appeal on April 20. 
Mr. Whitbread had claimed £1,049 balance 
due from Mr. Welsh for the building of a 


bungalow. The Referee deducted £200 for: 


defects and dismissed a counter-claim for 
damages by Mr. Welsh. As Mr. Whitbread 
had become bankrupt since the proceedings 
began, they were continued by Mr. R. L. 
Davies, his trustee in bankruptcy. 

Giving judgment on Mr. Welsh’s appeal 
from the decision of the Official Referee, 
Lord Justice Denning said the local authority 
had passed the bungalow as satisfactory and 
had advanced £1,200 to Mr. Welsh, who had 
been living there two years. At first he had 
said the building was useless and worth 
nothing. Now he claimed there had been a 
breach of contract. 

Under a written contract of June 5, 1952, 
Mr. Whitbread agreed to erect the bungalow 
for not more than £1,500. If that document 
had been the whole contract, there was no 
doubt it had been broken. But there were 
conversations between the parties before 
June 5, 1952, by which it was agreed the 
builder should be at liberty to make 
economies to keep the price down to £1,500. 

For Mr. Welsh, his lordship said, it was 
claimed that the economies carried out were 
not consistent with the written contract. For 
the builder it was argued that building 
according to the specifications would have 
cost £1,872. He made certain economies in 
the walls and roof. 

In his lordship’s judgment, the oral agree- 
ment regarding the economies was not in- 
consistent with that in writing. The 
Referee’s decision to deduct £200 for defects 
was based on a finding of fact and could 
not be interfered with. Appeal dismissed. 

Lords Justices Birkett and Romer agreed. 
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ALLEGED UNSAFE MEANS 
OF ACCESS TO ROOF 


Builders’ Successful Appeal 


At Derbyshire Quarter Sessions Appeals 

Committee recently, the Butterley Com- 
pany, Ltd., of Ripley, successfully appealed 
against a conviction and a fine of 35s. with 
5s. costs, for having no safe means of access 
to a roof in question—at Codnor Park. 

Mr. D. A. Lioyp, for the Inspector of 
Factories, said that the company was 
appealing on the grounds that the evidence 
was not enough to justify a conviction and 
that the fine imposed by the Alfreton 
Magistrates was excessive. He said that 
workmen usually went up a ladder at the 
end of the roof, walked along part of the 
roof and up another ladder. 

He said that workmen had to go where 
there was no catwalk provided—along the 
roof and over asbestos. The roof was sup- 
ported by guttering and by rolled steel 
joists at intervals. 

A maintenance fitter, GEORGE THOMAS 
CHAPLIN, said that he went on the roof on 
October 21 last year, and met two other 
men. In trying to pass he fell through the 
roof and was “rather badly injured.” 

LESLIE SEVERN, of Ironville, said he sus- 
tained a fractured skull when he fell through 
the roof on the same day. He could not 
remember the circumstances of the fall. 

Eric WiLL1AM Huppy, Deputy Superin- 
tendent Inspector of Factories, said that the 
conditions for workmen on the roof were 
“extremely dangerous.” He thought a cat- 
walk should be installed. 

A foreman, FREDERICK GEORGE MELLON, 
said he always went on the roof himself 
before sending other men up. They had 
never encountered any difficulty as far as 
the means of access were concerned. He 
did not think the installation of.a cat-walk 
would improve the conditions. 

Mr. BRIAN Busi, for the company, said 
that since 1938, men had worked on the 
roof and there had been no previous acci- 
dents. He pointed out that there could be 
“ single-line traffic” on the roof and there 
was no reason for people to pass each 
other. 

The appeal was allowed with costs. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT 
BIRMINGHAM 
New Department Inaugurated 


WHEN he spoke on April 19 at the formal: 
opening of the Birmingham Corporation’s 
direct labour building department pro- 
gramme, ALD, A. F. BRADBEER, chairman of 
the house building committee, said that the 
new department would need all the help it 
could get from the city’s trade union leaders. 
The department needed workers, he said; 
the growth of the direct labour department. 
would depend on its efficiency. 

It was a department, he continued, which 
had no idea of making a profit. The capi- 
tal cost of building would be lower and, in 
the end, the rents paid by tenants would be 
lower. _ Later the department would take on 
bigger projects such as school buildings. 

The Lord Mayor of Birmingham, Ald. 
J. R. Balmer, inaugurated the work of the 
new department by turning the first spadeful 
of earth on a building site for 132 houses in 
Gorsey-road, Quinton. 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR 
Review of Exhibits 


THE 1955 British Industries Fair opens at Castle Bromwich and Earls Court 
and Olympia, London, on Monday, May 2, and will remain open until 


May 13. 


There will be 25 trade sections displaying a wide selection of products, 


and this year the building and heating, engineering, hardware and outdoor 
sections are to be situated at Castle Bromwich. A review of some of the 
principal exhibits of interest to the building industry is given below. 





CASTLE BROMWICH 
Plant and Machinery 


A comprehensive range of spray finishing 
equipment will be displayed by the Aerograph 
Co., Ltd., Lower Sydenham, SE26. It will in- 
clude an automatic transverse spray-coating 
machine for the finishing of almost any mass- 
produced articles, and a water wash spray 
booth in which air exhausted from the finishing 
shop is washed clean of paint fumes. Other 
exhibits will include stationary and portable air 
compressors, air transformers, pressure feed 
tanks and spray guns, such as the “* DeVilbiss ” 
JGA lightweight spray gun with a streamline 
finish. For the artist and photographer will be 
the A-54 air brush, which has a precise control 
to enable the artist to produce delicate tones. 
(Stand D, 405.) 


A complete range’ of stationary and portable 
“ Hydrovane ” compressors, both petrol engine 
and electrically driven, will be exhibited by 
Alfred Bullows and Sons, Ltd., Long-street, 
Walsall, Staffs. These have capacities ranging 
from 3 cfm to 65 cfm per unit. A special dis- 
play will be devoted to the PR.303E spray paint- 
ing plant, and .a second display will show a 
range of spray guns, to which have been added 
two new guns this year—namely, a colouring 
and shading spray gun designed for the pottery 
trade and any work calling for fine retouching, 
shading, spotting and stencilling, and also a 
two gun-head catalyst spray gun for spraying 
resins and combinations of incompatible fluids. 
It consists of two separate gun-heads, indepen- 
dently fed, so that mixing takes place after the 
fluids leave the gun. (Stands D, 743 and 642.) 


A mobile crane with a nominal capacity of 
one ton will be displayed by J. W. and T. H. 
Carter, Ltd., Sharp-street, Hull, and is under- 
stood to be easily convertible on site from 
pneumatic-tyred wheels to a tracked vehicle. 
An outstanding characteristic is its versatility, 











One-ton mobile crane (J. W.and T. H. 
Carter, Ltd.) 


since it is convertible to an excavator, double- 
rope grab, dragline scoop, or with universal 
boom and bucket is suitable for shovelling, 
skimming and backacting. Its unit construc- 
tion is designed to enable repairs to be carried 
out by the owner’s own maintenance staff. 
(Stands 1329 and 1228, Outdoor.) 


Their T1A/MC compression testing machine, 
made in various capacities from 100 tons to 300 
tons will be featured by Saml. Denison and 
Son, Ltd., Hunslet Foundry, Leeds, 10. This 
is understood to be especially suitable for con- 
crete cubes, cylinders, or bricks, and comprises 
two separate units—namely, a loading unit and 
a console. The four-column construction of the 
loading unit facilitates the alignment of the 
specimen for the test and its removal after 
fracture. All controls, load gauges and pump- 
ing unit are housed in the console, and the 
large capacity pump of infinitely variable dis- 
placement is driven by a 2 hp. electric motor. 
(Stand D, 517.) © 


The exhibits of Felco Hoists, Ltd., 29, Crom- 
well-road, South Kensington, SW7, will include 
a tange of triple gear chain blocks; electric 
chain and wire rope hoists; travelling trolleys; 
“ Adjust-A-Leg’”” equalising slings; 
lifts; friction hoists; and patented ratchet 
hoists fitted with overload preventers. The 
Felco “ Quick Lift ’” hydraulic lorry loader will 
be displayed on one stand, designed for hand- 
ling drums, casks or crates and needing the 
control of one man only. Suitable for almost 
any vehicle with provision for a power take- 
off, the complete equipment weighs less than 
5 cwt., and can be locked in a closed position 
while the lorry is in transit. (Stands D, 247 
and 146, 249 and 148.) 


The portable centrifugal pumps to be fea- 
tured by C. H. Johnson (Machinery), Ltd., 
Adswood, Stockport, have a capacity of 3,500, 
7,000 and 10,000 gals. per hr., and are of the 
semi-automatic self-priming type. The Mk. 8A 
and Mk. 9A pumps incorporate a new type of 
seal enabling them to handle gritty and abrasive 
materials without harmful effect to the seals. 
It is understood that they can also run dry 
without burning out. A selection of flexible 
shaft poker-type vibrators will be shown. The 
Model III incorporates a Villiers Mk. 40 petrol 
engine, with jackshaft type drive take-off and 
23 in. dia. poker. This machine has a frequency 
of 10,000 vpm, and a lightweight version is 
available. Two of their dumpers will be shown, 
both of four-wheel mounting with three 
forward and one reverse speeds, powered by 
Petter twin-cylinder air-cooled traction type 
diesel engines. One model will be fitted with 
a 1 cu. yd. skip, the other with a 14 cu. yd. 
skip. Also on view will be the Johnson 
““Super”’ power rammer, and a }4-ton frog 
rammer. (Stands 1238 and 1339.) 


The stand of the associate companies, Levis, 
Ltd., and H.E.C. Compressors and Engines, 
Ltd., of Stechford, Birmingham 33, will feature 
a wide selection of stationary air-cooled com- 
pressor plants operating at a maximum pressure 
of 150 lb. per sq. in., with a displacement range 
of from 2-21 cu. ft. per min. Portable models 
will be on view, together with a small mobile 
compressor driven by a Lister 34 hp LD air- 
cooled diesel engine. This unit is particularly 
suitable for use with small chipping or scaling 
hammers where up to 12 cfm of free air 


handy ~ 
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is available. Also on show will be an 80 cc 
power unit complete with clutch for small port- 
able equipment. Several examples of the pre- 
cision machining carried out by Levis, Ltd., 
will be displayed, together with a selection of 
flame-cut blanks and profiles in mild steel, 
(Stands D, 739 and 638.) 


The exhibit of R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd., of 
Dursley, Glos., has this year been varied by 
the inclusion of diesel engines, pumping aad 
generating sets, and a selection of woodcraft 
products. Among the main exhibits will be a 





10 cwt. dumper powered by 34 h.p. air-cooled 
diesel engine (R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd.) 


1,000-lb. capacity fork-lift model ‘ Auto- 
Truck” mounted on a standard chassis, and 
of particular interest will be the 34/13 hp LD 
air-cooled diesel engine, shown at Castle 
Bromwich for the first time. It will be seen 
coupled to pumps, generators, concrete mixers, 
dumpers and vibrators. (Stand D, 205.) 


One of the main exhibits on the stand of 
Mono Pumps, Ltd., 1, Sekforde-street, EC1, 
will be their ‘‘DM” type pump for handling 
dry materials. Two sizes are now available for 
handling loose, dry powders, devoid of clogging, 
compacting or fusing tendencies. The DM12 
unit is capable of outputs up to 250 cu. ft. per 
hour when running at a speed up to 300 rpm, 
requiring from 2 to 5 hp. The DM1O size is 
available for outputs up to 100 cu. ft. per hour 
using running speeds of up to 250 rpm. 
Fluidisation of the powder is necessary to 
reduce friction in the pipeline, so the use of 
air is kept within low limits. Standard “D” 
and “H” type pumps for handling free-flowing 
or viscous fluids will also. be on view. (Stand 
D, 716.) , 


The exhibits of the Tubela Engineering Co., 
Ltd., 6, Furze-street, Bow, E3, will contain a 
representative range of their ~ube-bending 
machines, both of the manual type for the 
manipulation of light gauge copper or 
aluminium tubes and the hand-operated 
hydraulic type with accessories suitable for the 
bending of steam and gas tubes or flat bar. 
Also shown will be hand-type slate and 
asbestos cutting tools and some manually 
operated machines incorporating a patent 
ratchet mechanism for use when bending the 
larger ‘sizes of light gauge tube, available in 
bench or stand-mounted form. (Stand D, 338.) 


Six different types of loading shovels will be 
exhibited by F. E. Weatherill, Ltd., of Welwyn 
Garden City, Herts. These, together with the 
2H model, will in¢lude the 2HH “ Hi-Tip ” 
machine combining the advantages of the 2H 
with the ability to load into hoppers or 
receptacles 13 ft. 6 in. high; and a new 3 cu. yd. 
capacity 6HL ‘“* Weatherill Hydraulic” coke 
loader with an interchangeable 14 cu. yd. scoop 
to enable the machine to be used for heavier 
materials (to be exhibited for the first time). 
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This machine has a patented system to provide 
a forward crowding action of the scoop. 
Another machine to be exhibited for the first 
time is the 4HTW, a. hydraulically operated 
overloader combining forward or rear scoop 
discharge. Scoop crowding action is incorpor- 
ated and discharge control of the scoop is also 
a feature. The 1 cu. yd. 5H type “ Weatherill 
Hydraulic ” crawler-mounted loader will be on 
view, in addition to other examples of the range. 
(Stands 1108 and 1209, Outdoor.) 


Featured on the stand of Whitlock Bros., Ltd., 
Great Yeldham, Essex, will be a range of 
“ Dinkum Digger ” trench excavators for Ford- 
son “Major” and Ferguson tractors. This 
digger is capable of trenching and mass excava- 
tion work up to 9 ft. in depth. Also displayed 
will be a range of excavating buckets and fore- 
end hydraulic power units, and for the first time 
a new model for fitment to the “ County 
Crawler” will be shown. This incorporates 
the principles of the standard digger, but has 
the advantages of a full ‘“‘ Crawler ” power unit 
for use under arduous conditions. The design 
is such that with the “ Digger’ attached, the 
tractor can be used with bulldozing and angle- 
dozing equipment. A new hydraulic tipping 
dump waggon of 44 cu. yd. capacity will also 
be on view. (Stand 1324, Outdoor.) 


Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd., Hangar-lane, W5, 
will display their complete range of electric 
tools, including the recently introduced AG7/9 
heavy duty high-speed angle grinders for heavy 
weld dressing work, foundry grinding, or 
cutting off risers, designed to operate depressed- 
centre reinforced grinding discs at correct and 
maintained speeds under heavy duty conditions. 
A range of portable drills from } in. up to 1} in. 
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The CM4 combined mortiser. and drill 
(Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd.) 


capacity, screwdrivers, sanders, saws, grinders, 
and a combined mortiser and drill, hammer and 
wall-plugging kit will be shown. A thigh-speed 
bench planer and sander, built around the 
“Cub ” drill, will be displayed. This also pro- 
vides a bench saw, lathe, sander, polisher and 
grinder. (Stand C, 603.) 


An all-purpose mobile elevator for handling 
bulk and unit loads without need for special 
attachments will be displayed by the Wolseley 
Sheep Shearing Machine Co., Ltd., Electric- 
avenue, Witton, Birmingham 6. With a total 
weight of 13 cwt., and a carrying capacity of 
6 cwt., the elevator can be moved by one man, 
and incorporates a composite conveyor belt of 
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pre-stretched cable chain and steel slats with 
canvas trays, which requires no fubrication. 
Each canvas tray can be replaced quickly and 
delivery height can be adjusted by hand from 
9 ft. to 19 ft.—while the machine is running. 
The conveyor speed can be regulated to suit 
requirements, and arrangements for reversing 
the elevator can be provided. Other exhibits 
will include engines, pumping sets and 
generators. (Stands D, 713 Indoor, 1351 and 
1250 Outdoor.) 


The display of materials handling equipment 
to be featured by the Yale and Towne Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., Wednesfield, Wolverhamp- 
ton, Staffs, will include a ballbearing hoist and 
the “‘ Wizard ” electric hoist with a single-phase 
motor available as an alternative to the three- 
phase model. A hydraulic hand-lift truck will 
be shown, both pallet and platform, of 4,000 Ibs. 
and 6,000 Ibs. capacities. These are being 
exhibited for the first time, and their features 
include a fully protected hydraulic unit; multi- 
stroke lifting action; variable lowering speed; 
pedal control operation; and _ self-aligning 
wheels to ensure constant four-point ground 
contact. Electric trucks of the ‘“ Worksaver ” 
and ‘“‘ Warehouse” type will be on view. 
(Stands D, 305 and 204.) 


Structural Components and 
Materials 





The stand of the Copper Development Asso- 
ciation, Kendals Hall, Radlett, Herts, will indi- 
cate the variety of attractive colours and tones 
obtainable on copper and copper alloy strip 
when used as metal trim. The stand has been 
designed by the Association’s architectural con- 
sultant, Mr. A. L. McMullen, MA, ‘FRIBA, 
and the variety of finishes obtained will in- 
clude satin finish on copper; brass and nickel 
silver; green patina on gilding metal; “‘ brown 
bronze’ (various shades) on gilding metal; 
“black bronze ’’ on brass; and “ steel bronze ” 
on brass. Five display recesses will contain 
photographs of copper and copper alloy appli- 
cations and exhibits will include bends in 4 in. 
dia. copper tubing, flashing and weathering de- 
tails in sheet copper. (Stand D, 232.) 


A varied selection of screws, bolts and rivets 
will be displayed by Guest, Keen and Nettle- 
folds (Midlands), Ltd., of Heath-street, Birming- 
ham 18, including wood screws, machine screws, 
self-tapping screws and other- types. 
tight” stiff nuts, hank rivet bushes, ‘* Sems ” 
fastener units and speaker bolts will also be on 
display, in addition to indented foundation 
bolts, weld nuts, and fireclay refractory bricks 
and cement. (Stands B, 256 and 629; also 1224 
and 1325 Outdoor.) 


Of particular interest on the stand of the 
Metal Division of the Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries, Ltd., Kynoch Works, Witton, Birming- 
ham, will be the ‘‘ Kynalok ” secret-fix roof and 
wall cladding system. This aluminium alloy 
cladding is adaptable to wood or metal frame- 
work, and the method of assembly enables 
cladding and insulation lining to be secured by 
one set of concealed fixing bolts. The ICI 
Nobel Division, 25, Bothwell-street, Glasgow, 
will be showing silicone oils, resins, rubbers and 
miscellaneous products for water-proofing 
masonry and textiles, heat-resistant paints, 
electrical insulation, mouldirigs, extrusions, and 
for coating glass and asbestos cloth. (Stands 
D, 409, 308 and 220.) 


Rapid Metal Developments, Ltd., 209 Walsall- 
road, Birmingham 22b, in addition to showing 
various applications of their formwork and 
allied equipment, will exhibit their new adjust- 
able steel props. These props incorporate a 
rectangular hole and pin. This square pin dis- 
tributes the load on the collar and tube evenly 
over the whole of its width, thereby eliminating 
any tendency for the pin to “ dig-in” on the 
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collar. Due to the narrower slot, a greater 
screw bearing area of thread is left below the 
collar. The prop (supplied with standard or™ 
beam type heads) has a standard lower tube 
for use on any job, and alternative insert tubes 
are supplied. (Stand 1322, Outdoor.) 


A range of fixing devices to cover every need 
will be shown by the Rawiplug Co., Ltd., Crom- 
well-road, SW7. Among them will be heavy 
duty fixings and fixings for hollow panelling, 
cavity walls or hollow pot. Tools for making 
holes in masonry will be shown, including tools 
for manual, électric and air operation, in a 
range of sizes up to 24 in. long, for penetrating 
thick walls. ‘“ Durium”-tipped drills for 
making holes in brick, tile, terra cotta or marble 
will be on view, together with a drill hammer, 
an attachment for converting the rotary motion 
of an electric drill into a powerful hammer. 
(Stands C, 725 and 626.) 


The stand of the Ruaberoid Co., Ltd., 1-19, 
New Oxford-street, WC1, will show not only 
the various products of the company but also 
their practical uses. A built-up roof laid to one 
of the standard Ruberoid specifications, with 
flashings to parapet walls, will be on display, 
with a section of “* Ruberdal” roof, a surface 
for withstanding heavy foot traffic. A range of 
slates will be displayed, and “ Zylex” rein- 
forced slaters’ felt will be shown fixed across 
open rafters. Models will show the uses of new 
products, including plastic compounds for anti-" 
corrosive treatment of steel surfaces; the repair 
of potholes and cracks in concrete floors. 
(Stand B, 423.) 


The floor of the stand of Stelcon (Industrial 
Floors), Ltd., Cliffords Inn, London, EC4, will 
be formed with “* Stelcon” anchor steel plates 
and steel-clad flags, which are claimed to be 
dustless, hygienic and wear-resistant. Also on 
show will be the “ Stelcon” steel-clad raft, 
which combines both sub-floor and wearing 
surface. This is said to be simply and quickly 
laid on a bed of sand forming strong, level 
floors resistant to heavy wear and able to be 
worked upon immediately. There will also 
be an exhibit of “ Stelcon ”’ storage walls under- 
‘stood to need no bedding-down, to be simply 
‘erected on any level surface and to retain loads 
on either or both sides. Information on the 
**Stelcon ”’ reinforced concrete system of bicycle 
parking will also be available: (Stand D, 423.) 


A composite Bailey Bridge structure, embody- 
ing the latest developments, will dominate the 
stand; of Thomas Sterey (Engineers), Ltd., of 
Stockport, Cheshire. The bridge; over 200 ft. 
long, is an example of the type of equipment 
which could be used by the Ministry of Trans- 
port during its roads and bridges expansion 
programme, and. is available under the com- 
pany’s hire service. In addition, the firm will 
be showing for the first time an expanding panel 
pin, designed to take the place of the normal 
panel pin in Bailey structures where the elimina- 
tion of sag is desirable ; as well as prefabricated 
unit construction steel decking for Bailey 
bridges (supplied in readily assembled units), 
and steel trestling to comprise columns in a 
matrix system for supporting various types_of 
load bearing structures. (Stands 1347 and 
1246, Outdoor.) oe 


A representative selection of materials handl- 
ing equipment will be featured by Tubewrights, 
Ltd., Egginton House, 25, Buckingham Gate, 
SW1, including various types of stacking post 
pallets, flat pallets, crates and stillages. A 
tubular steel dragline jib from which a cargo 
tray is slung, and a 38 ft. floodlighting tower, 
suitable for illuminating factory -yards and 
sidings will also be on show. A, display of 
photographs will illustrate the application of 
steel tubes as frames for factory buildings ; 
vehicle, pipe and foot: bridges. (Stands 1301 
and 1200, Outdoor.) — 
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Services and Heating 


The main feature of the stand of Thomas 
Adshead and Son, Ltd., Queens Cross. Dud- 
ley, Worcs., will be a selection from their range 
of heating stoves. These stoves have a heat- 
ing capacity of 18,000 and 25,000 cu. ft., and 
a consumption per 12 hours of 56 lb. and 
75 ib. respectively. It is understood that they 
will burn any combustible material with the 
minimum of attention. (Stand 1312.) 


A new addition to the range of period fires 
manufactured by Berry’s Electric, Ltd., Spring- 
road, Hall Green, Birmingham 11, will be dis- 
played on their stand. Known as_ the 
“Regency,” it has, in addition to concealed 
heating, a camouflaged heat control switch. By 
moving a small lump of coal clockwise it is 
possible to secure full heat (2kW), half heat 
(1kW) or fire effect only; a fourth position of 
rotary switch turns off both the heat and light. 
Many other “ Magicoal’’ fires will be shown, 
and the “ Raydair ’’ background heater, now 
thermostatically controlled with a variable 
setting, will be featured. Decorative lighting 
fittings, including pendants, wall brackets, flush 
and semi-flush ceiling fittings, will be shown in 
different finishes.and materials. (Stands C, 507 
and 406.) 


The ‘‘Duo-Therm” heat pump made by 
Brentford Electric, Ltd., Kidbrooke Park-road, 
SE3, has been selected for display on the “ Re- 
search in Industry ”’ stand, which will show four 
examples of British achievements in engineering 
and research. The ‘* Duo-Therm” is entirely 
self-contained and needs only to be connected 
up to the usual piping system and roof storage 
water tank. Plugging in to an ordinary three- 
pin lighting point completes the installation. It 
will act as a 2} cu. ft. refrigerator; keep the 
pantry space cool at 40 deg. F.; and provide 
up to 120 gallons of water per day at 140 deg. F. 
Fitted in the airing-cupboard, a warmer can also 
be run off. (Stands C, 611 and 510.) 


The exhibits of Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mill 
Mead-road, Tottenham, N17, will include the 
*“Extravent” window fan for extracting 
stale air from offices, restaurants or kitchens, 
as well as the “ Tornado” bifurcated fume- 
removal fan for exhausting fumes, gases or hot 
air up to 150 degrees F. An improved design 
of the type PA three-bladed propeller fan will 
also be shown, the outstanding features of 
which are high volumetric capacity, non-over- 
loading characteristics and quiet running. A 
60-in. diameter axial fan impeller with adjust- 
able geometric pitch to allow variation of the 
volume-pressure performance after the fan has 
been installed, without altering the operational 
running speed, will also be on view together 
with a centrifugal fan with multivane impeller 
for general ventilating purposes. (Stand D, 
726.) 





Shown for the first time by Colt Ventilation, 
Ltd., of Surbiton, Surrey, will be their new 
“ Two-Way” fan. This window fan simul- 
taneously extracts the vitiated air from the 
room in which it is installed and replaces it 
with fresh clean air from outside the building. 
It is claimed that this fan is not only draught- 
less, but that any short-circuiting of the fan by 
opening adjoining windows is _ impossible. 
Accessories are available to filter or warm the 
incoming air. Displayed on a second stand 
will be their range of building materials, in- 
cluding Canadian Cedarwood Shingles, a silver- 
grey roofing material with an insulation value 
understood to equal 1lin. of concrete; and 
also “ Colterro” clay lath for interior or ex- 
terior plasterwork of all descriptions. The 
“Colt” chimney cowl will also be shown. 
(Stands B, 506 and C, 732.) 


The stand of the General Electric Co., Ltd., 
Magnet House, Kingsway, WC2, will portray a 
representative cross section of the company’s 
activities. One section will be devoted to 
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lighting and domestic equipment, including in- 
terior lighting and street lighting. Of par- 


ticular interest will be a new aero-screened lan- 


tern for main road lighting. This lantern has 
a medium angle beam distribution, and an im- 
portant feature is that it can be used near air- 
fields at the 120-130 ft. spacing usual with non- 
cut-off lanterns. The lamp is coated on the 
inside of its glass with a germanium-based 
phosphor to increase the proportion of red in 
the spectrum of the light emitted. (Stands 
503 and 402.) 


The stand of Hattersley Brothers, Ltd., 
Queen’s Foundry, Swinton, Mexborough, 
Yorks., will show a comprehensive range of 
their modern solid fuel appliances. This will 
include a_ selection of officially approved 
“Swinton” combination grates, openable 
stoves, and continuous burning fires and back 
boiler units. These will include the ‘‘ Forum” 
back boiler unit, with a patented flue design 
to ensure the most economical use of fuel in 
providing central heating. The “ Leander” 
continuous burning fire and also the back 
boiler unit will be exhibited in a selection of 
vitreous enamel finishes. (Stand A, 600.) 


A comprehensive range of “ Securex ’” com- 
pression joints for copper tubes, manufactured 
in sizes from }in. to 6in. inclusive, will be 
displayed by James H. Lamont and Co., Ltd., 
of Corstorphine, Edinburgh 12. The ‘* Securex ”’ 
fitting, which conforms to BSS 864/1953—Type 
B, is an expanded tube joint which requires no 
soldering and can be easily taken apart and re- 
assembled. Every fitting is tested to a pressure 
of 350 lb. per sq. in., and the joint is designed 
for domestic water supplies, both above and 
underground, in conjunction with tubes to BS 
659 and 1386. In addition, it is particularly 
suited to gas, steam, hydraulic and other 
systems. (Stand B, 630.) 


Radiation, Ltd., Radiation House, Stratford- 
place, W1, will be exhibiting a range of solid 
fuel cookers, room and water heaters, made to 
burn efficiently smokeless fuels such as coke, 
as well as coal. Most are fitted with built-in 
gas ignition, others can be lighted smokelessly 
with a gas poker. Shown for the first time at 
the BIF will be a new thermostatically-con- 
trolled “‘ Nautilus ’’ 55 coke boiler, fitted with 
rotating firebars to crush clinker and stones. 
Another new appliance will be the Mark II 
version of the ‘“ Chevin” boiler flue set, in 
which is now incorporated a throat restrictor. 
A smokeless whole-house warming system will 
be demonstrated by an oil-fired space and water 
heater, and for the first time, a back-access 
panel will be shown which facilitates, through 
a grille, the convection of heat from a living- 
room fire to an adjoining room or passage. 
(Stands B, 501 and 400.) 





“Two-Way” fan for simultaneous air extrac- 
tion and'‘replacement (Colt Ventilation, Ltd.) 
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A new range of virtually indestructible 
plastics tubing, for all cold liquid conveyance, 
designed to overcome the problem of burst 
pipes, will be displayed by Shires and Co, 
(London), Ltd., of Guiseley, Yorks. Available 
in standard sizes up to 12in. diameter, this 
“ Shirene ” piping is claimed not only to have 
sufficient elasticity to withstand high pressures 
and the expansion of water into ice, but also 
complete immunity to the action of acids, 
alkalis, salt water and chemical solutions. Light 
and flexible, it enables long pipe runs to be 
made without jointing. Also on view will be 
the “ Kingfisher’ syphon flush unit, moulded 
in corrosion-resistant polythene. (Stand B, 
700.) 


This year, the firm of John Steventon and 
Sons, Ltd., Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs., 
will exhibit on two separate stands, one of 
which will display a comprehensive selection 
of sanitary earthenware in which will be in- 
cluded a wide range of coloured ware both for 
the home and export markets. On the other 
stand will be displayed their Royal Venton 
fireplaces. (Stands B, 403 and 304.) 


The new model R.55 heater will be displayed 
for the first time by the Tilley Lamp Co., Ltd., 
15, Sackville-street, W.1. Although of a pres- 
sure type, it is fitted with a special container 
to provide 48 hours of heat without refuelling, 








Model R.55 portable paraffin pressure 
radiator (Tilley Lamp Co., Ltd.) 


consuming only six pints of ordinary paraffin. 
It has a special 14in. polished parabolic re- 
flector, and as it is completely portable the heat 
can be directed as desired. A hook enables 
it to be suspended if necessary, and the lamp 
is finished in cream stove enamel and fitted 
with a special guard. (Stand B, 601.) 


Paint, Finishes and Compounds 





The stand of the B.B. Chemical ‘Co., Ltd., 
Ulverscroft-road, Leicester, will exhibit ‘‘ Bos- 
tik”? adhesives and sealing compounds and 
‘** Prestik ’’ sealing strip and their uses, with 
particular reference to repair and maintenance 
and to applications of these products in the 
building and allied constructional industries. 
(Stands D, 419 and 318.) 


The exhibit of Cellon, Ltd... Kingston-on- 
Thames, will include ‘ Cerrux” highly resis- 
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tant stoving finishes (Epoxy and Vinyl resins), 
and “ Cerrux” quick drying synthetic finishes 
(Styrenated resins); ‘“‘ Cerric” wood lacquers 
for roller coating; “‘ Cerrux” catalysed wood 
lacquers (non flam); and “ Cellon ” specialised 
mastic compounds. ‘“Cerrux” industrial 
finishes for general industrial purposes can be 
offered in varying forms, viz., air dried or 
stoved, sprayed or dipped, hot or cold formu- 
lations based on epoxy and vinyl resins. It is 
understood that finishes of these types will 
withstand attacks by corrosive chemicals, sol- 
vents, alkalis, detergents and humidity. In con- 
junction with these finishes, “‘ Celletch” self- 
etching primer in a tinted form is available to 
produce a solid film of high gloss in pure 
white, blued white or ivory, employing two 
coats. ‘“ Cerrux”’ catalysed wood lacquers are 
said to offer high resistance to abrasion, heat, 
spirits, chemicals, oil, water, etc. (Stand B, 527.) 


Sealocrete Products, Ltd., Atlantic Works, 
Hythe-road, London, NW10, will include on 
their stand Sealocrete, Sealantone, Sealantex, 
Sealocure and Bituseal: products for water- 
proofing, colouring, hardening, decorating and 
curing of cement, concrete, asbestos and allied 
building materials, as well as to waterproof, 
dustproof, oilproof, coloured granolithic floor- 
ings. Specimens of coloured cement work, 
illustrating a few types of finishes for wall ren- 
derings, etc., asbestos cement, cement, concrete 
and brickwork will be seen illustrating how 
Sealocrete liquid stain colours and affords them 
protection. A practical demonstration will show 
how existing dusty cement and concrete floors 
are dustproofed, oilproofed and hardened, 
using Sealocrete concrefe surface dressing. 
Decorative finishes will be illustrated for direct 
application to cement, concrete, asbestos, brick- 
work, roughcast, etc., using Sealantex liquid 
stone compound, and Smooth Sealantex for ap- 
plication internally direct to cement, plaster 
and lime content surfaces. (Stand B, 614.) 


Equipment and Fittings 
The theme of the stand of the Avon Fireplace 
Co., Ashton Works, Winterstoke-road, Bris- 
tol 3, will be fireplaces in contemporary design. 
These will include all-tiled fireplaces in addi- 
tion to “Challen” mantel suites. All the 
models shown are architects’ designs and the 
centrepiece will be a ‘‘ Challen ” mantel in burr 
walnut with hand-decorated Chinese design. 
{Stand B, 512.) 


The stand of Bakelite, Ltd., 12-18, Grosvenor- 





gardens, SWI, will display a wide range of 


plastics. These will include moulding materials, 
laminates, extrusion materials, resins and ad- 
Among features of special interest 





Contemporary fireplace with wooden overmantel and hinged 
wrought-iron guard screen (Claygate Fireplaces, Ltd.) 
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will be telephones and electrical components 
moulded from a anew type of moulding com- 
pound possessing electrical c istics which 
gives a possibility of incorporating a wide range 
of colour effects. Also on show will be a 
variety of articles fabricated from “ Bakelite ” 
Polyester and Epoxy Resins reinforced with 
glass fibres, and resins for paint manufacture 
and lamp and valve-capping. Laminated sheet, 
rod and tube will include grades based on den- 
sified wood for jigs and tools, and on glass 
fabric for improved strength, heat resistance 
and electrical properties. In the display of 
“* Vybak ” PVC materials there will be a section 
of “ Vybak” insulated HSOS electrical cable, 
recently adopted for overhead supply lines 
carrying power to rural districts. (Stands C, 
404 and 505.) 


Apart from a selection of “ Supataps,” F. H. 
Bourner and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., Manor 
Royal, Crawley, Sussex, will be exhibiting their 
complete “ Supamix ” range of bath, basin and 
sink sets. The sink set, introduced recently, 
is designed for coupling to the main water 
supply and incorporates a check valve to enable 
easy and quick washer changing. Another new 
“* Supatap ” feature is a cushioned nylon washer 
which is claimed to be immune to chemical 
action, resisting the different acids found in 
different water supplies. The ‘“‘ Supadynamic ” 
cartridge-operated tool will also be on demon- 
stration and it is hoped to have available the 
new Mark 111, which will incorporate several 
modifications. (Stand D, 744.) 


Claygate Fireplaces, Ltd., Claygate, Surrey, 
will display an example of their new con- 
temporary designs which are a breakaway from 
their traditional styles. In addition, they will 
be showing another model in the same range 
which has a similar choice of wooden over- 
mantels but does not have the wrought-iron 
screen. Instead it has recessed cupboards on 
either side of the fire opening. Designs will 
also be shown in Clipsham, Bath or Portland 
Stone. (Stand B, 513.) 


The stand of Conex-Terna, Ltd., Whitehall- 
road, Great Bridge, Tipton, Staffs., will feature 
a full range of fittings for copper pipe and 
steam and water valves. Two types of copper 
fittings will be shown, namely, the “‘ Conex” 
type “A” compression joint for semi-hard 
copper tube, and ‘“Conexcel’’ joints and 
“Sofcop ” adaptors for fully annealed tube. 
A feature of the exhibit will be a pressure test- 
ing apparatus enabling visitors to see “‘ Conex ” 
compression joints subjected to high pressures, 
in the region of 5,500 Ib. sq. in., over 50 times 
those experienced in normal use. In addition, 
a range of “ Fullway” gate valves will be 
shown; also steam valves in sizes up to 2 in. 
(Stand B, 623.) 
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Easiclene Porcelain-Enamel (1938), Litd., 
Darlaston, S. Staffs., will be showing the 
“ Baroness ” all-metal single drainer sink unit 
with porcelain enamel sink top. It is under- 
stood to be rigid, of welded steel construction, 
treated against rust, and finished in stove- 
enamel. Sliding doors are mounted on plastic 
runners. There is also a choice of porcelain- 
enamel sink tops. Other products will include 
the “‘ Princess,” “* Duchess,” ‘* Countess” and 
“Coronet” range of sink units, and wash- 
basins, cisterns, draining boards and refrigera- 
tors. (Stands D, 616 and 717.) 


A range of castings in malleable iron and 
** Permalite ” will be featured on the stand of 
Hale and Hale (Tipton), Ltd., of Tipton, Staffs. 
“* Permalite’”’ is a special-purpose high duty 
alloy, designed for hard wear and resistance 
to shock and abrasion. Also on view will be 
a selection of manhole step-irons, and heavy © 
duty manhole covers and frames, the “‘ Hewitt ” 
wedge release, adapable for use in construc- 
tional work, and the wedge and screw-type pit 
prop. (Stands D, 609 and 508.) 


The stand of Lorival Plastics, Little Lever, 
nr. Bolton, Lancs., will display ‘“ Lorival” 
mouldings, extrusions and fabrications in a 
number of materials. A group of injection 
mouldings in PVC polythene, acetate and poly- 
styrene will be contrasted with “ Lorival” 
compression moulded products in urea and 
phenol formaldehyde resins. Thin-walled ex- 
truded tubes, rigid tubes, rods and sections are 
shown with calendered PVC sheeting for pack- 
aging, linings and electrical insulation. Pro- 
ducts for sanitary engineering will also be 
shown, including a “‘ Lynx ” cistern of contem- 
porary design and a “Kingfisher” syphon 
mechanism injection-moulded in polythene. 
(Stand C, 301.) 


Featured on the stand of Josiah Parkes and 
Sons, Ltd., Union Works, Willenhall, will be 
a complete range of “Union” locks and 
builders’ hardware. (Stand A, 526.) 


Peglers, Ltd., Prestex House, Marshalsea- 
road, SE1, will have a wide range of plumbers’ 
and engineers’ brasswork. The display will 
include “ Prestex ” compression joints for hard 
and soft copper tube and for plastic tube. 
“Prestex” bath and sink mixers in 
chromium plated finish will be shown, 
and there will be bibcock standards, sink 
type pillar taps, and stop, bib, pillar and 
globe taps. In the ballvalve section will be 
Croydon and Portsmouth patterns, and also 
patterns for high and low pressures. It is 
understood that ‘“‘ Prestex’’ mon-concussive 
self-closing spring taps have been improved 
with an easy-clean shield and a larger “3D” 
type button in pillar, bib and stoptap form. 





The “ Talgarth’’ fireplace with decorated tiles, stainless 
steel frame and ebony mantel (The Avon Fireplace Co.) 


. 
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For domestic boilers there will be a large selec- 
tion of spring safety valves, draw off cocks and 
plug bibcocks. (Stand B, 421.) 


Sanbra, Ltd., Aston Hall-road, Birmingham 6, 
will exhibit a complete range of plumbers’ 
brassfoundry and ‘‘Comex” compression 
joints, gate valves, drawn copper traps, to- 
gether with non-ferrous castings and hot brass 
stampings. Among the fittings on show will 
be the ‘“ Easilyne’” taps (approved by the 
Council of Industrial Design and the Good 
Housekeeping Institute), including a combina- 
tion bath and shower mixer. Also on show 
will be the ‘ Domestic” high necked pillar 
cock, ‘‘ Typhoon” shower heads, and the 
“* Seco-twin ” divided flow sink mixer. (Stands 
B, 623 and 520.) 


The stand of the Yorkshire Copper Works, 
Ltd., of Leeds, will exhibit non-ferrous tubes, 
including ‘“ Yorcalbro” (aluminium-brass), 
“* Yorcunife ’’ (copper-nickel-iron), and special 
types of ‘‘ Yorkshire”’ copper tubes. ‘‘ York- 
shire ’’ refrigeration tubes, in 50 ft. and 20 ft. 
coils, which can be supplied tinned externally 
if required, will be on view, together with 
“ Yorkshire ” bulb and capillary tubes, which, 
it is understood, can be supplied in a wide range 
of sizes. Shown this year for the first time will 
be a range of “ Polyorc”’ plastic tubes. Special 
displays are being arranged of these tubes and 
jointing methods and a large coil of “ Polyorc 
A” polythene tubing is shown alongside a 
““ Yorcalon ” (long length) copper coil. ‘* York- 
shire” capillary fittings will be shown at the 
rear of the stand in panels dealing with waste 
installations, heating and large size pipelines, 
gas service, carcassing and installation pipe- 
lines, underground water pipelines, etc. Other 
panels will show stopcocks and valves, union 
fittings, slip fittings, clips and brackets, 
chromium plated tubes and fittings, ‘“‘ York- 
shire ” copper fittings and ‘‘ Yorcasal ’’ fittings. 
(Stands B, 634 and 723.) 


Miscellaneous 


The stand of Cuxson, Gerrard and Co., Ltd., 
of Fountain-lane, Oldbury, Birmingham, will be 
equipped as a typical works first-aid room. 
This firm specialise in industrial first-aid, and 
their products range from Aspirin tablets 
to store cabinets. Dressings, sterile and 
aseptic preparations, stretchers and first-aid 
treatments and methods will also be on display. 
(Stand B, 516.) 


The firm of Ch. J. Neuman, Ltd., 445, 
Brighton-road, South Croydon, Surrey, will 
display a range of greasing equipment. Among 
these will be the ‘‘ Nubrex ” high pressure side- 
lever grease gun, and a tractor lubricator. The 
“‘ Nubrex ” high pressure side-lever grease gun 
is specially designed for use with tractors and 
is a smaller model with a capacity of lb. 
This gun exerts a pressure of 10,000 Ib. per 
sq. in., and has a special locking device in the 
spring-loaded piston rod. (Stands 1205 and 
1104, Outdoor.) 


The range of products featured on the stand 





of the Plus Gas Co., Ltd., 1-11, Hay Hill, W1, 


will include Plus Gas Formula “A.” This is 
a dismantling fluid and rust remover with a 
low surface tension, enabling it to be quickly 
drawn into deep penetration between corroded 
interlocking parts or surfaces at remarkable 
speed. It contains no acid or corrosive con- 
stituents. Plus Gas Formula “B” will also 
be on view, and is a protective fluid to prevent 
the occurrence of rust on metal. It forms a 
tough sealed coating which adheres firmly to 
all metals, ferrous and non-ferrous, but can 
easily be removed with white spirit. It is 
claimed to prove an ideal protective for spares 
and equipment during storage or in transit, 
especially under tropical conditions, and to 
provide steel structures erected in the open 
with an effective shield against corrosive 
elements. (Stand D, 129.) 
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The stand of the Briton Brush Co., Ltd., 
Wymondham, Norfolk, who will also be exhibit- 
ing at Castle Bromwich, will feature a full range 
of household and painting brushes, as well as a 
range of paint roller sets. (Stand B, 3.) 


The Northern Ireland stand, organised by 
the Ministry of Commerce, will consist of a 
pavilion displaying a comprehensive range of 
textiles, ceramics, rope, household goods and 
engineering products. A commercial inquiry 
desk will be manned by staff from the Ministry 
in Belfast, and a directory of 3,000 Ulster firms 
making 100 classes of goods will be distributed. 
Of particular interest among the exhibits will 
by “ Perlite” (Obsidian) before and after pro- 
cessing. This rare mineral from County Antrim, 
after heat treatment, expands to many times 
its volume and becomes a useful insulating 
material. (Stand J, 48.) 


AWARDS FOR PLASTERERS 


Revised Conditions Agreed 


THE Plasterers’ National Joint Advisory 

Council announces that the following 
revised conditions of award have been 
agreed in respect of the Crombie Trophy 
and the Tyzack Trowels:— 

Crombie Trophy — (1) The Crombie 
Trophy shall be held for one year by the 
school which, in the opinion of the Plasterers’ 
National Joint Advisory Committee, has ob- 
tained the best results in the examinations 
of the City and Guilds of London Institute. 
In making the award, the committee shall 
have regard to the number of first and second 
class passes obtained by candidates from the 
competing schools in the final and intermedi- 
ate examinations held in the month of June 
prior to the making of the award and also 
to the number of students in the classes from 
which the examination candidates were 
drawn. The decision of the committee shall 
be final. 

2. A school which has been awarded the 
trophy in two successive years shali not be 
eligible to receive the award for a period of 
two years thereafter. 

3. The Plasterers’ National Joint Advisory 
Committee shall nominate one of its mem- 
bers to present the trophy to the successful 
school, and the parties to the joint committee 
will arrange for the attendance of repre- 
sentative members at any function at which 
the trophy may be presented, 


Tyzack Trowels—(1) The Tyzack Silver 
Trowel shall be awarded each year by the 
Plasterers’ National Joint Advisory Com- 
mittee on the results of the final examina- 
tions in plasterers’ work of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute. The winner, 
who shall not be eligible in any subsequent 
year for the same award, shall hold the silver 
trowel for a period of one year and, in addi- 
tion, shall receive, as his own property, a 
Stainless steel replica thereof, 
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2. The Tyzack stainless steel trowel shalt 
be awarded each year by the Plasterers’ 
National Joint Advisory Committee on the 
results of the intermediate examinations in 
plasterers’ work of the City and Guilds of 
London Institute. The winner shall not be 
eligible in any subsequent year for the same 
award. 


NFBTE Affiliations 


APPLICATIONS for affiliation submitted by 
the Uganda Association of Building and 
Civil Engineering Contractors and the Trini- 
dad and Tobago Building and Allied Trades 
Employers’ Association have been accepted 
by the NFBTE. The total number of over- 
seas builders’ organisations affiliated to the 
National Federation is now 15. 


WASTE ON SITES 
Builders Criticised 


BET facing bricks, worth £11 per 1,000, 

are being dumped to make roads for 
lorries on Walsall housing sites, Walsall 
Town Council was told on April 18 by 
COUNCILLOR S. WricHT. “It disgusts me to 
see this sort of thing, when we know of the 
disgraceful amount of waste by contractors 
on every site in the town,” he said. 

“Colossal profits are being made. Who 
is paying? We are,” he added. Councillor 
Wright was criticising application for a loan 
to cover payment to contractors for nearly 
£20,000 overspent on houses and flats on six 
sites. 

Increases for rising wages and cost of 
materials were tied up with delay in com- 
pletion of building jobs, said CouNcILLoR 
D. H. Coox. “If the cost was transferred 
to the contractor I am sure it would be a 
great inducement to him to get on and com- 
plete contracts on time,” he said. Over- 
spending was solely on wages and materials, 
said CoUNCILLOR H. S. TRUMAN, and Coun- 
CILLOR BERT SMITH pointed out that all con- 
tractors’ claims would be found to be 
justified after investigation by the corpora- 
tion’s officers. 

COUNCILLOR WRIGHT suggested that the 
education committee of the council] should 
insert a penalty clause in contracts for 
school buildings to ensure that contractors 
did not exceed their time limit. Coun- 
CILLOR BRYAN STANLEY claimed that work 
was delayed because contractors took on too 
many jobs in too many different places. The 
longer the time lag the greater was the 
danger of being called on to meet supple- 
mentary estimates to cover increases in the 
cost of labour and materials. 


BOOK OF THE YEAR 


The 1955 Britannica Book of the Year has 
now been published by Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, Ltd., and contains an article op 
the building and construction industry con- 
tributed by Mr. D. A. G. Reid, principal of 
the Brixton School of Building. .The pub- 
lication, which recalls the events of 1954, 
includes factual information relating to such 
matters as housing, town planning and air 
pollution, and describes recent developments. 
in architecture and art. Copies of this 512- 
page volume, which has a total of 419 con- 
tributors, can be obtained from the pub- 
lishers, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Ltd., 102, 
Dean-street, W1, price from £4 4s., accord- 
ing to binding. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





|= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
<< merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
<ircumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
ciaterials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


4#&GGREGATES AND SAND 


Lelivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


it Ballast pas 
‘it Sand ped See 
W Washed Sand . 
j in. Shingle 
, in. Broken Brick 
«an Breeze oa 
ine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


including non-returnable jute sacks or pi ‘oe bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton Toads and up 
wards to site a aay tie 
lto6ton do. site ... 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 
Other colours according to colour. 
in 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to cv 9d. ‘- ton. 
White Portland Cement 
Under 1 ton 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) i in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 
Stourbridge Fisegiay. — loads at Railway Depot, 
London 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks .. 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in —_ 
District Commons ie 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics ; 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced . 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) oe 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... Ge a 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ve «st 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites)... 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) : 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations)... op 
3 in. do. (London Stations) 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) 
1 b aeseh-apacte “Multi Red Facings (London 
it 
a in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 


Sites 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour "Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. wea wes 


per yd. 


per ton 


per cwt. 


per ton 


per 1,000 


Qo eee eh 
cSocaNws 


Aan ns 
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an 
_ 
foe} 


12 17 
15 


14 11 
14 11 
17 5 
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— 
wwuoou-o™ 
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o 


aco ho 


nano oS A A WCWO ONoOCAancocccoceso 





£ s.d. 
Rubber Bricks oe gauged arches (London Sites) ... per 1,000 41 10 0 
2% in. ae. © lamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ai wot: Se 6 
2%in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) pa 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... m 64 0 0 
Headers. ba me ni 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. - Flats” eee is er 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... red aw bse a °85 0 O 
Double Headers... errr Oh ee NUM Eeky © 5Se = 7710 0 
One side and two ends... sad SoD oe a 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end... x ae na i 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints im is 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
: lorry loads. 
in. we on aa 140 yds. aes ie -—e yd. sup. 4 3 
ria mm —« san pee ° 4 6 
esi <i. deat ae 120 yds. ae Be $ 2 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) wae 95 yds. aa an oa 6 7 
6 in. (8}” x 5%”) ae 2250 Blocks “as .. perl000 25 14 0 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
yl: ae ae ie 100 yds. pee +.» per yd. sup. as7 
7) a ree ae 85 yds. aaa dae ag 42 
Fi css aus oa 75 yds. ine pee es 5 0 
4in. ... pon aaa 55 yds. a pas re 6 2 
CRANHAM 
ei aes ina a _ aa ‘ial aad aa 6 8 
2tin. ... ane as a one aie wee aa 7 4 
7 - dea ae ae eed poe waa oe pi 8 7 
Ses at re A 10 7 
ant in. Load bearing quality . 7is a ll 8 


FLoor enaies and ace Ties 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. staat = in. omnent in full 


lorry-loads ... -. per1,000 3211 0 
4in. a «6 Soa uae ond aes a a 3418 O 
5 in. ie * iz maa aad ass pre “a ‘“ 41 11 0 
6 in. Ge x00 saa er ea iad uae pe 46 16 0 
7 in. = daa =e iat a ace aaa “a 56 18 O 
8 in. 66 14 0 
10” x 390 +” Filler Tiles in multiples of 10tiles per 1, ,000 multiples 42 °G 
IZ? x?x do. do. s i. 63 17 O 
10° are do. do. oa es 69 14 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +6739 +974% +1073% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% °+-674% +10% +974 % +10% +1074 $% 
Tested Quality +374%4674% +4374%+974% +374%%+1074% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%+674% +474%+974% +474 oz 1074 


3 in. Land pean ae i 12 in. saat «. per 1,000 10 3 S 
4in. do. pon «ae “a = 1420 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park as “+ aaa . per ft. cube 7 10 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground - 8 10 


Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered magne area ,, 8 7 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aaa a 8 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
_ Southern Region ie ~ 8 1} 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin “Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. X 3 in. ey ee becsnanes -_ 


stooled cills a Nise cube 3 4 3 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. i xg o 260 
12in. x 3in. Plain ain coping, twice throated _ sta pes 115 4 
12in. x 3 i, W feathered and twice throated aap ‘a y ey ee 
14in. X 6 in. do. do. re 2 2% 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face sae fe 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... .-» per ft. sup. 6 > 
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STONE—continued £s. d. Si Abin. ma Pee ny xi all £ a ‘ 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. in. X 44 In. in. X 3g in. in. X JIN, «+. DOF 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... perft.cube 1 3 5 Ao . atk $y x ya sin «4h oe 3 3 : 
Do. do. fair one ¢ edge for fair faced 9 af + hy 10 - bs r ~ M. X 41M. see ae 
tell Cle ree es 1710 | 12in. x Sin. = 22in. x Tin. Scales “if 100 
12 in. x 2 in, Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 8 2 9in. x Tin. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. Xx 8 in. 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 14in. x Shin. 14in. x 6 in. 14in. x 8 in. 
and front perft.cube 2 3 8 15 in. X 5 in. 15i in. X 6i in. 16 in. X 6 in. -. 10 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and ‘front .. is 118 3 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x 7 in. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 10 18in. x 8 in. 20 in. x be in. 20 in. x 7} in. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 13 10 — ne ge average price . Rete Vitis SI Kewdtt Patty gS ‘ : 
eel tees average price ae me “ie ‘ 
TILES AND PANTILES Fabricated work y- a London— 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 R.S. Joists cut and fitted af Ee, ne Be, 5510 0 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ~~ Tiles from Compound girders id me rs ‘ Seg O 
Lincolnshire district aoa 29: .:8.<0 Stanchions : se oe: ae cas ee REY: > 0) 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ‘ ee ve 47 10 0 Compound stanchions ie ee hp: 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district -.. = 58 13 6 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins _.. i ae SCS O 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district “se one Mer 9 Average prices not for awkward work. - 
Machine-made 10} x _ 6} Staffordshire district ... ove AS. wei? Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. soe ove Lue? Stock ci in. diam., and upwards p it 6 oO 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... ee abe 1), &. 6 } in. diam. ‘ per ‘tonextra 4 7 0 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6} “ oe oe = 714 6 in. do. ae ae 370 
do. Interlocking (49S) nt nec 18 9 6 Zin. do. G ay ti ae ey rn aS 6 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. sin. do. es a af oy eid os 112 0 
SLATES fi h ss MILD STEEL TUBES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ee ogee wy Class A NET 
ao (7 i ClassB + 94% Light + 243% Malleable List—324% + 40% 
5 o 4 Class C + 254% Heavy + 32% 
yk ae | 93 4 6 lack— 
20 x 12 88 0 O Class A — 214% 
20 x 10 Sue Class B — 11% Light + 112% Malleable List—323% 
+ hate 3 ClassC + 14% Heavy + 194% 
18 x 9 ee PEA ooh nes Be cr roe. a2 0 
Ee | a eo kes oe ne os 48 16 0 . C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
16;:x 8 38 0 0 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
NOTE. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Sto 
TIMBER zi Gutters Nozzles Ends 
Sof 3 in. ae Bye an ae .. 3/44 3/- /10 
oftwood— 7 a eae le ee 3/3 /10 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 4in 3/9 38 1/3 
Carcassing quality do. * £98 to £102 4} in ie ead ‘is x coe 5/24 4/1 1/6 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. on £108 0 Sin. “in ii Eax ne vel 5/94 als 1/10 
A a : eas ie ~ $6 ats 
Mahogany—African S.E. PA do. perft.cube 110 0O C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
do. Honduras do. kes do. 5s 3° 0 3 in. ae <x a ote oe = 4/44 3/11 1/- 
Oak European do. pee do. - (Tae ae 34 in. Bae Kea ve ioe sos. 5, 2a 3/11 1/3 
do. Japanese do. ase do. uA 2 10 0 4in. pre suk “as es sti Oe 4/1 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. x Lis" 2 4h in. eae aes ae eis ae 5/94 4/8 1/10 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. a 35> "Oo 5 in. Bee ye we we = 6/44 5/5 2/1 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. a r’s"0 : “CL RAIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends Branches 
Delivered London area. 2 in. ae ose ae: des sca’ HE 3/8 /4 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. oon ; 23 in. eee se ose ate we = 7/24 4/1 7/1 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. = oo. cach 112 0 3 in. vee oe tee tee eee aa? 3/2 7/8 
2 ft. 3 in. xX 6 ft. 6 in. ee Bee a 5 93-0 34 in. aa aap sp we ous Spe 6/1 9/3 
: ft. 6 in. x : “4 : in. ses me oo. o 1 4 : 4 in. ase res See -- 10/8 7/4 10/11 
ft. 9 in. x t. 6 in. ses pb ea * rg 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. y eo L. vs c. nine <i 6/4 7/8 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aoe a ye an ee A 24 in. oe ae pa ae : 8/74 7)- 9/7 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a ics Ses 211 6 3 in A ; os 9/8 7/8 11/7 
2 in. ary top panel ees Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in. ye ae ae fe ae 10/10 9/7 13/7 
cron tee et tenes aes 242 | su. 1. 12/4 10/8 15/8 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft in. ove eee see ” Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 23% 
Delivered London area aii ia and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 23 per ‘cent. 
1 in. Woo ool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton = yds. to i son) Lae ta oranen ad 5 8 L.C.C. Coe nae PIPES 
$ in. 0. yds. to 1 ton = eek Pa . 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tolton) ... tee a 8 114 : cwt. qr. Ib. peryd. Bends Branches 
2¢in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ...  ... i 10 3 rig esen © Lene” iste 5 ; . 3/11 is te 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 11 54 os ove oc az / / 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per } in. of thickness. AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. All less 17} per cent. discount. 
en ss th OK Ss 
re = Se. ee » “22-6 | Pipes 6-ft. lengths... peryd. 3/9 4]- 4/10 6/5 
i in. : Shoes... each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3. 
fs in. a Flat Building ‘Sheets : : per yd. sup. a us Single Branches _ et ae 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Reokag Felt, yely hs ¥ aide ies sbi e : : Bends as, obtuse 5, 28 at 1 #8 34 
Best Scotch Glue, A slabs... oe . per } cwt. $ 0.0 wan Necks 44 in. proj. 
i pearl er oe “ ct 350 do. 6in. do. a 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Croid Glue et as ae +... 284B. 260 Asbestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) a oe ... per ton 33° 0 4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . coe see - 5415 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/7 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) : bad ... per cwt. 2°16 3 Drop ends ae soe. | — OBER 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) bs2 hs . ais 9 Stop Ends aes oe ma /10 /1l 1/- 1/2 
METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. —, Sk ae ee 30 34 3/10 Ha 
Basis Joists— F : met ag Pe 
6in. X Sin., 8in. Xx 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in, x 6 in. Union Clips... nd * 1/5 1/8 2/l 2/5 
12 in. x 6 in. ae cut to engine delivered London AsBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
area ee «« perton 39 0:0 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 
&xtra for sizes : c Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
3in. X 1}in. 4in. X lzin. ... an re 310 0 Drop ends oe ent 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
3 in. xX 3 in. oun see. nig cap ae rah 210 0 Stop ends _ Sint Lee /9 /10 /1l 1/- 1/2 
4in. xX 3in., 10in. x 4hin. ... a als s 110 0 Angles .., pr. shel ESgeit Vale 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Sin, X 2b in.,;; 300. X% 3M. ons aes we ds 115. 0 Nozzles See adele. gp NEE 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
43 in. x i} in. aie cas 8 my ves ee ce Union Clips... oa ee ae 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—continued Per oo toe PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
. in Deli 1 Lond 
Iron—Staffordshire Cro Sa he Quali a 17 ¢; Ceiling Distemper per cwt. i 7 % 
01 wn Merchant iar oe ove aad - #e eee eee 

Mild Steel Bars... o's ae oS re $3 0 

Mild Steel Hoops ... a ae aa om ak” Fn ee vs per gal. ; ¥ . 
Ex Merchant’s ent pain (in cwt. drums) . + «per cw. 
Stock per ton LeaD PRODUCTS AND Ons. 

Soft Sheets C.R. and C.. An —s — Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 0 

ec — . . de. 

30 pot =“ sr & ae 2 = pk a1 oe é Q-| Genuine White Lead. hone 1- — - lotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. 2 0 
24 SOT iy i ete me oe ite 51.16 0 | Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 percwt. 619 3 
26 ga ts a "54 16 © | Genuine Linseed Oil range oe ah, eg a one - 211 0 

Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. ‘to 9 ft.— Size XD quality, 28 Ib + = wees per tin 9 0 
20 gauge ... ae ba i ae 6. 6 ee Linseed Oil (5 i.) Drums extra per gal. 12 0 

24 gauge MIN OD IN ORD. IN IN IN 59 16 6 | Boiled Linseed Oil ( gal.) do. ... * 12 6 
26 gai we a ae ce Sk? 

Galvanind Flat sheets C. R. ‘and . A— SUNDRIES. 

20 gauge ... a uals me te .. 5716 6 | Turpentine substitute G gal.) drums extra “a 5 $ 
24 gauge ... GL sae er nee aaa aad sie & 6 do. do. 40 gal.) do. do. ‘ 4 8 
26 gauge . .- 6611 6 Solignum, Brown & gal. — Exterior a 6 6 

‘Plumpers’ Brass WorK, Copren, ZINC, ETC. Creosote (40 gal. barrels) soe wees 20 
Delivered in London area. Paste Pome (1 Ib. packets) Pe ae --- per Ib. 1 6 
OH. White Lining Paper ... 5 ste sah es. =per piece 1 0 
‘ 4 Ali per doa Thee Tn Zin. lin. 1}in. 1$in. 2 in. 

crewdown coc rutc 

raced fori iron F S Ai 129/8 VARNISHES, etc. 
Toilet bib cocks for iron eee a eli . 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron’ 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 52/6 917/6 | Dak’ Wurnice Oonatle or Inside eee omaha 

do. with two unions for lead  89/- 132/-. 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 | Oak Pale Copal ae. ee Bae 118 0 

Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 | Hard Drying POak for Inside" 2h oe eg 200 
_ Croydon — —, eee 77/= 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — Crystal Paper Varnish do... ... «5 ws 200 

rs’ union brass lead to Eggshell F arni ai ae = aaa 7 
mon ww 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10, 70/6 165) ae << 2 eee 
In. 19 in. nt D ess ale ee mr 

Caps and screws snus, SA ADIS 5916. 92/5 118/10 1559/3 me ee ie 7a 
Brass sleeves . SUAL 31/11 36/2, 14/10 91/5 | Black Japan... 1. ose see ane HL 114 0 
"18 x 6b. 1} x 6lb.2 x 71b.3 x 71b. | Brunswick Black 2 2 lOO? 110 0 

Lead P. trap with brass cleaning ET ty: nak exe. te ee Pee he 150 
screws oe RR od ase Ms eee” Tene Suet gy 180 
LeadS.trap do. ... =... 77/=—95/—._—-156/3—-281/~ Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 9... snes wee gs 220 
Solder s. d. | French and Brush Polish do.) ow. ese weep 118 0 

Plumbers’... Pe aes Bre sad ee =per Ib. So 

Fee ace ae acd De: oes be a , : 
lo 
Copper toh ol BSS 659/1944 on the basic srice of 37d. per Ib. plus gauge CLASS 
and manufacturing extras as —* inimum quantities, 3 cwt. Delivered London area. Per ft. — 
tra 8. 
d. d. | 18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 
tin. x 19 gauge ra 12: Total per Ib. 493 oz. oe ae ae oo fe a 7 
tine x 19 yy one 11 »  » 48% | 260z. ». » % % » 10 
1 ims -. ne 9 ay ts 46 32 oz. i a a a 3d 
if} in, 6 3G: ~ss is 9 et ee 46 $ in. Rolled Plate wes aaa Sin a 9 
1 » . 18, ine 9 aa 46 }; in. and } in. Rough Cast . «e 1 0 
2 17 _10§ » 47% in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns : : 
Rolled ‘Ceonie ‘Sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £--s.:é, White aa a 9 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras .. perton 384 5 0 do. Standard Tints aan aa aa aca ane 1 4 

Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots “upwards per cwt. S63 do. Special Tints . 29 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG - 8 4 6] 4in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, “Reediyte and 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG % $ 3.6 Luminating ; See 

Brass tubes basic ane: piss om on manufactur tin. Wired Cast aa Ae cae Ao aaa a 

ing extras... per Ib. 2 5% | din. Georgian Wired Cast ;.. a= ee ae so 1 2 

LEAD SHEET AND PIPES Re on Ste oor 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London P.B3 7 x 73 x 3 in. - yee se 42 
or Home Counties. ‘p in. at “ <a 
a P.B.32 72 xX 732 x 3 aia ie poe 42 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 1b. substance and upwards per ton 140 5 0 ye eet aa match sacle 2M 
Lead Water Pipe in coils Pere 141 10 0 “ ere aee 5 3 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2i in. to 4 in. dia. aie éo° 143 0 0 P. Ba eee eee eee eee ee eve eee 6 9 
do. over 4 ia. dia se a a 145 0 0 P.B. 32 sh ae pase ad 6 9 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo po pipe aaa vA 143 0 0 3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ae aaa ae Ale 
5 cwt. and under 1 ten hs +. per cwt. 20 a“ sa 5 ft. sup. eco cos eee 4°5 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. Bae aaa nia ine a 40 are a pe 45 ft. sup. aPe ‘ea ane A gat 
1 ewt. do. 3 cwt. a aa a 6 0 a 100 ft. sup. wea 3 6. 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates exceeding 100 ft. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G. Be 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged —Not qroseding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one e way d or 135 in. 
extra rag ey to current trade schedule. both ways ie 8 4 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto ida nth ll 3 
ton weighed at buyer's works. Not exceeding 200 XY D. or ditto a aed 16 0 
ates exceeding sup., prices on applica’ on. 
PLASTER, etc. Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton sii and over eae ni on 7 perton 7 6 6 

do. White do. do. 714 3 Cuy Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

Sirapite Coarse do do. ° 790 ollowing prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
do. ‘ine do. do. He . 717 0 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 

Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton awed roe ate tegen ah 6 9 6 bit Minimum Per ft. super- 

Hydrated Lime do. wie ase ae as 512 6 Description of Glass quantity s. d. 

Lump Lime do. a Pe 5 2 3 18 oz. sheet O.Q. aaa ao per Pies --. 3,000 

White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads... te 10 4 0 24-92. - 3s eta wae pas daa <0” ee 

Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton —_ sae 4 918 6 26 - ma “a ve ‘aa ooo gta eee 2,000 7 

Granite Chips in 6-ton loads Vs - 26-3 320 a ane eau ate 2,000 1 

HGH acs percwt. 417 6 te "Rolled Plate 1,000 7 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board. Ri in. thick 600 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

yds. gad iad in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. ya Patterns, White 1,000 Tk 
1,200 y fe: 2 2% | + in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 

Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to and Spotlyte... «» 1,000 1 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one fs. in. and in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast «- 2,000 1 

delivery. Delivered site \.. cal re: =A 2 6 } in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... om «-» 2,000 11 

1,200 yds. ... tee oes eee sas see os 2 53 !' }in. Georgian Wired Cast .. ° -_ 2,000 1 
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ae: om KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Meine’... cinnee ck Grade Classification. A Al a. 
Abergavenny me Craftsmen ... +i whe 4/-  3/1lk 3/11 3/10} 
yon oN a Labourers... ... 1. 3/5h° «3/5 3/4R - 3/4 
femonons Kei ’ Town. Grade. Town, Grade. Town. Grade. 
Aldeburgh .......... DE csclcsarescisehn A2 Felixstowe ...... ane RMOMIIMR con ccacésccesucsccconsernen 
Aldershot District. Burnham-on-Crouch Filey U.D. ee A 
Aree UD....... Fleetwood ‘A | Lyneham (Devon) 
“hee sles ees pong Macclesfiel 
Aiea Folksion at | Sete 
ee ae a Maidstone ..... 
‘% TOME scnchngcescevsvncdie o Maltby JRE 
-Ammanford . 
ANAOVET o....ceccseescesreersA2 |  FYMCCE  sreessereseeceesseereens Gainsborough U.D. .........A Maldon (Essex) .. 
Ardingly ... Ider Valle Gateshead ............. Ree Malvern U.D. .. Al 
gly Calder Valley re Manchest A 
Arundel Cambridge ......... * Gillingham (Kent)... —_ Mamma At 
GE ss sceosiatccitbeeds Cannock U.D. cs as cle ee COE ote 
Ashby-de ouch Canterbury a OCCT sss esoss ctor scaese A mg M. “ 
Ashby Woulds U.D aes A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 Mare seve a 
—— Rane oo Cardiganshire,County of tA2 sonra ereeonccccvcesooccces: . Market Hasbcscush ibe 
shfor iddlesex te SS SEER 6 A oole -B.... ae 
Ashington ............ Carmarthenshire,Cnty of fA2 Gosport peeoekas A Maryport Tas teeeeesereeeeeeces A 
Ashitentl 5 ......0sssn0ans Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 Grantham M.B A nea U.D. —<_ 
Ashton-under-Lyne... SSRRIMOREL 5; srsscesarscac¥os<os> A Gravesend ...... vA Melto, es ares ae 
Aspatria and Brayton A2 Castleford.... ae Great WAPMOUER ....: vac0c00000cs A Mel on MM, ne , UD tease nv 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham ..:............ a Grimsby C.B. & R. (part) A elton Mowbray U.D..... 
Yo OS) Sear? A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith ... A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 WARDEN Ee Fee ct ca adehenececes A 
Aylesby (Yorks). ae Charmy Down ........ ‘A Guildford District ............ a aaa orough 
| i RASTER te Chath & District Al Guilsborough .... or 1 )s eee ens 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD. ry RSUENOY oes once he ae A | Minot tees” i 
Ee Mescns’eu A2 Chelmsford .... A : B dilfor 2 ‘ 
‘Bakewell U.D.. eA Cheltenham .. aes 0am ee eg LS sls 
Sa A2 Chepstow . wt Holieat 3: | e oo” ve 
a ey a or Chertsey oe Haresfield Bs : un es “i t é 7 
arnoidswick U.D. .. . ee pee ; antwich ... 
Barnsley .............. A | Chesterfield M.B. ............A ov dba Se A 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Chesterfield R.D. ...... ese Harrogate Newark-on-Trent R Al 
Bayrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Hartlepool : Newbury ........... .A2 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chichester .............. Peete A2 Harwich... : Newcastle-on-Tyne ..... valk 
ITY neesreesenereeseesscesenees A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslenere A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme wataa A 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- ham Within and Harden- mage ar 3 New Forest District......... Al 
b he-Wolds A1) r “ Hastings .... JA N Reh Al 
“ — olds oe MOY ci septesccscsececet. A2 Hat. eld (Herts.) . ar vnc .. Hhisersbecssigeese 
ow WD setasusasceycncias : Chorley ‘piv bah baerebiesnes sees A Haywards Heath .. A2 feces oy me 
_ euabonssbe at Clacton ..... -Al Hemel Hempstead pert ee ee 4 me 
Bantry AL | Gievedon ccccccgh | Hetleyrensthames TAR | Newon abot A 
"ar : See A ase arse 
Beaconsfield & District. = Cleveleys ... wA ea os Cnty. of... £A2 Nemes CB... ae % 
ep leanesemsesiia i owe Ge pa ee rte Re aaa - | a 73 
aha . ‘ de “ Hertford ........ Pn 4 oy = 
ae ark a Cobham (Surrey) ............ A aed ay UD... AS il a te oe 
ea 4 R * “4 Colchester ........... a Heysham ........... cas a ~ og — 
Batten one + owe ieee viele High Wycombe ‘ vl pier cages oat more 
. eas * os RRS ; akham U.D: .. 
Bedlington one Congleton eat key UD Oldh : i. 
Bedwas iil | Consett aaa. A) a oe * 
| menage D piefor: wv. A pn an OE Se Al Hoddesdon ..................... r" Ormskirk ‘A 
DOE ND .norercrecves age A Cornwall, County of ......tA2 Horley ..... » 2 Ossett and Horbury A 
OM seeeeeee see on Coventry C.B. ........ ay Horsham. sooA2 ‘ord <A 
} nae’ “44 | Cranbrook ~ ..... A2 | Horwich .. A | Oxted .. WAL 
Berrington ........ ~~ es og Me = ae Huddersfield me A Palentes :.... Al 
oo Be a a eee 
Beverley y enn sores 5 “s Hunstanton .......... +-A2 aoe Sm . — 
Crowborough "AD Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A Pickering ............ “A3 
Cuckfield ...... 45 LE ee ane ee A Plymouth ...... A 
aw % Del nite me sooseeree — Heamonee sieaaasare a 
scsi alton-in-Furness ... se re wets ‘ontypri istrict.. nee 
ae Darlington District A Isle of Sheppey .. whe POCA 0.000550. rer 
i .A2 ae A Isle of Thanet.. + A2 Portland Stoneyards .........A 
Birkenhea soc BN accassicnint A2 Isle of Wight ..... ~<a2 Portsmouth ............ aansdesin 
irmi 44 | Denbigh Town A2 | Jarrow MB... A | Port Talbot :: A 
Banos a te oo Keighley sesecernenenen AT Pudsey 207 a 
Bispham .............. cosseeoeas ry Devon, mass of saz Kesiwok UD. a Pulborough eavesenc A 
Black | A Didcot ‘A2 Kettering M.B. . A Radnorshire, County of tA2 
fee - on R — Keynsham ee x Ramegate Gieskesbessacsecsveet ~ 
Black ee re idderminster M.B. A yieign .... een 
Blaydon U. wA Doncaster C.B. sah Ki t Reading Z 
idw A oo STR RET RING A ing’s Lynn ........... A se 
Behsesoeen A a ng Connts of Cexcepe + Pinata ai so “w A 
Bognor Regis A2 We beoe pwanage an Kirkham A Redhill and Reigate ....A 
Boldon U.D rn — Al CS Knaresborough wD.. at ipon weedesseeseusnostee ec | 
nae Dovercourt ........ wer ee ei ant Hperwend “el 
End”. Al Driffield U.D. .... Al Lancaster ............. A, ose lila seas 
a 2 | Peewee ek | Eee A | 
Bradford 4 —— boven aA — Fsseasthes - Eetton Walden evenepee aie 
Bradford-on-Avon ......... TAA CRY © os. iis cisescsck A eicester C.B. .. t. ae ieee 
MOUMEIOD hoses tosesescnascates Al Eastbo * Leighton Buzzard Al St. Helens ..... ave 
Breconshire, County of...$A2 ge AE agg Letchworth .... Al St. Neots... .A2 
> ‘A2 E. Glam. & Mon. Val. ...... A eae A2 Salisbury City ‘A2 
Brent Knoll East Grinstead District ... A2 eee ret ness se tol le A “- 
Brentwood aie Eastwood (Notts.) U.D x Lichfield M.B. A Salisbury Plain ... A2 
Bridlington .. ~<A | Ebbw Vale & Diirict 0 Lincoln C.B. ..... e Sawbridgeworth . ar 
Brierfield ..... ae Ed A idee wines ten y Littlehampton .A2 Saxmundham M2 
Brighouse . El mee 5 RAUOOOL ois sicgsenscccet veces 3 . Scarborough A 
Brighton mn E Bes ae tcche nests aw Llandudno .. «Al Scunthorpe ..... ee 
Bristol ...... ies meee A | Hamelly serssesesssennneeesin A | Selby a inenne nA 
Broadstairs emma Fig ire aae Seen ondon ...... ee venoaks 5 
Bromsgrove U.D.. oe Fakenham Long Eaton ........... ook Sheerness -A2 
EY hakivectannsasocsaned pee Falmouth ... Loughborough M.B.......... A Sheffield asi 
Brough ¢ 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... Fareham .. eo” a a me Shipley ....... Py A 
Buckley Faversham pS Sane aie A Shoeburyness -........ uA 








For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London 


Woaaan’s RATES.—In all districts throu 
etaft processes, 2s. 93d. per hour. 













































Town. Grade, 
OEE os ssecacnskhenes no... A 
Shrewsbury M.B. .. ey 
Sittingbourne -A2 
Skegness U.D, Al 
Skipton U.D. .. oA 
Sleaford U.D. --A2 
ST Gee A 





SOURBOOEE oc ccconconcs 
South Shields C.B. .. 
Spalding U.D. ...... 
Stafford M.B. ..... 
CI oo atacesee 
Stamford M.B. . 
Stantonwick A 
Stevenage... nok 
Stockport ......... vA 
aA 

A 

A 












Stockton R.D. ..... 
Stockton-on-Tees ..... 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. .. od 
Stoke Orchard .......... Al 
Stourbridge M.B. 

Stourport U.D. ... 
Stowmarket .......... 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B A 
Sunderland District — ° 
Sunningdale ........ Al 



















Sutton Coldfield seve 
Swaffham aoe -A2 
Swanage Al 
Swansea Re 
Swindon ..... A 
Swinton U.D. .... A 
Tamworth M.B.. wool 
Tenterden ...... .A2 
Tewkesbury Al 
Thames Haven . as cl 
Thetford ' ........ -A2 
Thorpe Bay .......... isl 
Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
», North of, to Billericay A 
PROGR ec siscac saat cnc 
Todmorden ache 
Tonbridge .Al 
Torquay ey 
Totnes Al 
Trowbridge .... Tt 
Tunbridge Wells .... vcel 
Tynemouth C.B. ............ A 
Uppingham (Salop) . . Al 
Uttoxeter: OUD ooh isdice A2 
Wakeled  s Soe A 
Wallsend B. . aA 
Walsall C.B. A 
Walsden ......... Koos 
Walton-on-Naze Al 
ED _« satvceseuns cook 
Warminster A2 
Warrington a wer 
Warwick M.B. ... eA 
Wellington U.D.  ............A 
Wells (Norfolk) ..... -A2 
WONGR: ese s secs eA 
Welwyn Gar. City ... ay 
West Bromwich C.B. A 
festbury ........... A2 
Westcliff-on-Sea uA 
esterham ........... Al 
Weston-super-Mare Al 
Weybridge ....... 
Weymouth .... 
Whitby U.D. 


Whitstable and District 
Wickford... 

Widnes 
Wigan . 
Wigton 
Willington ... 
WOEMMAW A, hosccesns arisen. 


Wilts. County of.. a 
Winchester .......... . Al 
Windermere .......... .A2 
Windsor and Eton ............ A 
WOGIN 35 och csiecasas me 
NNN 08 cet in te . Al 
Woking (District) .Al 
Wokingham .......... ae 
Wolverhampton C.B. Aon 
bridge ....... 2cA2 
Worcester C.B. etal 
orkington ... mer 
Worksop M.B. maey 
a A RR EE ES Bi A2 
Wrexham (incl. [Saas A 
Wroughton ............. Al 
a aR baw 
Wymondham _............... A2 
Works). 2 275 be liuidatninens A 


the rates are :—Craftsmen, 43. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 4s. Id.; 

Labourers, 3s. 6}d. tPlus 2d. per working day. t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. . Q . 

Note. ters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. ’ : 

ghout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 1}d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 736, 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


JUBILEE CONVENTION 


The Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades Asso- 
ciation, 48, Park-street, W1, are to hold a 
silver jubilee convention at Norbreck 
Hydro, Blackpool; from May 8 to 12. The 
programme will include an address on 
“Planning To-day,” by. Sir Sydney Little- 
wood, BSATA Town and Country Planning 
Adviser and chairman of the Law Society 
Town Planning Committee. An open forum 
session will also be held at which the sub- 
ject of “Materials to British Standard 
Specifications ” will be dealt with by a panel 
of speakers consisting of Col. S. Maynard 
Lovell, OBE, TD, County Surveyor, West 
Riding of Yorkshire and Mr. F. N. Sparkes, 
of the Road Research Laboratory, and 
members of the BSATA Research and 
Standards Committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. A. Schmiegelow. 


PAINTED HALL OPEN 


The Painted Hall in the Royal Naval 
College, Greenwich, is to be open to the 
public on Sunday afternoons from 2.30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., from May 1 until September 25. 
Admission is free. 


CHARGES FOR DAYWORKS 


Copies of supplement 1 to the 1955 
schedules of charges and hire-rates for day- 
works can now be obtained from the London 
Master Builders’ Association, 47, Bedford- 
square, WC1. 


APPROVED ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 


Their third list of tested and approved 
domestic electrical appliances for local 
authority housing is now available from the 
British Electrical Development Association, 
2, Savoy Hill, WC2. 


HOW CAN WE PLAN? 


The three talks on town planning by Sir 
William Holford, FRIBA, MTPI, which 
were to have been broadcast on May 5, 14 
and 21 in the BBC’s Third programme, have 
been postponed until after the General 
Election. The new dates will be announced 
as soon as possible. 


BUILDING WAGE INCREASE 


The Minister of Health has approved the 
provisions of ASC (Builders) Circular II, 
which provides for increasing the rates of 
pay of craftsmen, chargehands and foremen 
employed under the National Health Ser- 
vice in hospitals, etc., by 24d. an hour, and 
the rates for labourers by 14d. an hour. The 
increases date from April 18. 


GRIMSBY BUILDING EXHIBITION 


A building exhibition is to be held from 
May 5 to 11 at the College of Further 
Education, Nuns Corner, Laceby-road, 
Grimsby. Technical and documentary 
films of interest to the building industry 
will be shown every day. Further details 
from the Technical Information Officer, 
Ministry of Works, Chalfont - drive, 
Nottingham. 


LUTON APPRENTICES’ PRIZES 


The Luton Association of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
has announced the setting up of a prize 
scheme through the generosity of Sir 
Herbert Janes. Each year for five years, 
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Sir Herbert will provide prizes of £10, £15, 
£25, and £50 for the best apprentices of the 
second, third, fourth and fifth years respec- 
tively. Awards will only be available to 
apprentices indentured under the Industry’s 
Apprenticeship Scheme. 


TEMPORARY HOUSES 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has sent a circular to local 
authorities (No. 29/55), asking for informa- 
tion which would enable him to obtain a 
broad assessment of the likely rate at which 
temporary houses are expected to fall due 
for removal. The information is needed “ to 
assist orderly and economic disposal of these 
structures.” 


BIRMINGHAM’S “ OVERSPILL” 

Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, held a conference 
on April 22 with representatives of Birming- 
ham City Council and of the County 
Councils of Staffordshire, Worcestershire 
and Warwickshire to consider the problem 
of urban congestion in Birmingham. The 
discussion centred upon the financial 
principles which should govern town expan- 
sion schemes in the surrounding: counties 


designed to absorb “overspill” from 
Birmingham. 

STEEL PRODUCTION 

Steel production in March averaged 


394,900 tons a week, the Iron and Steel 
Board has announced. This compares with 
an average of 394,200 tons in February, 
which was the highest rate previously 
achieved. Steel production during the first 
quarter totalled 5,074,000 tons, compared 
with 4,694,000 tons during the first quarter 
of 1954. 


SAVINGS ACHIEVEMENT 

Nearly £15,000 was contributed to staff 
savings schemes by employees of Wates, 
Ltd., London-road, SW16, in the financial 
year just ended. Sixty-eight new accounts 
were opened and, after withdrawals, the 
total amount saved had increased by more 
than £6,000 over 1953. 


WOOD PRESERVATION 


The annual convention of the British 
Wood Preserving Association, to be held 
at Cambridge from June 21-24, will include 
a paper on “ Preservation,” by Dr. W. A. 
Singleton, FRIBA, Director of the York 
Institute of Architectural Study. The con- 
vention is open to non-members of the 
Association. Details from the Secretary at 
6, Southampton-place, WC1. 


TRADE FIGURES 
Imports in Excess of Exports 


THE HIGH LEVEL of exports in January 
and February continued in March, and the 
average for the first quarter was £247.3 
million a month, 10 per cent. more than in 
the corresponding period of 1954. The 
average imports for the three months were 
£335.1 million, the figure for March being 
£365.4 million, a striking increase of over 
22 per cent. compared with the total in the 
first quarter last year. The increase in 
imports of industrial materials was wide- 
spread, and was associated with the increase 
in industrial production; it particularly 
affected timber, pulp, paper, iron and steel, 
non-ferrous metals and coal. 
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Value of Pre-planning 


WE ARE INTERESTED to hear from Mr. 
J. Lewis Womersley, ARIBA; AMTPI, 
City Architect, Sheffield, that in the 
development of the Park: Hill’ scheme 
(illustrated in our last issue), by bringing’ 
in various key members of the building 
team early in the design stage, a high: 
degree of pre-planning has been at- 
tempted. By the early appointment of 
Messrs. Ove Arup and Partners as con- 
sultant structural engineers it has been 
possible to adapt the architectural design 
to suit, precisely, an economic structural 
framework—a factor which will have 
considerable influence on the cost of a 
highly repetitive scheme of this nature. 
By obtaining the early services of Messrs. 
Cyril Sweett and Partners as quantity 
surveyors it has been possible to prepare 
a comprehensive analysis of the estimated 
cost of the whole project, whereby the 
effect on the cost per dwelling of all 
items, from site retaining walls and plant- 
ing to floor finishes and plumbing, is 
readily available. On the basis of this 
analysis the cost effect of any amendment 
in site layout, structure or finish can be 
immediately assessed and comparisons 
between alternative materials seen almost 
ata glance. This analysis will be of great 
value when final prices are obtained and 
will serve also as a basis for the financial 
consideration of future schemes. 

It is felt that the degree of co-ordina- 
tion and pre-planning which have formed 
the basis of this scheme and report 
represent a substantial advance on the 
normal approach to building projects in 
the country. 


NEW STREETS ACT 
Applications in Kent 


CRANBROOK AND TONBRIDGE are the first 
two rural councils in Kent to apply for the 
New Streets Act, 1951, to operate in their 
districts. The Act can apply to rural dis- 
tricts only with the consent of the Ministry 
of Housing and Local -Governthent. 

In the memorandum. to the Roads. Com- 
mittee, of the Kent County Council, the 
Clerk says a number of difficulties have 
arisen in the operation of the Act, the: main 
one being the heavy burden imposed on the 
small builder: whose capital resources are 
insufficient to enable him to meet the heavy 
outlay which he cannot recover until he has 
sold his houses. ; 

The Clerk says that the Minister’ appre- 
ciates the difficulties and’ has made a num- 
ber of suggestions to mitigate hardship or 
delay to builders. He adds: “ Apart from 
the difficulty to builders, the main criticism 
of the Act from the County Council’s point 
of view seems to be that once the. Act is 
brought into operation the position may 
arise that the County Council could be 
required to carry out the private street 
works, although only just under half of the 
road is built up and the remainder is com- 
pletely undeveloped.” 

Copies of the memo are to be sent to the 
Cranbrook and Tonbridge councils and a 
decision on their applications deferred until 
Kent has found out the experience of other 
counties operating the Act. 


i 
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ROAD RESEARCH 


Laboratory Open Days 


[THE Road Research Laboratory, DSIR, 
has arranged two open days this year, 
on Thursday, May 12, and Friday, May 13. 
Both the materials and construction divi- 
sions at Harmondsworth and the road safety 
division at Langley will be exhibiting their 
latest research work. The laboratory will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will 
be practical demonstrations throughout the 
day at both divisions to illustrate the 
methods and processes evolved from re- 
search. Application for cards of invitation 
should be made to the Director of Road 
Research, Road Research Laboratory, Bath- 
road, Harmondsworth, Middlesex. The 
main features on show are given below. 


MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 


Soils: The classification of soils, soil 
moisture and its effect on the bearing 
capacity of the road base, soil survey; com- 
paction and stabilisation (including cement 
stabilisation) and the machines used in these 
processes; spreading and compaction of 
granular bases and the grading of aggre- 
gates; surface water drainage. 

Concrete: The proportioning, preparation 
and testing of concrete for roads; the design 
of the slab, design and construction of joints, 
jointing materials; machinery for mixing; 
spreading and compacting concrete and for 
sealing joints; riding quality; concrete for 
striping pedestrian crossings. 

Bituminous materials:. Types of bitu- 
minous surfacing, influence of the physical 
and chemical properties of the bindings 
used; the effects of incorporating rubber; 
use of mechanical tests in designing dense 
surfacings; choice and influence of the aggre- 
gate; prevention and repair of cracks in 
asphalt laid on concrete; full-scale road ex- 
periments and their effect on standard 
specifications; machinery for surface dress- 
ing and premix; sampling and analysing 
bituminous mixtures. 

Special problems: The design of snow 
ploughs and methods of breaking ice crusts; 
vibrational methods of determining in situ 
the quality and thickness of concrete slabs 
and the mechanical properties of bituminous 
strata; measurements of stress in road foun- 
dations, slabs and surfaces and in pre- 


stressed slabs; measurement of surface 
irregularity. 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


10.30 a.m.-12.30. p.m. 2.30 p.m.-4.30 p.m. 


Laying a concrete slab with the use of modern 
methods of control and an improved vibrating screed. 


11 a.m.-11.30 a.m. 3.30 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Spreading a granular base. 
11.45 a.m.-12.30 p.m. 4.15 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Soil stabilisation. 
10.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. 2.30 p.m.-4.30 p.m. 


Cutting and mounting specimens of bituminous 
carpets. 


11.15 a.m.-11.45 a.m. 3.45 p.m.-4.15 p.m. 
British and American mechanical tests for dense 
bituminous surfacings. 


TRAFFIC AND SAFETY 


Traffic and road layout: The effect of 
road conditions and layout on traffic flow 
and accidents; changes in the volume and 
speed of traffic; how parking, pedestrians 
and the volume of traffic influence speed; 
parking problems; traffic control and inter- 
sections; the influence of road width and 
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curvature on speed in rural areas; the likely 
effect of particular improvements and of no- 
waiting regulations and one-way streets. 

Skidding: Measuring the frictional co- 
efficient of road surfaces; special machines 
designed for this work; studies of the forces 
between tyre and surface; effect of tread 
pattern on skidding; measurements at high 
speed on airfield runways. 

Street lighting: The importance of street 
lighting in reducing accidents; the part 
played by the road surface. 


Open Days at BCURA 


Tue British Coal Utilisation Research 
Association at Leatherhead will hold open 
days on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
June 8, 9 and 10, during which the work 
of the laboratories will be available for 
inspection by visitors. Wednesday, June 8, 
will be reserved for members and their 
friends. 

An innovation, introduced this year to 
bring the activities of the research associa- 
tion to a wider audience is the extension of 
the open period for a further two days. On 
Thursday and Friday, June 9 and 10, the 
laboratories will be open to visitors from 
professional organisations, public authorities, 
other research associations, schools and 
other bodies likely to be interested. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. Eric BARNES, export manager of Evode, Ltd., 
1, Victoria-st., S.W.1, has left for another tour of the 
Mediterranean. He will visit Cyprus, Gibraltar and 
Malta, and will appoint further Evode agents in 
Gibraltar, Malta, Syria, Egypt and Libya. 


Mr. K. C. SHARPE, director of the Coseley Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., of Wolverhampton, left this coun- 
try on April 19 for a five-week business promotion 
tour of the Far East. 


Mr. J. F. Erroit, MP for Altrincham and Sale, 
has resigned from the board of Taylor Woodrow, 
Ltd., 10, Park-street, W1, on having been appointed 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Supply. 


SCHOOL BUILDING 


A useful reference book on school build- 
ing, entitled “School Construction, 1954,” 
price 10s. 6d., has been published by Coun- 
cils and Education Press, Ltd., 10, Queen 
Anne-street, W1. Plans and photographs, 
details of construction and costs are given, 
together with head teachers’ comments on 
the new buildings. 
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TRADE NEWS 


PRICE INCREASE 

An increase in the selling price of “ Plim- 
berite” has been announced by British 
Plimber, Ltd., 19, Albert Embankment, SE1|. 


FIRE-RESISTANT BOARD 


A fire-resistant insulation board has been 
produced by Celotex, Ltd., North Circular. 
road, NW10. It is understood that results 
of field testing have been completely satis- 
factory, and Celotex are now in a position 
to make the board generally available. 


HOUSEHOLD ADHESIVE 


A household adhesive for the permanent 
bonding of laminated plastic, wood, leather, 
fabric and other products is being produced 
by Evode, Ltd., 1, Victoria-street, SW1, 
“ Evo-Stik,” as it is known, is claimed to 
provide a waterproof bond upon impact, 
without any need for sustained pressure. 


NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 

As from May 2, the telephone number 
of J. Gliksten and Son, Ltd., and their 
subsidiary companies (The National Ply- 
wood Corporation, Ltd., Gliksten Doors, 
Ltd., Gliksten (West Africa), Ltd., and 
Gliksten Building Materials), operating at 
Stratford, will be Amherst 3300. 


MOBILE HOIST 


The Mobile Junior Hoist, manufactured 
by the Wickham Engineering Co., Ltd., 215, 
Dashwood House, Old Broad-street, EC2, is 
described fully in a folder now being dis- 
tributed by the company. This hoist, which 
can be erected and operated by one man, 
has a lifting capacity of 5 cwt. up to a 
height of 20 ft. self-supporting and 50 ft. 
supported. 


SPECIAL BIRMINGHAM EXHIBITION 

During the period. May 9-20, the Corner- 
croft group of companies will be staging a 
special exhibition of their products in the 
Exhibition Hall at the Engineering Centre, 
Stephenson-place, Birmingham. Sheet metal 
work, plastic mouldings and a selection of 
pumps, including a submersible electric 
pump, will be shown, in addition to tractor 
attachment pumps, folding wash-basins and 
other products. Details from Cornercroft, 
rt i Stork Works, Kitts Green, Birmingham. 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


We have been asked to point out that 
those wishing to receive a copy of the 
general catalogue being distributed by the 
Standard Range and Foundry Co., Ltd. 
should apply to the firm’s head offices in 
Queens-road, Watford, Herts. In the case 
of architects, surveyors or builders who 
have not previously had trading relations 
with the firms, such applications should be 
made in writing. 


ELECTRICAL CATALOGUE 


A bound catalogue of their products has 
been issued by Bill Switchgear, Ltd., Aston- 
lane, Perry Barr, Birmingham 20. Finger- 
indexed for easy reference, it provides 
details and illustrations of. their range of 
switches, fuseboards, distribution boards 
and fuse units. Information is also given 
on industrial panels, insulators,’ sockets and 
paint, and some useful technical information 
on electrical installations is given at the 
back of the catalogue. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—A nylon spinning plant costing 
between £24m. and £3m. is to be set up by 
British Nylon Spinners (Australia) Pty., Ltd. 
The company is known to have purchased 
29 acres of land for a site in a suburb of 
Melbourne. The general manager of the 
company, Mr. Basil Stock, has stated that 
the plant will probably begin production 
within two years. 

The Chief of the Radio-Physics Division 
of the Australian Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation, Dr. Bowen, is to 
confer with scientists in the UK on the con- 
struction of a giant radio-telescope to be 
built in Sydney. The proposed telescope 
will cost about £4m. The exact site for 
construction has not yet been settled. 

The Electricity Commission of New South 
Wales is to build a 50mW. hydro-electric 
power station, complete with auxiliary 
plant. The site is the Warragamba Dam 
and the plant is to be in service not later 
than December, 1958. Details are available 
from the Electricity Commission of New 
South Wales, Kelvin House, 15 Castlereagh- 
street, Sydney, Australia. 


Canada—tThe British Columbia Power 
Commission, Canada, is to build a £6m. 
hydro storage system to merge the Upper 
Campbell and Buttle Lakes into a 30-mile- 
jong reservoir. This large scheme is in two 
parts. The first stage calls for the construc- 
tion of a £34m. dam below the outlet of 
Upper Campbell Lake. The second stage, 
which will be commenced in three years’ 
time, will cost nearly £6m. This stage will 
raise the dam another 30 ft. and provide 
for the installation of generating units. 

Atomic Energy, Ltd., of Canada, in a re- 
cent report, states that a small. pilot atomic 
power station is to be constructed in 
Southern Ontario. The plant in now being 
designed and it is hoped that it will be in 
production in 1958. It will have a steam 
generating capacity of 20,000 kW. of elec- 
tricity. The Hydro-Electric Power Commis- 
sion of Ontario is known to be interested in 
this scheme and will probably co-operate 
in the venture. 

Colombia.—A radio and television centre 
is to be constructed near Bogota, Colombia, 
according to the Director of the Colombian 
Government Radio and Television Service. 
The proposed centre will include air-con- 
ditioned and sound-proof studios and 
theatres and will take three years to com- 
plete. A shortwave transmitter will be in- 
stalled and longwave transmitters are to be 
built at Cali, Bogota and Medellin at a cost 
of nearly £1m. 


Iraq.—A report has been submitted to the 


Industrial Bank of Iraq on the setting up of © 


an iron and steel industry and a plant is 
being designed. . . . The Iraq Government 
has announced its intention of establishing 
a powerful new medium wave and short- 
wave transmitting station. It is hoped that 
erection will begin in not less than eight 
months’ time. 

Preparation of plans and specifications for 
the Baghdad sewage and main- drainage 
scheme are now being undertaken... . 
Recently a representative of the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment visited Iraq at the request of the 
Ministry of Economics to advise the 
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Government on the development of sulphur 
production. An expert on sulphur produc- 
tion is to visit Iraq in the very near future 
and it is expected that factories will be con- 
structed as a result of this visit. Inquiries 
can be made from the Ministry of Economics 
at Baghdad. 

Tenders called for recently include wall 
tiles and cork installations for the Royal 
Palace, supply of electrical services and 
brickwork for the Baghdad Museum of 
Antiquities and the construction of a bridge 
at Amara. Tenders have also been invited 
for the strengthening of dykes at Habbaniya 
Lake. About 535,000 cu. metres of earth- 
moving work is involved. 


Jordan—Plans are being considered in 
Jordan for over £100m. worth of develop- 
ment. The schemes being planned include 
hydro-electric stations and irrigation works. 
Michael Baker Jnr. Inc., a US firm of con- 
sulting engineers, will complete the first part 
of a master plan for developing water re- 
sources in the Yarmouk and Jordan river 
valleys which will take about ten years to 
complete. 

Kenya—Under Kenya’s new 34-year 
development plan, £75,000 is to be allocated 
for new buildings at Jeanes School, the 
Ministry for Community Development’s 
adult education centre near Nairobi.... Of 
the total of £1,233,000 allocated for African 
education, £210,000 will be a block vote to 
the District Education Boards for primary 
and intermediate schools. Nearly one-quarter 
of this total allocation is to be spent on pro- 
viding more teacher training facilities, the 
largest single expenditure being £117,900 for 
the new women’s Teacher Training College 
at Machakos. Three new secondary schools 
are to be built for Asians out of the 
£1,176,000 gross allocation for Asian educa- 
tion. 

Medical services in Kenya will also bene- 
fit under the plan. About £1,097,484 gross 
will be spent on hospitals, the largest item 
being £314,703 for the African, Asian, and 
Arab Hospital at Mombasa. Nairobi’s King 
George VI Group Hospital is to get £180,000. 
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Some £145,000 is required for the main 
scheme, and the balance of £35,000 will be 
spent on accommodation for students and 
staff, for the casualty and X-ray departments 
and for African housing. An allocation of 
£124,000 for improvements to existing 
hospitals is stated to represent only one-fifth 
of total foreseeable essential requirements. 
Construction work on Kenya’s second 
cement factory is due to begin shortly at 
Athi River, on the main railway line between 
Mombasa and Nairobi, about 20 miles from 
the capital. This factory, to cost in the 
region of £13m., will initially have an out- 
put of 100,000 tons of cement per year. It 
is hoped to have the factory in operation 
early in 1957. The factory is being built 
for East African Portland Cement, Ltd. 


Portuguese East Africa.—Contracts valued 
at approximately £4m. are soon to be con- 
sidered by the Inspector General of Develop- 
ment of the Portuguese Ministry of Overseas 
Territories for the Incomati-Movene multi- 
purpose dam scheme in Mozambique. It is 
understood that there are three contracts in 
all. One for diverting the dam at Ressano 
Garcia with 12 openings for sluice gates; 
for tower water intake for the diverting 
dam at the entrance to the diversion tunnel; 
and for the diversion tunnel in two sections, 
of respectively 9,670 and 2,390 metres in 
length. 

Another contract is for an open-air chan- 
nel of about 50,500 metres in length for a 
flow of 70 cu. metres per second; and an 
earthen dyke of 4,070 metres in length, nine 
metres high at its highest point. The third 
contract is for a rubble dam of 42.5 metres 
in height and 248.5 metres in length above 
the bed of the river Movene; water intakes 
from the reservoir for the hydro-electric 
power station and for the Lourenco Marques 
water supply; diversion tunnel and bottom 
discharge combined with reservoir discharge; 
hydro-electric subterranean power station 
and ventilation shaft; and tail race channel 
for the power station, and the regularisation 
of the river Movene with the object of 
obtaining a second stage of hydro-electric 
power. Fuller information about these 
schemes is obtainable from the Inspector 
General, 86, Rua da Junqueira, Lisbon, or 
at 3, Rua de S, Rafael Lourenco Marques, 
Portuguese East Africa. 


Portugal—The Portuguese Government 
has authorised the establishment of a 
national steel industry. A newly organised 
company known as Siderurgia Nacional 
SARL is also connected with these plans. 
The address of the company is Largo de 
Conde Barao, 14, Lisbon, Portugal. 


Saudi Arabia—Expenditure for public 
projects in Saudi Arabia have now been 
announced. These are as follows: recon- 
struction of two Holy Mosques, £1}m.; the 
Riyadh - Jidda - Medina - Jordan railroad, 
approximately £5m.; Hadj and pilgrim pro- 
jects, £14m.; new Government buildings and 
construction, £3m.; construction of roads, 
£150,000; digging of wells and bringing water 
to towns, £3m.; port developments and 
ancillary buildings and warehouses, £4m.; 
projects in the ‘eastern areas, £3m.; projects 
in the Medina territory, £300,000; in addi- 
tion a new broadcasting system is to be in- 
stalled which will include several buildings 
and will cost nearly £lm. and the El 
Nasriyah Hospital is to be completed at a 
cost of £100,000. 
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AFRICAN BUILDING 


[From a Correspondent] 


"THE city of Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, 
passed record building plans during 
1954. They were valued at £5,775,227, and 
comprised 775 domestic plans, covering 
houses and blocks of flats, and 280 for busi- 
ness premises. Industria] plans involving 
245 individual projects totalled £883,000. 

Municipal Offices. —The Vereeniging 
Town Council, South Africa, is to build 
new municipal offices to the value of 
£350,000. The new building, which will 
not include the town hall, for which separate 
plans are being prepared, will consist of 
seven storeys. 

Office Building in Nairobi—The new 
building for the East Africa High Com- 
mission, which is expected to cost more than 
£400,000, will go up on a site on Nairobi 
Hill, overlooking City Square. The building 
is expected to be ready by the middle of 
1957. 

Hotel Project in Salisbury.—Work on a 
project to convert a five-storey block of 
flats in Salisbury to a £350,000 hotel is 
expected to.start soon. The flats have been 
bought for £95,000. 

N. Rhodesian Cement Production.— 
Chilanga -Cement, Ltd., the principal pro- 
ducers of cement in Northern Rhodesia, 
have announced that .a new kiln is to be 
installed to treble the company’s output. 
It is expected to be in operation in 1956. 

Skilled Workers Needed in South Africa. 
—Unless the Government give serious 
thought to the problem of skilled labour, 
South Africa would face a national crisis 
in the building industry, said Mr. Paulus 
Visser, the outgoing president of the Free 
State Provincial Institute of Architects, at 
the annual meeting recently. The standard 
of skilled European labour was rapidly 
declining as a result of the shortage of skilled 
workers, he added, and immediate action 
was required to prevent the European labour 
market from being broken up. Mr. Vissar 
said that South Africa would probably again 
experience a record year in the building 
industry, in which event the question of 
the shortage of skilled labour would arise 
and threaten the industry. 

Flats in Johannesburg.—Plans are afoot 
for the construction of eight blocks of luxury 
flats at a cost of £4m., each on four-acre 
sites at Kent Park, Johannesburg. 

Institute of Builders Mooted.—The estab- 
lishment is being considered of an Institute 
of Builders in South Africa to set up recog- 
nised qualifications by examination for the 
building industry.and to further the interests 
of building in the Union. There would 
be provision for licentiates, members, asso- 
ciates and fellows. 

Building Research Appointment.—The 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
announces the appointment of Mr. Niko 
Stutterheim as director of the National 
Building Research Institute, in succession to 
Mr. J. E. Jennings, who was recently ap- 
pointed professor of civil engineering at the 
University of Witwatersrand. 

Uganda Cement Industry—The Uganda 
Cement Industry has announced that it plans 
to increase production at its Tororo factory 
from the present 45,000 tons a year to 
120,000 tons. It intends to finance a fellow- 
ship in Britain for fundamental research 
work on the raw materials obtained in 
Tororo. 


THE BUILDER 


The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Cumbernauld Decision 


GREEMENT has been reached between 
the Secretary of State for Scotland 
and Glasgow Corporation concerning the 
financial] arrangements for the building of 
the new town at Cumbernauld to house part 
of the overspill of population from Glasgow. 
Intimation was made at a recent meeting 
of Glasgow Housing Committee that the 
Secretary of State had agreed to withdraw 
his original request that the Corporation 
should undertake to meet one-third of the 
deficit arising on the new town undertaking 
as a whole. His decision to do so followed 
the Corporation’s acceptance of a rate con- 
tribution of £14 per house for ten years on 
all houses tenanted by nominees of Glasgow 
Corporation. Mr. Stuart took the view 
that the gravity of the city’s housing problem 
and the imminent exhaustion of sites within 
the city made early progress with the 
Cumbernauld project essential. 

His proposal to withdraw the request that 
the Corporation should meet one-third of 
any deficit arising was subject to satisfac- 
tory arrangements being made with Dun- 
barton County Council. The Secretary of 
State also stipulated that he would raise 
with the Corporation at a later date the 
question of an additional payment over and 
above the rate contribution for ten years, if 
the Corporation entered into a less favour- 
able commitment with a neighbouring Local 
Authority for the provision of houses for 
their nominees in other areas. 

That matter, he emphasised, would have 
to be settled as part of the wider question 
of the financial and administrative measures 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FPOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 
Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 + 
s. d. 
Ist 3 bs <<, ae 44.0 
2nd ye - eS 58 8 
3rd o% = «- 50 88 0 
4th ne is -- 664 117 4 
Sth ae ee 0, 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft cosets sat end of s, d. 
probationary period) A lek 38° | 
Operatives on labouring obeiudiieldd (at 
end of probationary period) sy Be 











necessary for dealing with Glasgow’s- over- 
spill problem as a whole. 

The Secretary of State intends to discuss 
the matter with the Clyde Valley Planning 
Advisory. Committee before convening a 
meeting of the Local Authorities concerned. 


Ten-Storey Flats in Edinburgh 


THE Housinc CoMMITTEE ,of Edinburgh 
Town Council have decided that ten-storey 
blocks of flats should be erected on the 
Comiston housing site instead of four-storey 
houses. 

It was stated that the erection of a row 
of four-storey houses would hide the 
panorama of the Pentland Hills, whereas 
the erection of .widely-spaced multi-storey 
blocks would make it possible to see por- 
tions of the range of hills, between the’ 
blocks. It is proposed to erect four multi- 
storey blocks, each. containing 60 flats— 
240 flats in all. 


Development in Skye 


THE RECOMMENDATION that the Island of 
Skye should become a development area is 
made in a report of the Skye Sub-Com- 
mittee presented to the Highlands (Inver- 
ness) Local Employment Committee. 

Presenting the report, the sub-committee 
chairman, Lieut.-Cot. J. Sout, said it was. 
not envisaged that Skye could. or should 
become an industrial centre. This recom- 
mendation had been made because the sub- 
committee thought that if the facilities 
available in a development area, especially 
grants and loans by the Development Area 
Treasury Advisory Committee, were avail- 
able in Skye, it might lead to the expansion 
of existing industries and, very possibly, to: 
the introduction of suitable new ventures. 


Edinburgh Underground Car Park 


MEssrs. CARFRAE AND MorRISON, Edin- 
burgh civil engineers, have been invited to 
prepare a plan for the proposed under- 
ground car park in East Princes-street 
Gardens, Edinburgh. The firm has been 
invited to prepare a scheme on the lines of 
the sketch plans submitted by the Corpora- 
tion, and to report on the costs involved. 


Selkirkshire Development Plan 
Tue Secretary of State for Scotland has. 
approved, 
the development plan for Selkirkshire. 





subject to minor modifications, 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corpn. has had plans approved for 
Protestant primary school and house for janitor at 
Cairngorm-gdns. Development, Kingorth. Architects, 
Allan, Ross & Allan (F&F), 25, Rubislaw-terr., 
Westend, Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen -—Plans have been prepared for the cor- 
poration’s scheme for the conversion (estimated cost 
£17,500) of Back Wynd property for school Fron 
roomis, ce peter and dining-hall. Council A, 
Alexander B Gardner (F), Planning Offices, Broad- 
st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Ayr.—Plans' have been approved for scheme of 
80 houses at Forehill. Architect, J. Austen Bent (A), 
15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

‘Ayrshire.—CC have Jans in hand for an exten- 
sion of the county buildings, estimated to cost 
£25,000. ' Architect, Robert G. Lindsay (A), County- 
bldgs., Wellington-sq., The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Cullen.—Banffsh ire CC has received the approval 
of the Scottish Education Dept. for new public school, 
for which plans are to be prepared. County A, 
William R. Wark (A), Council Offices, Cullen. 

Edinburgh.—Plans have been approved for new 
extension, estimated at £50,000, for the United Wire 
Rope Co., Ltd., Granton, at their works at the 
junction of West Granton-rd. and Broompark-ave. 
‘Architects, Cairns & Ford, 48, Melville-st., Westend, 
Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for trans- 
former house at Vermont-st. Architects, P. & W. 
Maclellan, Ltd., Clutha House, Storey’s-gate, West- 
minster, SW1. 


The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for buildings at Sword-st., 
Gallowgate, Calton, for Thomas Gebbie & Co.. 
Ltd., 180, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for garage 
buildings at Abbey-dr. Architects, Sam Bunton & 
Associates (L&A), 7, Somerset-pl., Charing Cross, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corpn. is considering plans prepared by 
the applicant’s architects for factory proposed to be 
erected after demolition scheme at 9 to 13, Farness- 
st., Garscube-rd., for the Scottish Adhesives Co. . 
Ltd., Maryhill, Glasgow. 

lasgow.—Pians prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for new premises at 45-47, Mid 
Wharf-st., Port Dundas, for A. Young & Sons, Ltd., 
millwrights and general engineers, Port Dunglas, 
Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans have been approved for the Lark- 
field No. 3 scheme of 28 houses. Architect, Robert 
L. Rankine, AMTPI, AMInstCE, Master of Works 
Offices, Municipal-bidgs. " Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for a proposed 
gymnasium (estimated cost £13,000) which the Port- 
Glasgow management committee of Sunnybank 
House and Clune-park Church Youth Centre intend 
jointly to erect. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared by the contractor’s 
architects and approved for scheme of houses 
(estimated cost £30,000) at Princes-st. Development, 
Grangemouth. Builders, James Wright & Co. (Edin- 
burgh), Ltd., Donbrydon Contracting Works, Slate- 
ford, Edinburgh. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages: of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MAY 3. 
*+Birmingham City Contd * shops and ag bg 
Medway, Kents Moat estate. City A. ~ 

*tEnfield UDC.—18 flats, 36 houses, 42-5 
West: .E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by June’ 1 


4 
*{Durham CC.—Dining room; etc., Birtley Eliza- 
Sethville County School, and toilet accommodation, 
Ingleton CE ool. County A, Court-la., Dur! 
*+Essex CC.—Erection of Theydon Bois primary 
school. “County A, Chelmsford. 


MAY 9. 

*tBedford BC.—Four houses, Vicars Walk, and 
10 bungalows, Queen’s-drive, Putnoe estate. BE&S. 
Dep. £3 3s. ; nat 

*+Bedford BC.—Alterations and additions, water- 
~~ stores and workshop, Gadsby-st. BE&S. Dep. 


£33 
*} Watford Be. cmos Woodside House. 
BE&S. Dep. 

* MAY 11. 


*tWimbledon BC.—Six garages, West Side housing 
estate, SW19. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 13. 
*Wembley BC.—Convenience and shelter, Monk’s 
Park. BE&S: Dep. £2 2s 


MAY 16. : 
*Luton BC.—Four shops and 4 flats over, ate 
rd., Ashcroft-rd. estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each 
*Laton BC.—Four dwellings, ‘Veovil-rd., Ashcroft- 
td. estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tPortsmouth City C.—92 houses, Bedhampton 
Camp South and 16 flats and maisonettes, St. 
George’s-sq. City A, 1, Western-parade. Dep. £1 


ea 
MAY 18. 
*Huntingdon RDC.—12 garages and approach 
road. -K. A. Milner, of Lea, Milner & Wardley, 
architects, 4, Market-hill. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 20. 
*Luton BC.—Demolition 28 and 30, Church-st. 
and Yard block at existing College of Further Educa- 
tion. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 21: wrt 
North Cotswold RDC.—Six houses at Gt. Rissing- 
ton and 3 houses at Naunton. Mr. T. Rayson, 
RIBA, 29; Beaumont-st., Oxford. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 23. : 
*Salford City C.—Branch library, Stott-la. City E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


*Shrewsbury BC.—128 houses and 8 bungalows, 
Crowmoor pa Judith Butts-gdns. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Stourbridge BC.—36 houses and 8 flats, Welnon 
farm estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


*{tWatford RDC.—28 dwellings, Cecil Lodge, 


Abbots Langley. Dawe, Carter & Ptnrs., architects, 
33, Claredon-rd., Watford. Dep. £1 1s. 


MAY 24. 
*Dewsbury and Batley Technical and Art College. 
ee to college. Boro’ A. and Bldg. S. Dep. 


*Mansfield BC.—42 houses, Ladybrook estate. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 25 
*Barnsley CBC.—Four blocks of shops and flats, 
Athersley North estate. -BE. Dep. £2 2s. 











SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED FOR 
YOUR NEEDS 


-talkze PHILIPS 
AC coils youniThing 


M?" of the most imaginative lighting 
schemes of recent years have been 
the result of close co-operation between 
architects, electrical contractors and 
the Philips Lighting Design Service. 
This Philips Service is entirely free. 
The registered lighting engineers 
whom Philips employ for this work can 
call on the accumulated knowledge of 
the Century House staff which includes 
a fully qualified architect who has made 
a special study of lighting in its relation 
to architecture and colour. 
Ask your electrical contractor about 
this free service, or write to Philips 
direct at the address: below. 


> | PHILIPS ELECTRICAL LTD 


LIGHTING DIV. CENTURY HSE, SHAFTESBURY AVE, W.C.: 2 
Tungsten, Blended and Fluorescent Lamps 
& Lighting Equi t * Radio & Television 
Receivers hotofiux’’ Flashbulbs, etc. 
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*Staines UDC.—14 flats, Ki on-rd. site, Laleham. 
E&S, 240, London-rd. "2's. 


*St. Thomas RDC.—Council offices, Southernhay 
East, Exeter. Lucas, Roberts and Brown, 
Hill, Exeter. 


MAY 26. 
es UDC.—60 houses, Painters Ash estate. 
MAY 28. 
*Bromsgrove UDC.—Five bungalows, Chadwick 
estate, Rubery. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
JUNE 1. 
*Alton RDC.—24 dwellings, Church Fields, Hadley. 
E. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Gosforth UDC.—12 houses, Lambert-stq. S. 


JUNE. 9. 
*Hemel Hempstead a, a and 12 
garages, Highfield en , Market-sq. 


NE 13. 
*Eastbourne ge Hal, Langney Valley. BS, 2, 
Saffrons-rd. Dep. £ 
aie 6. 
*Eastbourne iy —Conversion, - Peeenpee, 


into flats. BS, 2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £ 

NO DATE. 
*Croydon CBC.—Grandstand, Sports Arena, 
Albert-rd. BE. 


*Croydon CBC.—Altering and poaquaine former 
Masonic Homes, Freemasons-rd. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 16, 

*Uxbridge UDC.—External painting 450 houses. 
ES&A. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 21. 

*Cardiganshire CC.—School furniture, Dinas 
secondary modern school, Cefullan, Aberystwyth. 
County A, Aberayron. Dep. £3 3s. 

*East Grinstead UDC.—Installation of hot water 
system and _ lavatory a Brooklands housing 
estate. S. Dep. £3 

*Gravesend BC. eae of lantern lights, Central 
Library. BE&S. 

aS UDC.—Redecoration, 94 houses. S. 
Dep. £2 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 12. 

*tPortsmouth City C.—Part dressing and part 
tetopping of tar macadam forecourts and Fa 
grounds. City A, 1, Western-parade. 

MAY 16. 

Bradford City C.—Roads, sewers and _ general 
excavation at the Tong housing estate. City E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Stratton RDC.—1,260 lin. yds. of stonéware sewers, 
etc., and sewage treatment works, Week *. be 7 
Lemon & Blizard, civil 7 
College-ave., Mannamead, Plymouth.” Dep. os 3s. 

MAY 19. 

Halstead RDC.—60 miles of spun-iron pipes, etc. 
John Taylor & Sons, engineers, Artillery House, 
Artillery-row, SW1. Dep. £5. 

MAY 20. 

tHenley-on-Thames BC.—{a) Contract No. X2, 
about’ three-quarter mile of main and sewage disposal 
works; (b) contract No. X3, r.c. sewage pumping 
station. Howard Humphreys & Sons, Victoria 
Station House, Victoria-st., Westminster, SW1. 
Tenders by May 27. 

Ulverston UDC.—R.c. sea outfall storage tanks; 
r.c. stormwater pump, wells, screening chamber, etc.; 
pump, screening and control house buildings; exten- 
sion. of rising main, access road, etc. S. Dep. 


£5' 5s 
MAY 2 
*Barnstaple BC. oy a sewers, West Sowden 
estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 





MAY 23. 
Ruthin RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disponal at 
five villages. Sir Herbert Humphries & McDonald, 
consulting E, Late cn igri a Monument-rd., 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, Dep. £5: 

*Watford RDC.—Roads, etc., Cecil Lodge, Abbotts 
Langley. Dawe, Carter & Pinrs., — 33, 
Clarendon-rd., Watford. Dep. £1 1 


MAY 24 
St. Thomas og Tig of * miles at ae, 
Ebford and Clyst orge; a construction 
100,000-gall. r.c. reservoir. -E, 26, Southernhay 


East, Exeter. 
MAY 30. 
*tAnglesey EC.—Resurfacing of school play- 
grounds. County A, Llangefni. Tenders by June 20 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—BuNnGALows.—Proposals have _ been 
made by Brading & Ptnrs., Ltd., Wickham-court, 
Court-rd., West Wickham, for the erection of a new 
street and 16 bungalows on the site of ‘* Oakdene,” 
Orchard-rise. 

Croydon.—MAISONETTES.—TP permission has been 
granted to proposals by the Whitgift Foundation, 
North End, Croydon, for the erection of 10 
maisonettes and 10 garages on a site at the corner of 
Nottingham-rd. and Brighton-rd. 
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Croydon.*-FLats.—TP approval has been given to 
proposals by L. W. G. Reynolds, 66, Milner-rd., 
Whitton, Middlesex, for the erection of eight flats and 
five garages at Spurgeon-rd. ., rear of 47, Beulah Hill. 

Croydon.—Suops.—Shirley (Investments), Ltd., 139, 
Wickham-rd., Shirley, have proposed the erection of 
five shops with living accommodation over on land 
between Tudor Café and Ham Lodge, Wickham-rd. 

Croydon.—MAISONETTES AND Houses.—Proposals 
have been made by Croydon Construction Co., Ltd., 
142, North End, Croydon, for the construction of 
two new streets off Cheston-ave., with the erection of 
five blocks of four maisonettes, five garages and one 
house on one; and four blocks of four maisonettes, 
seven garages and one house on the other. 


Croydon.—HouseEs.—Proposals have been made by 
E. A, Cleaver, 19, Higher-dr., Purley, for the erection 
of nine houses and the conversion of a stable to 
residential use at 9, Park Hill-rd. 


Croydon.—MaAlIsONETTES.—The erection of four 
suseneies on the site of Nos. 2 to 8, Bridle-rd. has 
been proposed by S. C. Cronk; Ltd., 22, Somerset-cl., 
New Malden. 

Croydon.—MAISONETTES AND  FLats.—Proposals 
have been made by Clutton, 5, Great College-st., 
Westminster, SW1, for the erection of 11 
maisonettes, 55 flats and 54 garages on land between 
199 and 205, Church-rd., rear of 6-10, Fox Hill and 
adjoining 147, Auckland-rd. 

Dartford.—HospitaL.—Architects for Phase 2 of 
development. of Darenth Park Hospital are Ronald 
Ward and Ptnrs., 29, Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., 
SW1. The quantity surveyors are Arthur Boxall and 
Ptnrs., 7, Queen Anne’s Gate, SW1 


Hampstead.—APpPpolINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the appointment of J. Roger Preston and Ptnrs., 
15, North Audley-st., as consultant heating engineers 
for the Harben-rd. scheme; also the appointment of 

. E. Thornton-Firkin and Ptnrs., 17, Fitzhardinge- 
= ., WI, as quantity surveyors for the new develop- 
ment proposals at the. Fortune Green-rd. housing 
site, and the proposed six flats for old people at 
Galsworthy-rd., Westcroft estate, at the corner of 
Besant-rd. 

Hampstead.—Civic CeENTRE.—The acquisition of 
part of the island site bounded by Avenue-rd., 
Adelaide-rd., Winchester-rd. and Eton-ave., Swiss 
Cottage, by BC, for use as a site for the proposed 
new civic centre has been recommended by Planning 


om. 
Holborn.—CeEnTRAL Liprary.—Boro’ A has pre- 
pared preliminary sketch plans for the erection of a 
new central library on a site in Theobald’s-rd. The 
proposed new building has been designed with a 
basement, ground floor and three floors over, with a 
caretaker’s flat on the top floor. 
beth.—Fiats.—LCC_ planning approval has 
been given to revised sketch plans prepared by MBC 
housing department for the erection of a three-storey 
block of six flats on site No. 88, Woodland Hill. 


»—OrFices.—A block of offices are to be 
erected at 13, Loampit Vale for Messrs. Flutite, 
Ltd. The architects for the scheme are Ronald Ward 
and Ptnrs., 29, Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., SW1. 

LCC.—ScHoot BUILDING PROGRAMME.—LCC Ed. 
Com. have proposed the following for inclusion in the 
special schools building programme for 1956-57: New 
day schools each for 180 delicate children in the Roe- 
hampton area (Wandsworth, Putney) and at Elm Court 

th, Norwood), preliminary estimated costs 
£73,000 and £67,000, respectively; and a new day 
school for 280 physically handicapped children and a 
boarding unit for 40 children suffering from cerebral 
palsy at Rose Cottage (Woolwich East), preliminary 
estimated gross cost £150,000. 

St. Pancras. — APPOINTMENTS. — Planning Com. 
recommend MBC’: 's approval to the following appoint- 
ments: 

W. Crabtree and Johnson, 8, Robert Adam-st., WI, 
as council’s architects for ‘the ao of the 
Spencer-rise area, comprising 1.623 acres on which 
it is estimated 46 dwellings could be erected. 

J. M. Austin Smith and Ptnr., 29, Sackville-st., 
W1, as council’s architects for the redevelopment of 
the "Camden-sq. area, comprising 1.802 acres on which 
it is estimated 50 dwellings could be erected. 

obert Baillie, ARIBA, of 32, Arnison-rd., East 
Molesey, Surrey, as council’s architect for the re- 
development of temporary house sites No. 10 (Nos. 
70-78 even, Woodsome-rd.) and No. 24 (Nos. 25-31 
odd, Woodsome-rd.). It is estimated that these two 
sites, comprising .51 acres, would accommodate 15 
dwellings. 

Wilson, Colbeck and Ptnrs., 86, Old Brompton-rd., 
SW7, as the council’s quantity surveyors for Burghley- 
rd. (No. 2) housing scheme. 

Stoke Newington.—F.iats.—Hsg. Com. propose the 
erection of 20 flats in a four-storey block on the site 
of Nos. 1-11B (odd), Burma-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bangor.—TC approved plans for extensions to 
Glanadda Sch. for Caernarvonshire CC. To nego- 
tiate with Messrs. E. Jones, Bangor, for erection 
of 36 houses at Maesgeirchen Estate. 

Birmingham.—C of E Auths. to commence work 
shortly on erection of new school at Northfield.— 
TC propose extensive improvement at St. Martins 
Toll Market. £86,500 est. 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC approved layout plans 
for 130 new houses on Close estate. S, J. Ford. 

Blackpool.—BC to negotiate contract with Gre- 
gory Housing, Ltd., Worthing, for erection of 42 
three-storey flats at Mereside Estate.-—Matthews & 


THE BUILDER 


Turner, Ltd., Rivington-ave., Bispham, propose 
erection of 156 houses at Rivington Park Estate. 
Anarene, Lumb & Walton, 19, Clifton-st., Black- 
pool. 

Blyth.—TC approved plans by BE, G. Forster, for 
41 houses to be built by contract. 

Brackley.—H. Bronnley & Co., Ltd., Acton, have 
purchased part of old brewery for extensions to pre- 
mises. 

Brighouse.—BC approved outline application for 
erection of houses at Clough-la. and Lightridge-rd. 
for Thornhill Yorkshire Estates Co. non-residential 
club at Bradiford-rd., for British Legion; three- 
storey building at Mill Royd-st., for T. Sugden; 
45-50 houses at Rastrick for Iredale Bros., Ltd. 

Caernarvonshire.—CC propose erection of labora- 
tories, assembly room and gymnasium at Caernarvon 
Grammar Sch. 

Cheshire.—EC propose following in 1955-6 pro- 
gramme:—Prim. sch. at Bebington, Ellesmere Port, 
Partington, Marple All Saints, Knutsford, Wilmslow, 
Timperley, Hyde, Huntington, Sale and Wilmslow 
(Dean Row), Grammar Sch. at Ellesmere Port, and 
Sec. Mod. Schs. at Sandbach, Hyde, Cheadle, Nant- 
wich and Winsford. Extensions to Grammar Schs. 
at Sale Girls, Sale Boys, West Kirby Girls, Altrinc- 
ham Girls, Calday Grange, Helsby Boys, Helsby 
Girls, Macclesfield Girls, Wirral Girls, Winsford 
Verdin and Crewe Girls.’ Extensions to Sec. Mod. 
Schs. at Tattenhall, Sale Moor, Hyde Flowery Field, 
and Bredbury. Second instalments at Carlett Park, 
East Ham, Mid-Cheshire (Hartford) and Sale, 
Altrincham Colleges of FE. A second hostel block 
will be erected at Crewe Training College. 


Ceseley (Staffs).—New five-stream sec. sch. to serve 
Bilston will be built on 25-acre site of disused pit 
mound at Broad-lanes. South East Staffs Div: Educ. 
Executive propose to include it ‘in 1956-7 major 
building programme. 

Darlington.—Schemes to be carried out by TC 
during next few years include new municipal build- 
ings, £100,000.—TC seek loan sanction £11,560 for 
Salters-la._ improvements (central section ‘and diver- 
sion).—TC received loan sanction £18,768 for 14 
houses on Firth Moor Estate; and £26,555 for furnish- 
ing and alterations to ‘‘ Hollyhurst,’” Woodlands- 
rd.—TC to obtain tenders for erection of 54 and 20 
houses on Branksome ate.—Layout plans have 
been approved for houses, office and workshop, north 
of Yarm-rd. for Edgar Lawson, Ltd., builders, 
Albert Hill, Darlington. —Durham Diocesan Com: 
mittee, Durham City, propose churches in North- 
rd. and Yarm-rd., Darlington. 

Darlington.—TC approved recommendation to 
lease land at Fechens to United Automobile Co., 
Darlington, for erection of a large bus station. 

Dudley.—BC received Min. approval for layout for 
280 dwellings at Saltwells Estate. 

Durham.—Plans approved for proposed additions 
to physics department and erection of workshops at 
science laboratories for Council of Durham Colleges. 
No contracts let. A, C. Elgey, 7a, North. Bailey, 


Du 5 

Durham.—County Planning Com. Suggested to 
Washington UDC that site might be found in their 
area for bone factory. 

Gateshead.—_TC received loan sanction for 
£29,130 for erection of 23 houses at Fountain View; 
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and £17,643 for maternity and child welfare centre 
at Carr Hill-rd.—Approval given to schemes Pt 
rot by TC for seven Dorran houses at Asylum 

» 12 Dorran houses: at Glasshouse-yd., Carr Hill- 

oie houses at Wrekenton.—Factory additions cover- 
ing’ about 10,000 sq. ft. proposed for’ Smith’s 
Delivery Vehicles, Ltd., Team Pt trading ane 
Architects, Arthur & & Kirkup, t. 
contracts yet placed.—United ye Club, High 
West-st., to be demolished to make way for new 
multi-storey flats. TC has offered another’ site for 
new club premises. R. Huie, club secretary. 

Halesowen.—TC to invite tenders for 102 houses 

at Furnace Park Estate. Approved plans, licensed 
premises at junction Bassnage-rd./Foxhunt-rd. for 
Wolverhampton & Dudley Breweries, Ltd. 


Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC provisionally approved 
layout plans for layout of Rainton-gr. Estate for 
Grindon Estates, Ltd., 5, Frederick-st., Sunderland. 
—Sebag Investments, Ltd., Sunderland, to carry out 
housing developments at Fenwick-st., Old Penshaw. 
—UDC S to report on question of building four- 
bedroomed council houses. 

Hull.—945 dwellings are in course of construction 
and contracts pore been accepted and ap ~ go for 
318 more. The building of a further houses 
(in course of negotiation) will complete ed alloca- 
tion for year. 

Jarrow.—G. C. Young, 12 Grange-rd. West, A for 
proposed Baptist Church and hall at Perth-ave.; 
laundrette and doctor’s surgery in Perth-ave.; and 
grocery shop in Perth-ave., for Hanlons, Ltd.— 
Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
prepared plans for factory addition on Bede Trading 
Estate for Abbott ore: Ltd.—T€_ to de- 
molish Jarrow. Old Hall and erect flats on. site. 
H. W. T. Perkins, om 


Leeds.—TC to invite tenders for 50 $ at 
Mount Estate; 12 at Seacroft Estate; and 112 at 
Roman-ave. approved sketch. plans for + 
Leeds Girls’ High Sch: and St. Kevins RC Sec. S 


Liverpool.—TC to invite tenders for 22 ge at 
Speke Central Area... Approved plans for motor 
service depot arid offices at Paradise-st. for C. A. 
ee Ltd., Renshaw-st., Liverpool. Architect, 

. Lewis, 20, Dale-st., Liverpool. 


"a —Cheshire CC approved construction of 
open-air swimming pool at Grammar Sch. by Old 
Students’ Association. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans, 17 bunga- 
lows at Norwood-rd. and Caryl-rd. for E. Slater; 
Concert room and flat at Miners’ Home, Church- 
rd., Lytham, for West Yorks Miners’ Convalescent 
Home; 11 houses at St. Davids-rd. North, High- 
bury-rd. East and Kendal-rd. for W. & E. Duck- 
worth, Ltd. 

Macclesfield.—Backshouse and Coppock, Ltd., 
propose extensions to factory at Snow-hill. 

Manchester.—Corp. TP Com. approved in prin- 
ciple plan by Bernstein Granada Organisation 
to build television studio on 44-acres site 
‘bounded by Quay-st., Atherton-st., So 
and Water-st. Organisation intends to 
£750,000 on building the studio, which will i a¢ 

‘contemporary ’’ design and at least four storeys 
high. Plan includes studios, reception rooms, offices, 
public rooms, restaurants, shops a ha ground floor, 
and underground garage.—TP Co also approved 
plan by Samuel Gratrix, Ltd., of Manchestet, to build 
10-storey office and warehouse block, cost £300,000, 
in Quay-st.—MH&LG approved Corpn’ s plan to buy 
two acres of land off Deansgate for building of new 
Manchester Assize Courts. Clearance work on site 
of new building, est. cost £670,000, will begin soon. 
Site is bounded by Hardman-st., Gartside-st. -» Wood- 
st. and Welsh-st. It is expected. that the new courts, 
designed by City A, L. C, Howitt, will be completed 
by end o! 
Mid on.—BC to invite tenders for 101 houses at 
Abbey-rd. and Buckfast-rd. and. additional 24 in 
cul-de-sac leading from Nowell-rd. 

Middleton.—TC approved plans for erection of St. 
Dominic Savio RC ocx Sec. Mod. Sch., Kirkway, Alk- 
rington, for Trustees of Diocese of Salford, Wardley 
Hall, Swinton, Manchester; 20 houses and 32 maison- 
ettes at Fairfield-rd., Langley Estate, for Manchester 
Ki 


Cc. 

Morpeth.—RDC approved plans by S. J. R. Miles, 
Council Offices, Dacre-st., for 16 bungalows at 
Widdrington.—New telephone exchange to be built 
on site in Newgate-st. Plans by MOW. 

Newbiggin (Northumberland).—UDC seek permis- 
sion to use Bull Field for housing purposes. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C adopted recommenda- 
tion of Ed. Com. to spend £367,000 on third stage 
of new College of Technology and to apply for loan 
sanction. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans prepared by Jack Cot- 
ton, Ballard & Blow, Haymarket House, for pro- 
posed alterations for showrooms and_ offices in 
Percy-st. for Nashs (Newcastle), Ltd., and alterations 
and additions in Percy-st. for La -Mode Dry 
Cleaners, Ltd. eo. proposed to fire station 
in Conyers-rd. for ‘Fire Services Com. Plans by 
City Estate and Property S, Town Hall.—Cackett, 
Burns Dick & Mackellar, 21, Ellison-pl., architects 
for proposed large additions to Cross House-b! Idgs., 
Westgate-rd., cost about £50,000.—Additions pro- 
posed to King’s College library, cost £300,000.— 
City C received loan sanction £168,187 for 108 flats 
and maisonettes at Kenton North; £10, 513 for seven 
Firfield-rd.; £100,125 for proposed Kenton 


Northam ton.—Adnitt Bros., propose extensions 
and alterations to premises at The Drapery. 
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Nottingham.—TC approved erection of new hotel 
at Clifton Estate. Architects, Bberlin & Darbyshire, 
3, College-st., Nottingham 

play 7 approved plans, extensions to factory 
at Manchester-rd. for Smith & Nephew, Ltd.; new 
workshop at Brunswick-st. for Crompton & Sim, 
Lid.; si ar Renenes at Cardwell-st. for Bentley Building 
Co., Lt 

Rainford.—PC Council to make early start on 
erection of hall by voluntary labour. 

Salford.—Atlas. Express Co:, Ltd., propose new 
offices at Paradise-row. Architect, Peter Cummings, 
Jacey House, Oxford-st., Manchester. 

Salop. propose following in 1956-7 pro- 
gramme: :—Wem Mod. Sch., Stokesay Mod. Sch., 

Ketley-Hadley .Mod. Sch., extensions at Whitchurch 
Pe Much Wenlock Mod. Schs., RC Sch. at Welling- 
ton, extensions at Madeley ana Shifaal Mod. Sch. 
and extensions at Wellington Gram. Sch. 

Shipley.—Arndale Property Trust, Ltd., propose 
three-storey premises in central area including 20 
shops on ground floor and offices. showrooms and 
flats on upper floors. 

_Stockport.—BC approved plans for: extensions to 
offices at Bramhall Moor-la. for Mirrlees Bickerton 
& Day, Ltd. 

Stone.—RDC propose erection of 67 houses tang 
Blythe Bridge and eight at Darlaston—UDC p 
pose further 23 houses at Lichfield-rd. Estate on 
10 bungalows at Queens-sq. and Coppice Estate. 

Sunderland.—TC approved following schemes, 
estimated cost £2}m.; coast rotective works, 
£424,000; civic theatre, £400,000; ublic baths, 
£250,000; public abattoir, £260,000: also extensions 
to Central Library, Museum and Art Gallery.— 
Messrs. Jopling have obtained site in John-st. for 
large new stores. 

Wakefield.—TC seek approval for completion of 
Sun-la. and Almshouse-la. Baths.—EC to_ invite 
tenders for erection of building centre at Thornes 
Park Tech. College; approved sketch plans for new 
day sch. for educ. sub-normal children. 


Walisend.—A for proposed factory near Coast-rd. 
for George Angus and o., Ltd., Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle, are S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, 
Sunderland. Detailed plans still to be approved. 

Washington.—UDC to make up Coach-rd. housing 
estate and proceed Peers erection of 78 houses. 
Plans by S.—UDC t permission to sell land 
on housing estate for erection of RC Church and 
oe = for licensed premises. 

Ningborough.—UDC approved erection of two 
biccke of nine flats at Jacksons-la. 
West Bromwich. seek approval for sketch 
plans of Jun. Mixed es at Gorse Farm Estate. 
Wharfedale.—Leeds Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
osama of Wharfedale Children’s Hosp., Menston, 
to form burns centre, £75,000 est. 

Wolverhampton.—Work to begin early next year on 
£250,000 shopping development scheme in city centre 
for Hortons’ Estate, Ltd., Birmin . Area con- 
cerned is bounded by School-st., Skinner-st. and Salop- 
st., and the new building will’ provide 24 two-storey 
shops; park for 100. cars on roof, served by one-way 
ramp approaches. Building to be constructed with r.c. 
frame faced with stone slabs. 

Wores.—EC propose erection of Charford Inf. 
Sch. in 1955-6 programme, £41,000 est.; new gang 
and dining-room at Watt-cl. Mod. Sch., £10,000 est 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted 

+ a provisionally | yn 
notes , 

j Denotes accepted paw aeons ‘to madification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Battersea.—Erection of 12 three-bedroom maison- 
ettes, 12 one-bedroom flats, 4 three-bedroom houses 
and 4 two-bedroom houses on the sites of Nos. 60-80, 
Sarsfield-rd. and Nos. 60-98, Boundaries-rd., for BC: 
*Works Department, £63,958. 

Berwick.—Factory on the Tweedside trading 
estate for S. Pringle & Son, Ltd.: *J...Miller & 
Ptnrs., 18, George-st., Edinburgh. 

Birkenhead.—Additional wing at Police Head- 
quarters for : *Humphreys, Ltd., Exchange- 
buildings, Chapel-st.. Liverpool 2, £43,326. 

Boldon.—Four houses at Sunderland-rd.; 10 houses 
in Langholm-rd.; and four houses at St. George’s- 
cres,: * H. Plemper, Ltd., St. Hilda’s Works, 
Sunderland. 





rec ac 


British Railways.—London Midland Region an- . 


—- that the following contracts have been 
Dia: = 

*T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, Belgrave-rd., 
Leicester, for labour only for the "cleaning and paint- 
ing of Basford Vernon, Bulwell Market ng inby 
passenger and goods stations. *Saunders & Taylor, 
Ltd., Oxford-rd., Manchester 1, for the heating of 
the machine and. wheel shops at Horwich locomotive 
works. *T. W. Ward, Ltd.,. Albion Works, Sheffield, 
for the removal of ‘redundant track at Hucknall 
No. 1 pit. *G. & F. Tomlinson & Sons, Ltd., City- 
td., Derby, for sheet steel piling to River Trent at 
Hay Wharf, Burton-on-Trent. *G. & J. Seddon, 
Ltd., Little ‘Hutton, Walkden, nr. Manchester, for 
a new roof over the loading dock at Patricroft 
station. 

Camberwell.—Erection of 6 flats and 7 garages on 
permanent housing site No. 24/25/26 (Playfield-cres. / 
£10,663. extension, for BC: tJ. A. Proctor, Ltd., 


mberwell.—Reinstatement of Wells-way Baths, 
we BC: *J. A. Proctor, Ltd., £19,361. 


THE BUILDER 


Carlisle.—Following contracts were placed by CBC 
during the period March 1-April 1:— 

New Junior School, Pennine-Way, Harraby: *Bar- 
wick Bros., Gilsland, £52,676. Margaret Sewell 
School, extensions to classrooms: *Barwick Bros., 
Gilsland, £6,875. Raffles-Newtown Estate, 31 bunga- 
lows: *J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £29,073. 

Chelsea.—Cremorne estate (stage II, phase IV), 
erection of a further 4 shops and 5 maisonettes, for 


J. Jarvis & Son, Ltd. .. os pe . £32,887 
Thomas & Edge, Lid. .. a vi +. sane 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd. an -. S252 
Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd. . 30,991 
William Willett, Ltd. .. 30,408 
tw. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. 29,779 


Coventry.—Extensions to offices at Torrington- 
ave., for Torrington Co., Ltd.: *Garlicks, Ltd., 
Far Gosford-st., Coventry. 

Cowes, IoW.—18 flats at King’s-rd., East Cowes, 
for UDC. J. H. Veale, BEng, MIMunE. Quantities 
by Norman Shears & Ptnr.: *Westridge Construction 


Co., Ltd., Ryde. IoW, £30,360. 
Crawley Dev. Corp.—50 shops, Town Centre. 
Architect, H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, AMPTI. 


Quantities by Gardiner and Theobald, London: *M. J. 
Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Haredon House, London- 
rd., North Cheam, Surrey, "£364,399 

Darlington.—First instalme a3 of proposed College 
of Further Education for EC E, 
Tornbohm, Central-bldgs., Darlington. Pe eRe 
building work, *Edgar Lawson, Ltd., Albert-hill, 
Darlington, £47,810; heating work, *G. N. Haden 
&. Son, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £19, 803; and electrical 
work, *J. Paterson & Son, Darlington, £14,080. 

Doncaster.—Technical High School for Boys for 
EC: *J. Dixon, Ltd.. Greenfield-la., Doncaster, 
£169,162. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—164 ‘‘ No Fines ’’ houses 
at Leam-la. for UDC. R. Morton, Chief Housing 
Officer: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £223,102. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—167 houses on the Leam- 
la. housing unit for the UDC. R. Morton, Chief 
Housing Officer: *John Clark & Son (New Seaham). 
Ltd., Gregson-ter., Seaham, 07. 

Gateshead.—Factory additions for Perga Cartons. 
Ltd., Team Valley trading estate. Architects: 
Edwards & Ptnrs., Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

& J. Ranken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland 
ea in hand). 

lasgow.—12 houses and shops at Barholm-sq. 
Architect, Archibald G. Jury, FRIBA, Housing 
offices, Glasgow, Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow: 
*Robert W. Stewart & Co.. Ltd.. St. Enochs-sq., 
Glasgow, £37,897. 

Greenock.—Housing development scheme _ at 
Branchton Farm, Renfrewshire (400 houses). First 
section of 156 two-storey dwellings at the Westend. 
Architect, J. Austen Bent, ARIBA, Palmerston- 
pl., Westend, Edinburgh: *Blackburn (Dumbarton). 
Ltd., Levenbank, Jameston, Vale of Leven. Dum- 
bartonshire. 

Hammersmith.—Erection of 9 two-bedroomed flats 
and perambulator stores at 22-24, Paddenswick-rd., 


Ww6:— 
G. Holland & Sons... ha oe 





on 8 889 
Buckingham & Sons, Ltd... 26,500 
John Mather (Builders), Ltd. au — - "292 
A. J. Harrold & Co., Ltd. .. eee ne 25,672 
Roger Miller & Co., Ltd. .. ao ae 
*Direct labour .. 22,321 


The Borough Engineer. and “Surveyor submitted an 
estimate in the sum of £22,321. 

Hull. —Superstructure of Cecil ae and Café 
in Anlaby-rd., Hull: *Spooners (Hull), L 

Lambeth.—Site 72 (Auckland-hill), 6 5 =, 
flats in a two-storey block, for MBC: *L. & W. 
Whitehead, Ltd., £14,005. 

Lanarkshire.—Factory for the Scottish Industrial 
Estates, Ltd., at Thornliebank Estate. Architects, 
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Leeds.—-Following for EC: Dewsbury-rd. County 
Sec. Mod. Sch.: *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue 
Bridge-la., York, £197,289; stage 1 of Cow Close 


Count Sec. Sch.: *M. Harrison & Co., Ltd., Post 
Hill arries, Farnley, Leeds, £54,837; sqperions 
ture for Richmond Hill county Prim. Sch.: *Wm. G. 
Birch, Ltd., Montpelier House, Harrogate, £39,017. 
Liverpoel.—36 flats at Upper eet. 
dwellings at Watmough-st., for TC: :: 
& Sons, Ltd., Altcar-rd., Formby, “E3899 and 
os . 8 flats at Penrhyn-st.: *W. W. Kenney, 
, 92, Liverpool-rd. North, Maghull, £23,794 
pede Erection of an extension of Wandsworth 
technical college (Wandsworth, Putney). Tenders for 
the work on either or both of two bases were invited 
from 10 firms. Under basis A the contract would 
allow for fluctuations in wages and costs of materials, 
and under B for fluctuations in wages only. ight 
tenders were received as follows:— 


Amount 
g of 

Basis. tender. 

William Walkerdine, Ltd., Kensington B £61,760 
James Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., 

Wandsworth . B 59,007 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. “Maryle- 

* ‘Done a 58,143 
M.* Howard © " (Mitcham), ” Ltd., 

Mitcham a & a ontie 58,162 

A 57,823 

E. A. Roome & Co., Ltd., Hackney A 56,303 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Litd., 

Croydon a ss wa . oe 54,892 
Slogget:s (Contractors), Ltd., > 

sington A 54,449 

*Thomas & Edge, Ld., * Woolwich | A 53,820 

The architect’s comparable estimate is £52,887 on 


basis A and £53,295 on basis B. 

LCC.—Reinstatement of, and the erection of 
buildings at, the education playing fields, at Gores- 
brook-rd., Becontree, Essex, since named Goresbrook 
playing field. Tenders on either or both of two 
bases for the erection of the buildings were invited 
from eight firms. Under basis A the contract would 
allow for fluctuations in wages and costs of materials, 
and under B for fluctuations in wages only. Six 
tenders were received as follows:— 


Basis A. Basis B. 
John Mather (Builders), Ltd., 
Finsbury = £31,140 
a & Co. (Barking), Ltd., 
arking .. £27,470 a 
w> 7. ,, Ltd., Poplar -. 27,018 a 
Douglas Grant & Partners, 
Finsbury 26,814 


We. os = Ltd., East Ham 25,482 —_ 
“. C. Horswill, ‘Ltd., West 
Ham 25,473 — 
The architect’s “comparable ‘estimates are £24,744 
on basis A and £24,967 on basis B. 


{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts:— 

Hants: a engineering work, paw & Colls, 
Ltd., 41/44, Gt. Queen-st., WC2. Kent: Site works, 
roads, etc., ” Mears Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., 154/8, 
Sydenham-rd., SE26. ag Waterproofing roofs, 
Roof Installations, Ltd., Corporation-st., Man- 
chester 4; and Evode, ied., Glover-st., Stafford; 
reconstruction of hardstanding, Geo. Moss & Son, 
Ltd., Pennington Saw Mills, Leigh, Lancs. 

{Lordon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended April 23:— 


Building work: L. J. E. Bye, Buckenham-rd., 
Attleborough, Norfolk; Bosworth and Wakeford, Ltd., 
New-st., Daventry, Northants; Hawkins Bros. (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Strouden-rd., Bournemouth; A.J. Dunning 
& Sons (Weyhill), yy Weyhill, nr. yp Eo, Hants; 

& F. O. Foster & ea, Ltd., York-rd., Hitchin; 
Herts. Artificers’ work: Dorchester Building Guild, 
Church-st., Dorchester, Dorset; F. Shepherd & Son, 
Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York; Stone & Co. (Bristol), 
Ltd., 140c, Redland-rd., Bristol 6; Y. J. Lovell & 
Son, Ltd. 17, Easton-st., High Wycombe, Bucks; 
Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., Hanger-green, Western 
Avenue, WS5; Joseph Whittie, Ballast Bank, ae 
keithing, Fife. Agricultural work: Turfsoil, Ltd. 
Westcombe-hill, Greenwich, SE10. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of tenders 
for Metropolitan Police —_ — External 
painting and minor rep Highlands-ave., 
Loughton, *C. J. Smith (Aybridge), Ltd., £837. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ended April 16:— 


Buckinghamshire: Colnbrook, erection of = 
matic telephone exchange, Janes ——~ Ltd. 
Buckingham-ave., Slough, Bucks. urham: PNT, 


26, Front-st., Haswell, adaptations, go" Hudson 
& Sons (Contractors), Ltd., St. Mark’s-cres., Sunder- 
land. Essex: Dock, erection of a tele hone 
exchange and bran post office, G. H. er & 
Co.,Ltd., Sheridan Works, Thorpe-rd., Forest Gate, E7. 
Kent: Deal, erection of two coastguard dwellings and 
- external works thereto. Alterations and additions 
existing house to form offices. Erection of look-out 
pd ed of LSA store, G. Jenner & Son, Ltd., Fa. 
Bouverie-rd., East Folkestone. Lanarkshire: 
Office garage, Lanark, adaptations, J. Logan & # ay 
Lanark-rd., Carluke. London: 2-6, Bainbridge-st., 
wcl, internal decorations, South London Decorators, 
Ltd., 9, Streatham W16. Tottenham tele- 
phone "exchange, R orm-row, N17, eee ng 
kitchen, dining room and welfare, T. & H. 
Ltd., 85, Warwick-rd., New Southgate, N11. Statford. 
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shire: MoS, Walton Housing Estate, Stone, erection 
of 24 garages, E 
Stoke-on-Trent. 


Isby Bros., Sneyd-hill, 


Burslem, 
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qLendon (War Dept.)—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended ril 16:— 


Inverness-shire: Building, antes Macdonald & 
Son, wm tee i Miscellaneous, James 
Greenwood, . Surrey: Roadwork, F. 
Bracey (Roads) Lid., BW attend West Lothian: Hot 
water i: tion, G. N. Haden & Sons, Ltd., Glas- 
re Page 0 Miscellaneous, J. Roxby Surtees, 

td., la 


Manchester.—11 temporary classrooms at various 
schools for EC: *Vic Hallam, Ltd., Langley Mill, 
Notts. Two new factories at Jersey-st., Ancoats: 
*A. Cassel & Sons, Ltd., 1/3, Teneriffe-st., Salford. 

Middlesbrough .—Erection of Ladgate County prim. 
sch. and Park End County prim. sch. for EC. 
A, K. J. Caton, DipArch, ARIBA, Education Archi- 
tect. Quantities by Turner & Ing, Middlesbrough: 
*A. Robinson (Contractors), Lté., 423, Linthorpe- 
Ss Pearce atce Park End, £91, 215; Ladgate. 


Middlesbrou: .—Garage, etc., for the Tees Valley 
Water Board: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la.. 
Stockton-on-Tees, £10,745. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Extensions to Godfreys 


Drapery and General Stores, New Bridge-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *H. Kindred, 145, West-rd., New- 
castle. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville- 


chambers, North-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—104 houses at Westerhope for 
the City Council. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle. *R. Bowey & Son, 34, Great 
North-rd., Newcastle, £147,178. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. Alterations in Saville-row for 
Callers, Ltd., furnishers. Architect, C. Solomon, 
30, St. Mary’ s-pl., Newcastle. *Gill & Nicholson, 
5, Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

St. Pancras.—Erection of 216 flats at the Regent- 

. housing ‘scheme, for MBC: {Tersons, Ltd., 
£4 7,887. 

Sacriston (Co. Durham).—Cinema to accommodate 
850 people. Architects, Eltringham & Lowes, Der- 
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went-st., Blackhill, -Co., Durham: ‘{C. T. C., 
(Buil Ltd., Queens-rd. . Blackhill (lowest tender, 
porn Bo 


Stokesley (Yorks) .—Erection of houses for the 
RDC: *T. Duncanson & Sons, Ltd., Middlesbrough, 
10 houses at Yarm and Seamer; *J. T. Tarran & 
Son, Ltd., Hutton Rudby, 12 houses at Stokesley 
and Hutton Rudby; and *Spence Brothers, Great 
Ayton, 14 houses at Great Ayton. 

Wakefield. Thornes Park, for 


—Building centre, 
City C. City E. = ray by City E: *Henry Boot 
& Sons, Itd., She! 

Wallsend.—St. pom’ Church of England Sch. 
Architect, Robert Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: %s. Hann, Fairfield- drive, Culler: 
coats, Tynemouth, £20,000 

W: .—Home for the ‘aged at Mosley estate, for 
BC: *H. Tomlinson & Son, Birchills-st., Walsall, 
£50,144. 

UDC: 


Walton-le-Dale.—32 flats for 
Housing, Ltd., Worthing, £35,077. : 

Warrington.—Extensions to factory at Ellison-st. 
for Thos. Locker & Co., Ltd.: *A Monk & Co., 
Ltd., Padgate, Warrington. 

West Riding.—Extensions at Hemsworth Grammar 
School for EC: *Arthur Gibbs (Pudsey), Ltd., 44, 
Richardshaw-la., Pudsey, nr. Leeds, £65,244. 


*Gregory 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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